“TransFormative Connections
to God, each other, and the world”


Stay Grounded In God
As I write this the congress is proceeding with the impeachment of the
president.
As you read this we will be at the start of a presidential election year.
Does anyone else feel a little ungrounded? Contradictory claims are
being projected from all sides. Not only do opinions not agree, even
the facts don’t! Reality seems to swirl with sound bites, tweets, and
shallow snippets.
We have become siloed. What newspaper do you read? What network do you watch? Which radio station do you listen to? Can we
really tell everything we need to know about another person by this?
I think our country needs us this year. We are people of faith. People
called to love their neighbor without distinction. We stand on the Rock
who said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Not only if they agree with
you. Hopefully we have a perspective that both includes and transcends politics. After all, “Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there
that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:20)
We have a responsibility to be well informed and active members of
this democracy. It is one of the ways we love our neighbors as ourselves. We are called to act for the common good. As Lutherans we
are very clear that God works through civilian governments. But, “Let
your light so shine before others that they many see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
But we know better than to look for our ultimate grounding in politics or
even the best of human achievements. Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth and the life.” (John 14:6.) Our grounding is on the Rock, not on
party or on politics. “Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and acts on them will be like a wise man who build his house one
rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house, but it did not fall, because it have been founded on
rock.” (Matthew 7:24, 25)
So, let 2020 not first be known as the year of Impeachment or the
Presidential Election, but as the year we bore witness to God’s love
and mercy for all. It’ll be a challenge, but that’s what we are here for.
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1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
Phone: 651-457-6541 | www.ststephenswsp.org

Sundays 9:30 am  Traditional
Wednesdays 6-6:25pm Fellowship Hall (1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays) ● Contemporary
3rd Wednesdays of the month 6-6:35pm in the Sanctuary ● Contemporary
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 7:15 pm ● Contemplative in the Chapel

Sunday morning Wee Wonder (birth up to age 4) schedule:
10:40 a.m. following 9:30 a.m. worship—meeting room is 110
Wednesday evening schedule:
5:30pm Community Meal ● 6:00pm Family Worship* ● 6:25pm Faith Formation Classes for All**
*Family Worship will be in Fellowship Hall on the 1, 2 and 4th Wednesdays
and in the Sanctuary on the 3rd Wednesday of each month
**Classes for all begin at 6:25pm (1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays); 6:35pm (3rd Wednesday)
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Do you Remember what a “geode” is?
It’s a very ordinary rock on the outside but inside it’s
hollow and filled with beautiful crystals of many
colors. They are often cut in half and displayed. So much of our
church work is like getting into the heart of the geode. Sometimes the
Bible seems like a plain book but we need to dig into it to find its
profound beauty. Same with worship. Same with our daily lives.
We have a lot of opportunities to get to the heart of the
geode of faith here at St. Stephen’s. A few are listed below:

Rooted in the Word
Saturday, January 4 | 8:30-10:00 a.m.
Joseph’s Grill, 140 S. Wabasha St., St. Paul
I hope you have opportunities to talk about matters of faith on a regular basis. Martin Luther almost
made “holy conversation” the 3rd sacrament, right after baptism and holy communion. It really is an
essential way to grow. There is something in the shared experience and expression of the Word that
bears great fruit.
If you’d like to try such an opportunity please consider Rooted in the Word. We are looking at a quasi
graphic novel of the Bible called, Manna and Mercy, by Pastor Daniel Erlander. (This meeting will focus
on chapters 10-12). It really helps put the Bible in easily understood and practical ways. As with all holy
conversations, the goal is more than the learning, it’s the transformation.
You are most welcome!

Men’s Renewal Group
Capital View Café
637 Smith Ave.
St. Paul
Fridays January 10, 24 from 7:30-8:30 a.m. The geode of faith gets cracked in
surprising ways by the conversation, humor, support and looking together at the
scriptures for the coming Sunday. All men are welcome to conversations and
community with other men. We are of a spiritual bend but that doesn’t limit the
conversation from a very wide ranging array.
It’s amazing how encouraging a single hour can be!

