“TransFormative Connections
to God, each other, and the world”


Advent Excursion with PASTOR TIM
I have an invitation for you! Starting on Sunday December 1 st I’m going
to use the online “Pray As You Go” audio devotions for the season of
Advent. I’d love to have you join me in that, and in a weekly conversation about what we each found meaningful in the week’s reflections.
Are you in?
“Pray As You Go” is a devotional
that I use frequently. It’s a daily
audio recording that includes
inspirational music from around
the world, scripture reading, and
a guided meditation with time
allowed for personal prayer.
Each reflection is about 12
minutes long. They are produced by a Jesuit group in Britain and you can get them (for
free!) with a smartphone app or
online at pray-as-you-go.org.
After each day’s devotional,
let’s each jot down some notes
about what connected for us that time. Then once a week we can
share with each other what we found! There will be two ways to meet
for the conversation: in person on Sunday mornings after worship and
online through video chat Saturday mornings from 9 to 9:30. (If you want
to do the video chat, let me know and I’ll get you set up for that. It’s
super easy. Or just go to http://bit.ly/AdventZoom on Saturday morning
and you’ll get right in!)
Advent is a great time to deepen our faith and try something new. Let’s
take this journey together as we prepare to celebrate Christmas!
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Do you know what a “geode” is?
It’s a very ordinary rock on the outside but inside it’s
hollow and filled with beautiful crystals of many
colors. They are often cut in half and displayed. So
much of our church work is about getting into the heart
of the geode. Sometimes the Bible seems like a plain
book but we need to dig into it to find its beauty. Same
with worship. Same with our daily lives. We have a
lot of opportunities to get to the heart of the
geode of faith here at St. Stephen’s. A few are
listed below:

Rooted in the Word
Saturday, December 7
8:30-10:00 a.m.
Joseph’s Grill
140 S. Wabasha St.
St. Paul
We are reading Manna and Mercy a remarkable graphic novel that helps us find the narrative
throughout the Bible. On December 7 we will looking at chapters 7-Yahweh Sends Prophets; 8-By the
Waters of Babylon; and 9-Home Again. Books are available at the Connection Center in the narthex. Come and see if this doesn’t help you get to the heart of your faith!

Men’s Renewal Group
Capital View Café
637 Smith Ave.
St. Paul
Fridays December 13 and 27th from 7:30-8:30 a.m. The geode of faith gets
cracked in surprising ways by the conversation, humor, support and looking together at the scriptures for the coming Sunday. It’s as much mutuality as it is
Bible study, but we get to the heart of the faith.

Geodes
On the outside
they look ordinary,
but inside
they're
extraordinary!

Contemplative Prayer and Study
Wednesday, December 11
Prayer in the Chapel 7:17-7:45 p.m.
Study in the Gathering Room 7:45-8:45 p.m.
The practice of contemplative prayer is finding God in silence, or working
at that. It helps us become aware of our racing minds and, through time,
helps us to settle into our hearts to pray.
Contemplative study is a book discussion focusing on readings about this
practice. It is a Christian practice that has been part of the church since
its birth. The writings are inspiring and life-giving.
Attempting two, 20 minute times of silent prayer a day is another way to
get into the heart of our faith.
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Transformed Thru Generosity
Many of you have been asking about the changes to the Stewardship
program and offering envelopes for 2020. As Financial Secretary for the
Congregation, I can answer most of your questions!
PLEDGE DRIVE CHANGES
This year we are approaching the annual pledge drive as an opportunity to live out our faith – faith in God,
faith in Each Other and faith in the World. After prayerful consideration, you will complete the pledge envelope, seal it, address the envelope to yourself and return it to the church. By sealing the envelope you will be
making your pledge private, between you and God. We will not be opening the envelopes to see what you
pledged, rather we will mail your pledge back to you in the fall of 2020 as a reminder of the commitment you
made this year.
Question 1: “If you do not open the pledges, how do you know how much to expect/budget for General
Offerings in 2020?”
Answer 1: Faith and history! Over the past decade the number of pledges received has continued to
decline. Less than 30% of our members turn in a pledge card. The budget for member contributions is based
on last year’s actual giving along with any anticipated economic changes in the coming year.
Question 2: Will we still get contribution statements?
Answer 2: Yes! Contribution statements will be mailed out three times per year, in the Spring, in the Fall, and
after the end of the year. The statements will not have the “Ahead/Behind” calculation since we will not be
recording pledges in the system. Statements will include a financial update – whether the church is experiencing a deficit or a surplus. That way you can plan your giving accordingly to continue to support the missions and programs of the church for the rest of the year.
OFFERING ENVELOPE CHANGES
Another change you will see in 2020 is a new Offering Envelope. We are moving away from the boxes of dated and numbered envelopes to a standard envelope to be used by everyone. You will still keep your member number. Offering Envelopes will be available in the pews for you to use on Sunday mornings. Envelopes
will also be available for you to take home to fill out and bring with you on Sunday mornings or drop in the
mail if you are out of town. If you are already at your winter address, we will mail you a pack of envelopes to
use throughout the year.
Please share your questions with us as they arise! We’ll be happy to help everyone through these changes.
We hope you all have a blessed and joyful Christmas!
Your “Generosity” Committee
Kim Richter, Chair; Bruce Meyers, Debbie Pirkl, Pastor John

