“TransFormative Connections
to God, each other, and the world”




Saturday, March 28
through
Friday, April 10

In response to Gov. Tim Walz’s Emergency Executive Order we are ending office hours effective Saturday, March 28 through Friday, April 10, or as extended by the state.
Jan Perkins, Church Office Administrator, and I will be in the office frequently. We will also be checking
and responding to your voice and emails.
St Stephen’s will continue to record and broadcast all worship services, including all services in Holy
Week. Faith leaders and workers are included in the state’s listing of essential businesses. “This category
also includes workers necessary to plan, record, and distribute online or broadcast content to community
members.” I’m pleased with this exemption since we all need the hope that is central to our mission of
the Body of Christ. The building is closed temporarily, the church never is!
Stay well and stay connected!
Pastor John and the Executive Committee

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12, AT NOON

RING A BELL … CLAP YOUR HANDS … POUND A POT
Declare to a neighbor, “Christ is Risen!”
and hear them respond, “He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia!”
We’ve been inspired by the community spirit across Italy, Spain, and New York when they gather on their
balconies and a citywide cheer goes up for our heroes, those serving in the medical profession.
We are trying to raise a similar “joyful noise” at Noon on Easter Sunday throughout our community—all people
across denominations—joining in a proclamation that we are in this together and there is wonderful hope!
Don’t be shy—make a joyful noise and listen for your neighbors!

Connecting to Each Other
Speaking of being church in a new time—we are sending out a much smaller Update—presently on an
irregular schedule—to the 175 members and friends of St. Stephen’s who prefer written communication. We
will communicate with the rest of you online every Friday with our eUpdate.
Remember—feel free to call the office if there’s something St. Stephen’s can do for you—if we don’t answer,
leave a voice mail—we will get back to you.
Please remember to pick up the phone and call others, to check in and to chat. We all need to be connected to each other.
If you are receiving this paper copy we don’t have your email address. Please contact the church office with
it so we can save on postage costs.

Thank you to the National Lutheran Choir Community
Join the National Lutheran Choir community for a half hour of music, faith, and
fellowship as we weather these unprecedented times together. They will share music,
stories, and hope in a virtual gathering place where all can participate.

Sunday, April 19th at 4pm online at NLCA.com or Facebook.com/NLChoir
You can support the choir via their website. We will enjoy a pre-recorded choir
selection(s) generously free of charge during our Holy Week worship services.

Methods For
Financially Supporting Our Ministries:
Mail in your offerings or consider using the convenience of automatic
withdrawals.
Set up your automatic withdrawals via one of these options:
 Visit http://www.ststephenswsp.org and choose “GIVE ONLINE” to schedule your
donation.
 Call the St Stephen’s office and request a Simply Giving form be sent to you to set up automatic withdrawals from bank account or credit card.
 Use your personal banking bill pay tool to set up automatic payments to St Stephen’s.
 Watch for giving my Text as an alternative coming soon.

Member Contributions
March, 2020
Year-to-Date
Budget
Actual
Variance
$118,507

$115,109

$-3,398

Annual
Budget
$410,900

The figures above provide a comparison of budget vs. actual member contributions.
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How are things going at church?
These are challenging times but also times when we clarify what is truly important
in our lives and church is!
We miss things we took for granted like going out for a meal. We miss the people
we saw regularly and just having people around us.
We miss gathering as a congregation for worship and prayer and the encouragement of the Christian community—our shared devotions and love for God,
each other and the world.
We miss you! We recognize our “oneness in Christ” by our absence from each other’s lives—and we’re eager
to reconnect once the state determines it is safe.
But, how are things going at church? We joke at the beginning of each day—what part of being church do
you want to re-invent today?
We have an outstanding number of people stepping up and being the church in new ways.
 Special thanks to our Audio/Visual team—Keith Gregory, Shawn Haarstad, Norm Goetzke,
Pastor Tim and Jan Perkins. You can see elsewhere where their work is broadcasted—they have
learned—tried—experimented until our services are really well presented.
 Special thanks to the 35 volunteers who stepped up and called 500 people in a week to bring
blessings—see what was needed and how to best stay in touch.
 Special thanks to the 19 members of all ages who recorded a section of the Passion Narrative at
home which Pastor Tim was able to turn into one video to be played during the Palm Sunday
service. (So great to see some familiar faces!)
 To our staff who are doing so much to keep us connected and engaged as the Body of Christ.
There is so much else your church is doing—too much to list but groups are meeting online—words of encouragement shared, new ways to express what the church has always been.
One final but critical thank you - to all who have been able to help these ministries continue through their
financial offerings. As you can imagine—we need your help—and for those for whom its possible—even an
increase. You will see elsewhere the ways that is possible.
How are things going at church? Frankly, they are exciting and inspiring. So many people are helping! So
much commitment and extra effort by our staff. Such an awareness that God walks with us and transforms us
during these challenging times.
Thank you for your prayers, efforts and faithfulness.
We will be back together!