Contemplative Prayer and Study
Wednesdays, January 8, 22

Geodes
On the outside
they look ordinary,
but inside
they're
extraordinary!

7:15-7:45 p.m. Quiet prayer with communion in the chapel
7:45-8:45 p.m. Study in the Gathering Room discussing “Contemplating
Christ: The Gospels and the Interior Life” Vincent Pizzuto
“In peace let us pray to the Lord” is the phrase we begin the Kyrie
with. “In peace” is what the practice, discipline and exercise of
contemplative prayer is offering. This ancient Christian prayer is about
transforming our daily lives by discerning more clearly our inner life.
Our mind races … out emotions drag us this way and that … our fears
can darken our perspectives. Contemplative Prayer seeks to help our
faith help ever element of our lives.
Come and see. This may just be what your spiritual life is looking for.
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TRANSFORMED THRU GENEROSITY
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of
you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide
you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
6

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NRSV)
The stewardship committee would like to thank you all for your support of this church and for your generosity
towards God‘s world. We truly feel that we are being challenged in our faith with all the divisive messages out
there. To me it seems God is calling us to stand together, to love, and to focus on taking care of each other
and lifting each other up. Our team is excited to explore new ideas and concepts in the new year, and help
keep our commitment to love one another at the top our hearts and minds.
As you may know we launched our new offering envelopes; if you are in need of envelopes to make your
giving contributions, we are here to help you. Contact us and we will make sure you get some. (Kim
Richter: (skimaresume@gmail.com) or Debbie Pirkl: (dpirkl@comcast.net). We will give you starter packs of 15,
but we are more than willing to set you up for more as you wish. And you will now find them in the pews as
well. Of course we highly recommend online as well if that is an option that works for you.
We wish you and yours Peace and Joy in the new year. Thank you for being our friends and faith family. We
are grateful for each and everyone of you.
Your Stewardship Committee
Kim Richter, Chair; Bruce Meyers, Debbie Pirkl, Pastor John

Would you like to use the convenience of automatic withdrawal giving?
Here’s some options:


Visit http://www.ststephenswsp.org and choose “GIVE ONLINE” to schedule your
donation.



Complete an automatic withdrawal form. Forms can be picked up in the office or call
the office (651-457-6541) for a form to be mailed to you.



Use your personal banking bill pay tool to set up automatic payments to St Stephen’s.

Member Contributions
November, 2019 Year-to-Date
Budget
Actual
Variance
$364,584
$354,102
-$10,482

Annual
Budget
$390,000

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual member contributions.
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Let the Forum Begin!
We meet in the lounge a few minutes after our worship service (approximately 10:40 a.m.). You’ll have time to
greet friends and get a cup of coffee! Time to head home at 11:30 a.m.
January 5

New Year’s Weekend. No forum.

January 12

We start off 2020’s offerings with a look at the Book of Matthew. We are currently using
Matthew frequently in our lessons in our services. Matthew is the first book of the New
Testament and frequently quotes the Old Testament as Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of prophecies. Jesus is the Messiah.

January 19

We continue with a study of Matthew. This is a good time to ask questions or offer comments.

January 26

Annual Meeting. See you there!

Sunday, January 12

10:40am

Rooms 204/205

Join Pastor John for a conversation about the meaning of baptism in the
Christian life. All those desiring the sacrament of baptism are required to receive
instruction. Please contact the church office if you are planning to attend.
Thank you.