Member Contributions
October, 2019 Year-to-Date
Budget
Actual
Variance
$333,898
$324,304
-$9,594

Annual
Budget
$390,000

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual member contributions.
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DECEMBER FORUM OFFERINGS
We have a couple more chances for you to join for a fast 45 minutes or so to look at a challenging subject in
2019. Come to the lounge after the worship service (approximately 10:40 a.m.) and participate in exploring
the topic at hand. The 2019 Train is now leaving the station. Be sure to be on board!
December 1

Thanksgiving Weekend. No forum.

December 8

Following a discussion and a vote at the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee, the ELCA became a “sanctuary denomination.” As a sanctuary church, we are
walking alongside of immigrants and refugees as a matter of faith. What does this
mean? Let’s explore the topic.

December 15

“Christmas Mix” is a reprise of last year’s media exploration of significant Christmas messages portrayed in popular films and programs. We have a new twist in the program
here and there. Can you spot your favorite?

December 22 and 29 No forums. We will return on January 12.

Sunday, December 8

10:40am

Rooms 204/205

Join Pastor John for a conversation about the meaning of baptism in the
Christian life. All those desiring the sacrament of baptism are required to receive
instruction. Please contact the church office if you are planning to attend. Thank
you.

Matrix and the temporary Homeless Shelter has returned
to St. Stephen’s. Our guests will be with us until Dec. 28.
We as a congregation are blessed to assist our neighbors in need. This will be our third
year of sponsoring the Matrix housing program. We are doubly blessed by opening our
doors to the homeless in December—the month we celebrate the Holy Family who also
needed a place to stay. How can you help? Here are the links to sign ups ranging from In-Kind donations,
laundry, meal preparation, Shelter aides to moving crews:
In-Kind Donations https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A45ADAE2CA7FC1-inkind2
Laundry https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a45adae2ca7fc1-laundry2
Meals https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a45adae2ca7fc1-meal1
Shelter Aid https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A45ADAE2CA7FC1-shelter4
Moving Crew https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080A45ADAE2CA7FC1-shelter5

COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORTS
Please mark your calendars. Committee Annual Reports
are due in the office NO LATER THAN Sunday, January 12, 2020

THANK YOU!
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TOOLS FOR Discipleship
FEATURED TOOL OF THE MONTH: “STORY”
For followers of Jesus, story is important in many, many ways. Jesus taught in stories. The
story of Jesus reveals who God is and what God has done. The stories of Scripture are a
treasure chest for the life of faith. Our personal stories are the way we bear witness to
Jesus. Seeing our own story as part of God’s larger story gives life context and meaning,
and living in a story that we know ends in eternal life gives us hope and courage for the
days along the way.
The Old Testament story unfolds as a series of movements on a map. Abraham and Sarah journey from their
home in the East, up over the top of the Fertile Crescent and down into the Promised Land. That journey is
represented by the upper curved arrow in the Story icon. Later, their descendants leave the Promised Land
and move to Egypt, represented in the lower curved arrow. The story continues over many generations with
a return to the Promised Land from Egypt in the Exodus, followed by a deportation back to the East in the
Exile. The Old Testament story concludes with a final journey of return to the Promised Land to await the
coming of the Messiah.
The New Testament story also unfolds on a map, but as an ever widening circle centered on Jerusalem. The
life and work of Jesus takes place there, and his message “ripples” out into the rest of the world as his
disciples proclaim it “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
In both the Old and New Testaments, God’s goal remains the same (to embrace ALL people throughout the
world), and the same basic strategy is used (commissioning a group of people to live out the message of
God’s love.) In the Old Testament however, the approach is to have those people in a central location so
that the message can go out from there. (Micah 4:2b) In the New Testament it’s the people themselves that
are sent out into the world, bearing the message with them as they go. (Matthew 28:19)
The story of God’s activity in the world to deliver the message of love does not end with what’s written in the
Bible. The story continues on through all the people that came afterwards, including each one of us. When
we are called to be “witnesses,” it’s a call for us to tell our own stories of how God has touched and blessed
us. Story is still the way that God is at work in the world.
Jesus used stories and parables when he taught 2000 years ago and he still uses stories to speak to us today,
calling to mind a story from Scripture or life. Sharing these stories with each other is part of how we listen to
God together, and how we care for and encourage each other. Stories become for us a kind of lexicon, a
dictionary of images, ideas, themes and emotions that are able to catch our attention and strike chords in
our minds, hearts and spirits. When we read stories in Scripture, we may begin by looking for what God said
to people at the time since it may also apply to us today. But we also listen through the stories for what God
is saying to us now. The story is still being told.