PS. Here is my shortest sermon ever: Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world (fear, blame, hording)
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern that is the will of God (love,
sharing, patience, service) - what is good and acceptable and perfect.”
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What’s Available and Where to Find It
Audio of Sermons – Church website, under Resources http://www.ststephenswsp.org/
Video of Services – We are live streaming worship on the St. Stephen’s Facebook page, and those recordings
are also saved there so you can view them at any time! To go directly to the recorded videos, follow this link:
https://bit.ly/SSLC-FB-Video. (You do not have to have a Facebook account to view the videos!) DVDs of
worship services are also available on request, and remember to check your Town Square Dakota County
Cable website Channel 16 to find out when our service will be aired https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/
ch16.
Worship Bulletins – Church website, under Resources. Great to have in hand during the live stream!

Photo Directory is Online!
Our new photo directory is available online! To find it, first go to the St. Stephen’s website at http://
www.ststephenswsp.org/. Click on the “Resources” menu in the middle near the top and select “Photo Directory.” This will take you to a page that asks for a password, which is “DIYDirectory.” (Feel free to share that
password with anyone in the congregation.) That will take you to a page where you can choose to look at
the photos in two different ways. You can view them in a file folder, or view and download a printable document that has nine photos per page. Let us know what you think, and remember – you can send in a photo for
the directory at any time and we will add it right in for you!

Featured Devotional Resource – Jesus Calling
This book has a devotional reading for each day of the year, written by Sarah Young, a
Presbyterian woman who has worked as a missionary for many years. Amazon.com describes the book in this way: “In this bestselling devotional, readers will receive words of
hope, encouragement, comfort, and reassurance of Jesus’ unending love. The devotions
are written as if Jesus himself were speaking directly to each reader. Devotions are followed by a journaling prompt with lines for writing thoughts and prayers. Reading Scripture, listening to God's voice, and journaling her thoughts made Sarah more aware of His
presence, allowing her to enjoy more of His peace. And following these steps will do the
same for you.“ Some people are distressed that Ms. Young is “putting words in Jesus’
mouth” by writing her devotions in first person as if Jesus himself was speaking. Others
have found this to be a very meaningful way to engage their own relationship with Jesus more personally.
Source: jesuscalling.com

Ongoing Book Studies—Hosted By Pastor Tim
Manna and Mercy Reading Group (currently in session)
Read one chapter a week for 16 weeks—we are now on week 13 of 16. Weekly 30minute conversation via online video chat Tuesday evenings at 7pm. Tuesday, April 7th
we will be discussing Chapter 14: The Danger of Pharaoh’s—Egypt Way. To join the conversation,
just visit bit.ly/MandMwithTT.

Falling Upward Book Study (Next conversation is Monday, April 13). Conversations are held online by
video chat, twice each month on 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7:00 pm. To join the chat, visit bit.ly/SSLC-Book.
April 13 we will concentrate on Chapters 11 & 12.
Curious how video chat works? Talk to Pastor Tim he can answer any questions you may have.
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Tracy’s Tidbits:
Easter, a Christian holiday, celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ which occurred on the third day after he was crucified on the cross. 40 days prior to Easter, Christians follow Lent, which is supposed to be 40
days of prayer, penance and fasting. IN THE BEGINNING OF APRIL WE WILL BE CELEBRATING HOLY WEEK.
During Holy Week, Holy Thursday commemorates when the Last Supper was held. Good Friday commemorates Jesus' crucifixion and death. Easter Sunday is three days after Good Friday and this is the day that
Jesus rose from the dead and we celebrate his resurrection.
With Easter egg hunts, a bunny mascot and chocolate aplenty, it’s easy to see why Easter is an exciting
time for kids! Yet how many of them actually know why we celebrate Easter or where our Easter traditions
come from? These fun facts should help you discover how to explain Easter to Kids!
1. The date of Easter changes every year. This is because Easter falls on the first Sunday after the full
moon following the March equinox. However, this always occurs on or between 22nd March and 25th
April.
2. Easter is the Christian celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the oldest Christian tradition. It
is also considered to be the most important date on the Christian calendar. When Jesus was resurrected it
proved he was the Son of God.
3. Easter marks the end of the 40-day period of Lent, which is a traditional time of fasting that begins on
Ash Wednesday.
4. The week before Easter is known as Holy Week. This begins
on Palm Sunday and includes Maundy Thursday (the day of
the Last Supper), Good Friday (the day of Christ’s crucifixion)
and Holy Saturday (the time between the crucifixion and resurrection).
5. Jesus death was symbolic in that he was dying for our sins.
The wine in communion symbolizes Jesus’ blood. The bread
during communion symbolizes His body.
6. Decorating Easter eggs was traditionally a symbol of the
empty tomb. Christians believe that Easter eggs symbolize new
life and resurrection. The first Easter baskets looked like bird
nests.
(https://www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/
easter_facts/153/)
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Call for Prayers
Tuombe...Let Us Pray
The practice of mutual prayer, done with and for one another,
is one of the foundational pillars of our Bega Kwa Bega companion synod relationship with the Iringa Diocese of the ELCT.
As communities of faith around the world grapple with the
COVID-19 pandemic, let us join our hearts and voices in prayer.
Below are messages recently received from Ihimbo and Iwonde— please keep our Tanzanian brothers and
sisters in your prayers. Good is Good. All the time. 