Project Home returns to Salem Lutheran
Salem Lutheran, 11 W. Bernard St., will again this year, during the
month of January, be participating in Project Home providing
overnight shelter for homeless families in our area. Can you help?
Volunteers are needed. Volunteer requests are broken down into 3 shifts: “Early Shift” 5:30-8:30pm (Be a host,
greet guests, interact with guests and play with kids; “Kitchen Crew” 5:30-7:00pm (Prepare and serve a light
meal, clean up kitchen area.); “Overnight Shift” 8:30pm-7:00am (Be a host, get everyone settled in, stay overnight, wake up guests, prepare and serve a light breakfast, help get guests on bus, straighten up area.
Please call Mary Lou at 651-459-5749 or the Salem Church office at 651-457-6661.

COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORTS
Please mark your calendars. Committee Annual Reports
are due in the office NO LATER THAN Sunday, January 12, 2020

THANK YOU!
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TOOLS
Discipleship
FOR

FEATURED TOOL OF THE MONTH: “FOLLOW”
The message that Jesus preached is summarized in this verse: “The time is fulfilled and
the Kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good news.” Mark 1:15
Understanding that message is key to following Jesus. There are four words to unpack,
each one represented in the Follow icon as well.
Time – Jesus uses a special word for “time” in his message which is “kairos” in the Greek language. It refers to
the moment when something is ripe or ready to happen. It’s not the “scheduled” time, but rather the “right”
time, like the way we say “It’s time!” when a baby is about to be born. The message of Jesus is not just general information. It’s always an announcement of something that is happening now, because this is the moment when life is changing.
Kingdom – God wants all of life to be right: good, whole, beautiful and joyful for everyone and everything.
Whenever life moves from the way it is into the way it should be that’s a little bit of “Kingdom come.” So to
say; “the Kingdom has come near” means that we are standing on the edge, ready to step into a better
world.
Repent – We usually associate “repent” with the emotions of shame and regret, even fear. But it simply
means to turn, to change your mind, to change your direction. There is always a turning from and a turning
towards. Jesus invites us to turn towards something wonderful (Kingdom come) which is why his message is
called “The Gospel” (good news) rather than “The Warning.”
Believe – To “believe in the good news” means more than just accepting it as true. It means acting on it as
well because “believe in” is a statement of trust. When you believe in a person you put your life in their
hands. When you believe in the good news you put your life on its pathway.
With those understandings we can rephrase Jesus’ message into more familiar language in this way; “You
have arrived, right now, at a moment when something wonderful is happening. Your life and the world is being set right, repaired, restored and released into joy! So drop what you’re doing, pay attention to this, and
become a part of it.” To act on that message is to follow Jesus.
The Follow icon represents this message of movement and moment in this way. A timeline enters from the left
and arrives at the “kairos moment” marked by the X. From there, we can keep going just as we were on our
current path (dotted line arrow.) Or, we can notice that a new pathway is possible (arrow bending upwards)
leading to a better future (Kingdom come.)
Changing directions is a process. First we “turn around” (repent, shown as the curved arrow going down)
which involves turning from the direction we were going. Then we continue by turning towards the new path,
not only in our intentions but also in our actions. The result is that we emerge from the kairos moment going in
a new, Kingdom-ward direction.
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Featured Devotional Resource—The Message of Hope
This small book contains selected passages from the Bible that Eugene Peterson chose
and arranged to introduce people to Jesus and his message. It contains the whole
Gospel of Mark, along with selections from Romans and other New Testament books,
plus a couple of Psalms. From the Amazon.com product description: “Read about his
life, death, and resurrection, and hear just what they mean for you. You have a good
reason to hope. Discover the hope God has for you.” This little booklet can serve as a
great starting point for people who find reading the Bible difficult. Published by
NavPress, it’s available on Amazon.com.

Two New Book Studies
I am organizing two different book studies that will be starting up soon. Below are descriptions of the two
books. I would love to have you join me for either or both!
Manna and Mercy: This wonderful book tells the Biblical story in the most winsome way
that you’ll probably ever encounter! With incredibly clear language and delightful
illustrations, Pastor Daniel Erlander’s book will help you get a feel for the “Big Story” and
for God’s heart behind it all. We will be reading one chapter a week, and meeting online
for conversation on Tuesdays at 7pm, starting on January 7th for no more than an hour.
To join the conversation, just go to bit.ly/MandMwithTT. This will install the “Zoom” app on
your phone or computer and bring you to the “room” where the video chat will be taking place. Copies of the book are available online or at the Connection center at
church.

Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life: “In Falling Upward, Father Richard
Rohr seeks to help readers understand the tasks of the two halves of life and to show
them that those who have fallen, failed, or "gone down" are the only ones who understand "up." Most of us tend to think of the second half of life as largely about getting old,
dealing with health issues, and letting go of life, but the whole thesis of this book is exactly the opposite. What looks like falling down can largely be experienced as "falling
upward." In fact, it is not a loss but somehow actually a gain, as we have all seen with
elders who have come to their fullness.” (Amazon Description). The schedule for this
study has not been set yet, so if you are interested, e-mail me at Tim@StStephensWSP.org
and I’ll let you know the plan once it’s in place.

Re-Dedication of the NAC
Mark your calendars—Sunday, February 2 for the Re-Dedication of the Roger and Violet Noreen Activity
Center. Coffee hour will be in the Noreen Center. Tours … with dedication at 10:45 a.m. Come take a look
at the new flooring, furniture and possibilities. Come celebrate the lives the Noreen Center has enhanced.
Thank you to The Roger and Violet Noreen Charitable Trust for funding and Jessica and Eric Donahue for your
project coordination and many many hours of labor to make this happen.
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ January, 2020
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Tracy’s Tidbits:
As 2019 winds down and we anticipate 2020, what do
you hope for? What do you want to have happen in
2020? Sometimes what we want means that we need to
do something … we need to work to make something happen … we need to put some
action into our wishes … we need to leap !
I think that the beauty about living in faith is that when we make a leap of faith we
know we do not do it alone. God goes before us, God leaps with us and God is there
helping us get started!
Here are some quotes I found about taking a leap of faith:

“Faith is taking the first step
even when you cannot see
the whole staircase.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.

“Wings are like dreams.
Before each flight, a bird
takes a small jump, a leap
of faith, believing that its
wings will work. That jump
can only be made with
rock solid feet.” - J.R. Rim

“Take a leap of faith and
begin this wonderous new
year by believing. Believe in
yourself. And believe there
is a loving Source- a sower
of dreams- just waiting to
be asked to help you make
your dreams come true.”
- Sarah Ban Breathnach

“Until you spread your wings you will have no idea how far you can fly.” - Author unknown

So as you begin the New Year----LEAP!
Here is a prayer for families to do together at the beginning of this New Year:
God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing to begin anew with a clean
slate. We know that you are always ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and
to forgive one another.
As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our deepest desires. Help us to live in the
goodness that comes from doing what you want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future
and the past, so that we might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. Amen
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/holidays-and-special-occasions/other-special-occasions/family-new-years-prayer
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This summer we will be going to Toledo, Ohio to serve our neighbors!
This is for youth going into grades 6 to 12! Dates are: July 26 to the
31st. Cost is $375 a person. Please talk to Ali and sign up by March
22nd.

Ali’s Corner

This summer we will not be going to Camp Wapo. We feel it is time
for a change and Camp Onamia has amazing programming. There
are a few different types of programs at Camp Onamia, check out
their website! Ali will send out more information soon. Reach out to
Ali for more questions or concerns about this transition.
Other fun one day events this summer will be happening! Watch
your email as summer gets closer!
Do you have an event you want me to come see?
Let me know, I’d love to come support you!

- Ali

SAVE THE DATE— Add to your calendar
Events you don’t want to miss!

WEDNESDAY
January 8th

WEDNESDAY
January 15

WEDNESDAYS
January 22
and January 29

Faith Formation Resumes
5:30pm Dinner, 6:00pm Worship, 6:20pm Faith Formation.
There are opportunities for all ages—even adults!
Come and check it out!
Family and Community Worship
Family Worship at St. Stephen’s followed by Family
Learning (blessing the donations that the 8th graders have
Been collecting!)
Faith Formation As Usual
5:30pm Dinner, 6:00pm Worship, 6:25pm Faith Formation.
There are opportunities for all ages—even adults!
Come and check it out!