Featured Devotional Resource—Christ In Our Home
Published by Augsburg Fortress for the ELCA, “Christ in Our Home is a quarterly devotional resource that encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each reflective reading is
accompanied by a daily scripture reference and prayer for the day that follows the
Revised Common Lectionary.” Source: these booklets are often available for free at
church and can also be ordered online at augsburgfortress.org.
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Let’s Talk
On Thursday, December 5, 6:30-9 p.m. you are invited to the
home of Darcy and Dane McKenzie, 1415 Cherry Hill Road,
Mendota Heights, for an early Christmas potluck!
We are inviting our Muslim friends from the Masjid At-Taqwa to experience a home-based Advent Potluck. We’ll sing some guitar led Christmas carols and have a fascinating conversation about Advent/
Christmas.
This is a St. Stephen’s based pot-luck. Out of respect for our guests please bring no dishes with pork and no
alcohol. Appetizers. Entries. Desserts welcome.
Please RSVP with Darcy at 651-261-3439. A link has been set up on “Perfect Potluck” for SSLCers to coordinate
are giving. The link is https://www.PerfectPotluck.com/MVPE9296.
This evening will be a wonderful part of your Advent celebration!

Manger Scene
A friend of St. Stephen’s was reading our annual report last
year and found in the Inviting Committee’s report their desire
for a manger scene on the corner. She thought about it and
said, “Why not?” She donated the majority of the funds for the
figures. She explained that she did it in recognition of Gerrit
Lamain’s dedication and giftedness to our music program.
The Inviting Committee will display the manger scene on the
corner of Charlton and Wentworth with the intention of sending the message of God’s love, through Jesus’ birth, to all who
drive by.
Thank you to our donor and all who give! It is indeed more
blessed to give than receive.
PS. A camel will be paying tribute to the Christ child as well, he’s just a little slow!

YULETIDE ECHOES
Spend a relaxing afternoon
Filled with friends, family and
Holiday cheer!
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Tracy’s Tidbits:
It is the time of year when many of us begin to think of things in a mindset of
THANKFULNESS AND BLESSINGS!
A time to do things for others and in doing things for others we serve OUR MIGHTY GOD!
So how do we develop a “HEART OF SERVICE” in our children?

We begin to teach a heart of service by serving others.
It does not have to be big and grandiose gestures … small and simple things can help our children
learn to serve … and when we teach them to serve we are helping them to be God’s servants
for life!
Here are some ideas for your family:
1. Help organize canned and boxed items and donate to a food shelf
2. Set up, serve or clean up at church event or on Sunday morning
3. Give family members a back rub after a hard day at work or school
4. Paint over graffiti
5. Do yard work or snow shoveling for a neighbor
6. Visit an elderly person and spend time with them
7. Volunteer to clean toys in the church nursery
8. Deliver cookies and a thank-you note to the police or fire station
9. Tutor or mentor students who are younger than you--help with homework
10. Unload the dishwasher, vacuum, dust, general clean-up without being asked
11. Make care packages for people who maybe homeless and on a street corner
12. Read to young children or to people in a nursing home
13. Play music at a nursing home or for homebound person

Just Imagine if during the MONTH OF DECEMBER
we each completed ONE SMALL ACT OF KINDNESS every day…
JUST IMAGINE!!!!!
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This summer we will be going to Toledo, Ohio to serve our neighbors!
This is for youth going into grades 6 to 12! Dates are: July 26 to the
31st. Cost is $375 a person. Please talk to Ali and sign up by March
22nd.

Ali’s Corner

This summer we will not be going to Camp Wapo. We feel it is time
for a change and Camp Onamia has amazing programming. There
are a few different types of programs at Camp Onamia, check out
their website! Ali will send out more information soon. Reach out to
Ali for more questions or concerns about this transition.
Other fun one day events this summer will be happening! Watch
your email as summer gets closer!
Our activity night in December is on Saturday the 21st! From 2pm to
7pm! We will be sledding and come back to St Stephen’s for dinner,
treats and games. This is a family event! All are welcome!
Do you have an event you want Ali to come see? Let her know, she
would love to come support you!

- Ali

SAVE THE DATE— Add to your calendar
Events you don’t want to miss!

WEDNESDAYS
December 4
and 11

WEDNESDAY
December 18

WEDNESDAYS
December 25
and January 1

Faith Formation As Usual
5:30pm Dinner, 6:00pm Worship, 6:25pm Faith Formation.
There are opportunities for all ages—even adults!
Come and check it out!
Family and Community Worship
5:30pm Dinner, 6:00-6:45pm Worship Time with
Communion and singing Christmas Carols in the Sanctuary.
6:45-7:00pm Hot Chocolate and cookies!
No Faith Formation
Resumes WEDNESDAY, January 8th, 2020!

Did you see the recent newspaper article sharing the news that General Mills’ 23 year old Box Tops for Education program is going digital? Put your scissor away and get out your phone or tablet and download the
new mobile app. Once downloaded scan your store receipts within 14 days of your purchases. The app will
automatically analyze which products are eligible and tabulate the amount that will be donated to your
school of choice. In the past all collected coupons at St Stephen’s were given to support Garlough Elementary. Every box top is still worth 10 cents. These coupons can be found on a variety of products like: baking
supplies, bake ware, cereal, food storage, frozen foods, paper products, school and office supplies, waste
bags and the list goes on. The labels look like the ones pictured above right. Thank you for helping our
neighborhood youth!
St. Stephen’s Update Newsletter ▪ December, 2019
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As we near the end of 2019 we want to thank everyone for your love for our neighbors in need expressed by
your generous gifts of funds, food, and your time. In partnering with Neighbors Inc. we help them provide
needed food and hygiene items to a growing number of people from northern Dakota County.
Here’s some interesting stats found on Neighbors Inc website—at a glance, the food shelf:


Serves more than 500 families each month (an update to this number, our Neighbors rep Marilyn
Erickson reports that in the month of October Neighbors broke a record (not one that you would want
to break) and served over 720 families.



Provides clients with a week’s worth of food during each visit (about 110 lbs. per family).

Food is a common expression of love and we can share that love with others during the holidays and throughout the year. The need is always there.
Here are some tips for giving food:


Foods with good nutritional quality such as canned fruits and vegetables (low sodium), dried fruits,
whole grains like oatmeal, pasta, and brown rice



High protein foods like canned chicken, salmon, tuna, peanut butter, shelf stable milk, dried beans,
quinoa, canned stew or chili



Fruit juices in containers that are 100% juice



Canned soups that are low in sodium



Olive oil, honey, low sodium broths, spices, condiments like ketchup and mustard.



Baby formula, baby food, baby cereal, and even diapers



Personal care products like toothpaste, toothbrushes, soaps, deodorant, toilet paper

Things NOT to give:





Expired foods
Damaged containers or open boxes
Glass containers
Pop top lids are better than those needing a can opener

OTHER WAYS TO HELP: Volunteer opportunities of every kind are available—we’re sure you could find your
niche. Help in the food shelf, the “Clothes Closet”, be a volunteer driver. There are many programs in addition to the food shelf that Neighbors Inc provides. Take a look at their website https://www.neighborsmn.org/
for more detailed information regarding programs and volunteer opportunities.
THANK YOU for making a difference in the lives of those in need!
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Warm Clothes for Garlough
This Christmas season we have an
opportunity to help kids in our
neighborhood.
Garlough School, which is just down the
street from St. Stephen's, needs some
help. The staff tells us that about 2/3 of
their students come from economically
-disadvantaged families. They have an
ongoing need for winter gear such as
hats, mittens, gloves, jackets, snow
pants, boots, socks, etc. in sizes for kids
from kindergarten through fourth
grade. "Gently used" is OK.
There will be a place in the narthex to
drop off your donations. We will be
collecting these items through
December.
Thank you for helping children in our
community stay warm!
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Each month our dedicated Loaves &
Fishes volunteers from St. Stephen's
respond to Jesus' call to feed the hungry
by preparing and serving a meal to
hungry people in our community.
Join our St. Stephen’s group Tuesday,
Dec. 10 to prepare dinner, serve and
clean up. Come for the whole evening
or just part. We serve at St. Matthew’s
Church located at 490 Hall Street, in
St. Paul.
The evening schedule is:
2-5pm Preparation, 5-6pm Serving,
6-7pm Clean Up.
Questions - please call Marti Bonk
at 651-303-6284.