Did you see that General Mills’ 23 year old Box Tops for Education program has
gone digital? Put your scissor away and get out your phone or tablet and download the new mobile app. Once downloaded scan your store receipts within 14
days of your purchases. The app will automatically analyze which products are
eligible and tabulate the amount that will be donated to your school of choice.
In the past all collected coupons at St Stephen’s were given to support Garlough
Elementary. Every box top is still worth 10 cents. These coupons can be found on a variety of products like:
baking supplies, bake ware, cereal, food storage, frozen foods, paper products, school and office supplies,
waste bags and the list goes on. The labels look like the ones pictured above right. Thank you for helping our
neighborhood youth!
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ January, 2020
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As we begin the new year, 2020, we want to thank everyone for your love for our neighbors in need expressed
by your generous gifts of funds, food, and your time now and in the past. In partnering with Neighbors Inc. we
help them provide needed food and hygiene items to a growing number of people from northern Dakota
County.
Here’s some interesting stats found on Neighbors Inc website—at a glance, the food shelf:


Serves more than 500 families each month (an update to this number, our Neighbors rep Marilyn
Erickson reports that in the month of October Neighbors broke a record (not one that you would want
to break) and served over 720 families.



Provides clients with a week’s worth of food during each visit (about 110 lbs. per family).

Food is a common expression of love and we can share that love with others during the holidays and throughout the year. The need is always there.
Here are some tips for giving food:


Foods with good nutritional quality such as canned fruits and vegetables (low sodium), dried fruits,
whole grains like oatmeal, pasta, and brown rice



High protein foods like canned chicken, salmon, tuna, peanut butter, shelf stable milk, dried beans,
quinoa, canned stew or chili



Fruit juices in containers that are 100% juice



Canned soups that are low in sodium



Olive oil, honey, low sodium broths, spices, condiments like ketchup and mustard.



Baby formula, baby food, baby cereal, and even diapers



Personal care products like toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, deodorant, toilet paper

Things NOT to give:





Expired foods
Damaged containers or open boxes
Glass containers
Pop top lids are better than those needing a can opener

OTHER WAYS TO HELP: Volunteer opportunities of every kind are available—we’re sure you could find your
niche. Help in the food shelf, the “Clothes Closet”, be a volunteer driver. There are many programs in addition to the food shelf that Neighbors Inc provides. Take a look at their website https://www.neighborsmn.org/
for more detailed information regarding programs and volunteer opportunities.
THANK YOU for making a difference in the lives of those in need!
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ January, 2020
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Support
Cub Scout Pack 37
Warm Clothes for Garlough
Thank you to all who donated Winterwear for our
young Garlough neighbors!

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Saturday
January 4th
8 - 11am

Tickets $6
Purchase tickets
at the door or in
advance from a
Pack 37 family

New Photo Directory – With A Twist!
Photo directories – we love to have them but we
dread the process of getting them made (and the
cost)! So this time we’re going to try something a
little different… a DIY-Directory! Rather than have
a company come in and do formal sittings, we’re
going to take quick, casual photos with cell
phones and then assemble them into a simple
directory. These photos will then be available to
you online and password protected, to respect
your privacy. If you need a printed copy we can
make one for you as well. We’re planning to take
pictures on Sundays after worship, January 19 and
26, and also on Wednesday nights at Faith
Formation, January 22 and 29. People can also
send in photos by email if they choose. (Be sure to
identify each person in the photo if you do!)
Watch the weekly “Looking Ahead” eUpdate for
more information. Say cheese!
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Breakfast includes
Pancakes and Sausage,
along with your choice
of Coffee, Juice or Milk
Breakfast will be
served at
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
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MEALS ON WHEELS VOLUNTEER
DRIVERS NEEDED
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE
First of all, a special THANKYOU to all of those who serve and
continue to help with this much needed service for our neighbors, but we need a little more…HELP!
We are looking for volunteers to deliver meals to the needy; all
you need is a car, a smile, and about one hour of your time or
more if it’s your 1st time
St. Stephen’s delivers every fourth Wednesday for the Meals-OnWheels program. The next upcoming dates are January 15th,
and February 12th. Only 5 volunteers are needed each date,
and each route takes about 1 hour to complete. It goes a little
better if you bring a friend to help with directions. You will pick
up meals at Faith Methodist Church at 1530 Oakdale (between
Wentworth and Thompson). We deliver to our neighbors in West
St. Paul, Mendota, Inver Grove, and the South St. Paul area. If
you feel called to help us do this good work, please contact our
Mobile Meals Coordinator:

Each month our dedicated Loaves &
Fishes volunteers from St. Stephen's
respond to Jesus' call to feed the hungry
by preparing and serving a meal to
hungry people in our community.
Join our St. Stephen’s group Tuesday,
Jan. 14 to prepare dinner, serve and
clean up. Come for the whole evening
or just part. We serve at St. Matthew’s
Church located at 490 Hall Street, in
St. Paul.

Loren Van Pelt at (651) 328-4439.
Or contact the church office, to leave your name and number.

The evening schedule is:
2-5pm Preparation, 5-6pm Serving,
6-7pm Clean Up.
Questions - please call Marti Bonk
at 651-303-6284.

Thank you very much for all you do!

Lutheran Mideast Development
Thursday, February 27 | 7 p.m.
St. Stephen’s
Join the International Director of LMD for an evening of updates from the
field and insights in to the current conditions of the Kurdish people.
Lutheran Mideast Development is an organization of over 109 years,
officing at St. Stephen’s, and serving the Kurds. Come and see this vital
and amazing part of St. Stephen’s ministry.

Women’s Group: Fridays at 7:00 pm, Rm 206
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ January, 2020
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Worship
Fellowship
Wee Wonder
Youth Forum

Walkers
SAC Meeting
Rachel Circle
Encore
Loaves & Fish
Cub Scouts
Sea Scouts
Online Book
Study

Worship
Fellowship
Picture Day
Wee Wonder
Youth Forum

ANNUAL MEETING TODAY

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:40 am
10:40 am
10:45 am

26

Worship
Fellowship
Picture Day
Wee Wonder
Forum
Youth Forum

8:00
2:00
6:30
7:00

8:00
5:30
6:30
7:00
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pm
pm
pm

am
pm
pm
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Walkers
Encore
Choir Practice
Boy Scouts

Walkers
Exec. Comm.
Choir Practice
Boy Scouts

8:00
2:00
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6:30
7:00

am
pm
pm
pm
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Walkers
Encore
Cub Scouts
Sea Scouts
Online Book
Study

28

am
am
am
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pm
pm
pm
pm
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SAC, Lounge
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Cub Scouts
Sea Scouts
Online
Manna &
Mercy Book
Study

27

21

8:00
8:45
9:30
2:00
5:00
6:30
6:30
7:00

am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm

6am-6pm Encore Onsite
8:00 am Walkers
6:30 pm Cub Scouts
6:30 pm Sea Scouts
7:00 pm Online Book
Study