St. Stephen’s
delivers every
fourth Wednesday
for the Meals-OnWheels program.
Each route takes about 1 hr to
complete. We pick up meals at Faith
United Methodist Church, and deliver
to our neighbors in West St. Paul,
Mendota, Inver Grove, and the South
St. Paul area. If you feel called to help
us, please contact Loren Van Pelt at
(651)-328-4439, or the church office.
Thank you for all you do.
Upcoming Delivery Date:
Dec. 18
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Prayer Wall
The LORD has heard my plea,
the LORD will answer my prayer.” -Psalm 6:9

The Bible says that if we have any needs
whether they be physical, emotional, or
spiritual, we should bring those to God through
prayer and He will hear us.
When your heart starts to worry,
and your mind just cannot rest,
put your prayers down on paper
and let God do the rest.
There’s no better advice than stated above.
Have you taken advantage of our new
“Prayer Wall” located in the Narthex just inside
the Charlton door?
If you have a prayer concern take a colored
card from the basket and write your prayer
request or answer to prayer. Roll your card and
place in the prayer wall.
Say a prayer that the LORD would give you the
strength to leave it there, giving it to God.
The “Prayer Wall” is for everyone—for ALL are
Children of God.

What is Prayer?
Prayer isn’t a ritual that depends on closing our eyes and putting on holy faces. We don’t have
to kneel or sit. We can pray while walking, driving, or working. God responds to a two word cry
for help in the middle of a busy afternoon, just like God does to a focused prayer time after
reading Scripture in the morning. Praying doesn’t have to be complicated. God delights in any
simple words we offer. Just like you are glad to hear from your children, so is God!

Women’s Group: Fridays at 7:00 pm, Rm 206
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Wee Wonder
Youth Forum

9

am
am
am
am

2

Monday

8

9:30
10:30
10:40
10:45

1

Sunday

Memorial Service
James Valentine

am Men’s Breakfast
am Walkers
pm Encore
pm AA-Women’s

7:30 am Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am Walkers
7:00 pm AA-Women’s

27

8:30 am Walkers
2:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm AA-Women’s
Older

20

7:30
8:30
2:00
7:00

13

2:00 pm Encore
7:00 pm AA-Women’s

8:30 am Walkers
10-11am Visitation &

6

Friday
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28

21

2:00 pm Sibley Band
Swing
Dance

14

8:30 am Rooted in
The Word
Bible &
Breakfast
Joseph’s

7

Saturday

For I Know the Plans I Have For You ...
Altar Guild—
December—Mary Brunkow
Special Services
Christmas Eve: 3:30pm Diane Merrill 5:30pm Mary Brunkow
10:30pm Lori Ritt
Christmas Day: 9:30am Lori Ritt
- - - - - - - 9:30 a.m. Worship Service - - - - - - -

Ushers—
Butch Canniff, Arnie Heuer, Steve Hanson, Jim Packer, Bruce Meyers

Lectors
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 24

Dean Eisfelder
Mary Jo Martinek
Dave Paton
Kathy Canniff
3:30pm Bruce Meyers
5:30pm Matt Kirkwood
10:30pm Jenny Van Pelt
Dec. 25 To Be Determined
Dec. 29 Mary Brunkow

Communion Servers
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 24

Steve Gebauer, Brenda Gieser
Mark Rogosheske, Deborah Ellis
Jeff Kubat, Tracy Westman
Patrice Katzenmaier, Lynda Bergeson
3:30pm Sara and Andy Ruff, Kathy Packer, Joanie Regan
5:30pm Lynn Kubat, Mary Jo Martinek, Larry and Patty Longard
10:30pm Jenny and Loren Van Pelt, two additional needed
Dec. 25 To Be Determined
Dec. 29 To Be Determined