Walkers
Encore
Choir Practice
Boy Scouts

14

8:00
8:45
2:00
6:30
6:30
7:00

Martin Luther King, Jr.
HOLIDAY
Church Office Closed

am
pm
pm
pm

Walkers
Encore
Choir
Boy Scouts

9:30 am
10:30 am
10:40 am
10:40 am
10:40 am
10:45 am

8:00
2:00
6:30
7:00

am
pm
pm
pm

7

Tuesday

20

Baptism Class

Worship
Fellowship
Wee Wonder
Forum
Youth Forum

13

8:00
2:00
6:30
7:00

6

Monday

19

am
am
am
am
am
am

COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE

9:30
10:30
10:40
10:40
10:45
10:45

12

9:30
10:30
10:40
10:45

5

Sunday

8:00
11:00
11:00
2:00
5:30
6:00
6:00
6:25

29

Walkers
Meals on Whls
Staff Meeting
Encore
Meal
Worship-Sanc
Faith Formation
For All

am
am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

Walkers
Meals on Whls
Staff Meeting
Encore
Meal
Picture Day
Worship-FHall
Faith Formation
For All

Walkers
Staff Meeting
Encore
Meal
Picture Day
Worship-FHall
Faith Formation
For All
7:15 pm Council
7:15 pm Contemplative
Prayer
7:45 pm Contemplative
Study

am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

am
am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm

8:00
11:00
2:00
5:30
6:00
6:00
6:25

22

8:00
11:00
11:00
2:00
5:30
6:00
6:35

15

am
am
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm
pm

Walkers
Book Club
Encore
Staff Meeting
Meal
Worship-FH
Faith Formation
Contemplative
Prayer
7:45 pm Contemplative4
Study

8:00
10:00
2:00
3:30
5:30
6:00
6:25
7:15

UPDATE ARTICLES DUE

Church Office
is Closed

NEW YEAR’s HOLIDAY

8

1

Wednesday

am
am
pm
pm

am
am
am
pm
pm

am
am
pm
pm

Walkers
Pastors’ CPG
Encore
Parkinson’s
Choir
3:30 pm ISD197 Girl
Scout Troop
6:00 pm Bells

8:00
8:30
2:00
2:30

30

Walkers
Pastors’ CPG
Update Vols.
Encore
ISD197 Girl
Scout Troop
6:00 pm Bells

8:00
8:30
9:00
2:00
3:30

23

Walkers
Pastors’ CPG
Encore
Parkinson’s
Choir
3:30 pm ISD197 Girl
Scout Troop

8:00
8:30
2:00
2:30

am
am
pm
pm

Walkers
Pastors’ CPG
Encore
ISD197 Girl
Scout Troop
6:00 pm Bells
7:00 pm All Committee

8:00
8:30
2:00
3:30

16

9

am
am
pm
pm

Walkers
Pastors’ CPG
Encore
ISD197 Girl
Scout Troop
6:00 pm Bells

8:00
8:30
2:00
3:30

2

Thursday

am Men’s Breakfast
am Walkers
pm Encore
pm AA-Women’s

Memorial Service
Gary Kubat

8:00 am Walkers
2:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm AA-Women’s

31

2:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm AA-Women’s

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
8:00 am Walkers
10-11am Visitation &

24

6am-6pm Encore Onsite
8:00 am Walkers
7:00 pm AA-Women’s
Older

17

7:30
8:00
2:00
7:00

10

8:00 am Walkers
2:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm AA-Women’s

3

Friday
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25

18

10:00 am Worship
Committee
Meeting

11

8:30 am Rooted in
The Word
Bible &
Breakfast
Joseph’s

8-11am Cub Scout
Pancake
Breakfast

4

Saturday

For I Know the Plans I Have For
Altar Guild—
January—Mary Brunkow
- - - - - - - 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service - - - - - - -

Ushers—
Bryon Nelson, Ron Nelson, Brent Wilson

Lectors
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Sara Ruff
Mark Rogosheske
Virginia Culver
Jessica Donahue

Communion Servers
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Robyn Huspek, Patty Longard
Dave and Lynda Bergeson
Mark Rogosheske, Dottie Culbert
Vicki Jackson, Jan Perkins

Audio Visual
Month of January: Videographer: Norm Goetzke
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Jenny Van Pelt, Loren Van Pelt
Keith Gregory, Shawn Haarstad
Samantha and Allison Henning, Matt Kirkwood
Jan Perkins