Audio Visual
Month of December: Videographer: Norm Goetzke
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 29

ProPresenter: Keith Gregory Soundboard: Matt Kirkwood
ProPresenter: Jenny Van Pelt Soundboard: Loren Van Pelt
ProPresenter: Henning Ladies Soundboard: Shawn Haarstad
ProPresenter and Soundboard: Jan Perkins
To Be Determined
To Be Determined
ProPresenter: Keith Gregory Soundboard: Matt Kirkwood

Outdoor Street Sign
Dec. 2
Dec. 9
Dec. 16
Dec. 23
Dec. 30

Jerry Thoreson
Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson
Dale Johnson
Jerry Thoreson

Offering Counters
Dec. 2
Dorothy Culbert, Dave Bergeson, Sue Clark
Dec. 9
Jerry Thoreson, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Dec. 16
Joan Regan, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Dec. 23
Dan and Alice Mikel, Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
Dec. 30
Dorothy Culbert, Dave Bergeson, Sue Clark

Fellowship Hosts
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 29

Jolene and Chris Sather
Bruce and Diane Meyers
Karen Sipinen, Patrice Katzenmaier
Debbie Pirkl, Sue Clark
The Gillman Family

Sunday Drivers
Dec. 1
Dec. 8
Dec. 15
Dec. 22
Dec. 29

Dale Johnson
Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson
Steve Morganson
Dale Johnson
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12/1

Brett Culver

12/9

Evangeline Szczepaniak

12/21

Noelle Nederhoed

12/1

Brenda Gieser

12/9

Anna Wilson

12/21

Brooke Young

12/1

Janet Greengard

12/11

Nancy Reberk

12/23

Ann Anderson

12/2

Marjorie Haslerud

12/11

Clyde Warren

12/23

Joanna Mead

12/3

Guy de Lambert III

12/12

Barb Dickie

12/25

Lisa Kemming

12/4

Marti Bonk

12/12

Judith Hammersten

12/26

Nico Lopez Jr

12/4

Blake Martinson-Packer

12/13

Sierra Haarstad

12/26

Beatrice Tonn

12/4

Mark Rogosheske II

12/13

Mary Pease

12/27

Betty Forester

12/5

Sharon Booth

12/14

Michael Bonk

12/27

Samantha Henning

12/5

Thomas Evans

12/14

Michelle Steffen

12/27

Lowell Meyer

12/5

Zachary Ruff

12/15

Stacy Dreelan

12/28

Kevin Hanson

12/6

Jessica Anderson

12/15

Christine Scribner

12/28

John Stai

12/6

Piper Gillman

12/17

Cheryl Millard

12/29

Tanner Anderson

12/6

Dane McKenzie

12/17

James Pace

12/29

Tyler Pease

12/6

Rebekah Villafuerte

12/18

Nicole de Lambert

12/29

Thomas Shields

12/7

Danielle Kirkwood

12/18

David Heutmaker

12/29

Joy Stenhaug

12/9

Devin Bauert

12/18

Jon Kemming

12/29

Lauren Youness

12/9

Mary Molumby

12/20

Holly Engstrom

12/31

Dave Dreelan

12/9

Deborah Pirkl

12/20

John Gralish

12/31

Pamela Sweeney

St. Stephen’s Book Club
Wednesday, December 11 | 10am
Panera on Robert Street, West St. Paul
Book Selections
December - SALVAGE THE BONES by Jesmyn Ward
January MY GRANDMOTHER ASKED ME TO TELL YOU
SHE’S SORRY by Fredrik Backman

The Update is a monthly newsletter published for members and friends of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church.
Any news items, articles, and suggestions are welcome and encouraged.
Deadline for articles for the January issue: 2nd Wednesday of the Month—December 11.
January Distribution Date: TBD

▪

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter via email? If so, please call the church office.
We also post the current newsletter on our website: www.ststephenswsp.org.
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
All Christmas Eve services include candle lighting and Holy Communion

3:30 p.m. — Family Worship
A simple, visual, joyful service, for children of all ages

5:30 p.m. — Lessons and Carols
A traditional reading of the Christmas story with hymns and soloists

10:30 p.m. — Traditional
A formal, powerful service with orchestra

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP - 9:30 a.m. — Traditional
Celebrate Christ’s birth with a quieter, more informal worship

Come Celebrate
With Us
This
Christmas Season!

SeekHim