Fellowship Hosts
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Chris and Linda Becker
The Ellison Family
Karen Sipinen, Patrice Katzenmaier
Jeff and Lynn Kubat

Sunday Drivers
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson
Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson

Connection Center
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Dave and Lynda Bergeson
Jenny Van Pelt
Marvel Anderson
Debbie Pirkl

Outdoor Street Sign
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 20
Jan. 27

Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson
Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson
Sub if needed: Merrill Zieman

Offering Counters
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 20
Jan. 27

Joan Regan, Brett and Janice Culver, Sue Clark
Dan and Alice Mikel, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Dorothy Culbert, Dave Bergeson, Sue Clark
Jerry Thoreson, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
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At baptism, all of God’s people are given
the honor and duty of actively participating in worship. The form of worship we
use, liturgical, actually means “work of
the people.” In other words, Lutheran
Christians say that worship is not a “one
person show,” but rather the whole
people of God praising and praying.
One of the ways we live that out in our
church is to have many portions of the
liturgy led by lay people. While Lutheran
theology dictates that a pastor is
responsible for preaching the Word and
presiding at the Sacraments, lay people
lead other parts of the worship like reading Scripture passages, praying, and
assisting at Holy Communion. This is to
remind us that all of God’s people, not
just the pastor, are responsible for growing and living in the life of faith.
If you would like to start serving as a
member of the Altar Guild, Communion
Server, Usher, Lector, Fellowship Host,
Connection Center Host, Sunday morning
driver, Audio Visual—Soundboard,
Worship slides or video camera operator,
and the list goes on, please contact the
church office we'll help you get in contact
with the right person. Give it a try, you’ll
be glad you did!
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1/1

Adam Skillings

1/10 Barbara Miller

1/22 Jean Rosheim

1/1

Codi Skillings

1/10 Sara Oberg

1/23 Larry Longard

1/4

Paul Beaurline

1/13 Nan Jaeger

1/23 Bonnie Steenberg

1/5

Chloe Davis

1/13 Nathalia Villafuerte

1/24 Donna Boller

1/5

Karen Sipinen

1/13 Trae Villafuerte

1/24 Charlene McHugh

1/5

Donald Stenhaug

1/13 Delores Wood

1/25 Brandon Merrill

1/6

Mike McHugh

1/14 Kathy Canniff

1/26 Haley Paton

1/6

Austin Sweeney

1/14 Marlene Schroepfer

1/29 Sue Hanson

1/7

James Engstrom

1/15 Kathryn Karlman

1/29 Brynn Regan

1/7

Jennifer Husnik

1/15 Amy Lunka

1/29 Jack Regan

1/7

Lora Schultz

1/15 Aaron Westman

1/29 Rebecca Spurr

1/8

Abbi Lowary

1/17 Jennifer Regan

1/30 Chad Van Pelt

1/8

Wayne Taylor

1/19 Mason Cook

1/31 Kiley Botnen

1/10 Joshua Botnen

1/20 Jessica Gregory

1/10 Craig Jaeger

1/21 Alissa Tande

St. Stephen’s Book Club
Wednesday, January 8 | 10am
Panera on Robert Street, West St. Paul
Book Selections
January - MY GRANDMOTHER ASKED ME TO TELL YOU
SHE’S SORRY by Fredrik Backman
February - WHITE HOUSE by Amy Bloom

The Update is a monthly newsletter published for members and friends of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church.
Any news items, articles, and suggestions are welcome and encouraged.
Deadline for articles for the February issue: 2nd Wednesday of the Month—January 8.
February Distribution Date: January 22, 2020

▪

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter via email? If so, please call the church office.
We also post the current newsletter on our website: www.ststephenswsp.org.
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ January, 2020
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COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORTS
Please mark your calendars.
Committee Annual Reports
are due in the office
NO LATER THAN
Sunday, January 12, 2020

THANK YOU!

ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2020
10:40am in Fellowship Hall