Hi,
This is greetings and appreciations from your
friends, Ihimbo members. At Ihimbo we are
receiving a lot of rain this year. It is now even
more than enough for our crops. Pray for us.
Thank you very much for the funds (Tshs
6,840,000.00) which you released for roofing
our Utengule
Evangelist
house. All the
roofing materials were purchased and
we have started roofing.
Beside of the
rainy challenge we expect to accomplish roofing by the
end of this month. May God bless you for this
contribution.
We also thank you for the scholarship funds
(Tsh. 6,450,000.00) which we budgeted to be
spent by our children this year. Those children
are in school now. We pray and we will keep
you in our prayers.
The people of
Ihimbo including
myself are
longing to see
you. Greet everyone in the
parish. “Ihimbo
parish love St.
Stephen's parish.”
We wish you a
blessed Easter.
KARIBU SANA
Pastor Yona
Kinganga
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Hello.
How are you doing as Easter is approaching? Sorry
for Corona virus
pandemic. Let us
keep on praying
for each other
and take good
actions/steps to
avoid contamination or spreading the virus.
I am writing this email to thank you for the contribution you made for ring-beam and roofing materials for our pastors house. We have received
the funds today, Now we are sure that the
house will be roofed. May God bless you.
This house is the priority of the parish this year.
April told us about a gift of 2000 Usd you set
aside for Iwonde (which is not yet sent to Iringa).
Thank you for all that. Our parish committees
have agreed that even that should be spent at
the same building. So when we get that we will
continue with plastering inside the walls and
making frames for doors and windows.
Again thank you for being our good friends. We
will keep on praying for you especially during
this sad time with Corona virus.
Its me,
Pastor Anania Kadege
on behalf of all Iwonde members
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4/2
4/2
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/6
4/6
4/6
4/6
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/13

Janine Bauert
Maya Kemming
Max Gregory
Ben Paton
Diane Johnson
Chance Gillman
Mitchell Gillman
Sandra Matejka
Veronica Van Pelt
Patrice Katzenmaier
James Meyers
Marcus Molumby
Deanna Poff
Gabriela Barrera
Elizabeth Dreelan
James Katzenmaier
Jas Gillman
Vincent Schuehle
Charles Cook
Teresa Belden

4/13
4/13
4/14
4/14
4/14
4/15
4/17
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/18
4/18
4/19
4/20
4/20
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/22
4/23

Andy Kluznik
Jennifer Van Pelt
Janice Culver
Lydia Gebauer
Jacob Wilson
Barbara Ihle
James Olin
Jennifer Petschen
Katlyn Price
Sophia Anderson
Cynthia Becker
Virginia Culver
Dwayne Strandberg
Lisa Anderson Mares
Joanne Jones
Brittany Morgenstern
Yvonne Roe
John Anderson
Landon Jasper
Jodi Lowary

4/24
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/25
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/27
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30
4/30

Carol Hanson
John Nygaard
Matthew Rechtzigel
Tracy Westman
Thelma Yess
Melissa Schuehle
Aurora Benjamin
Kevin Ericson
Joel Hostager
Margaret Meyer
Nathan Rechtzigel
Austin Bonk
Cynthia Ricketts
Maya Villafuerte
Arnold Heuer
Jerrilyn Mathisrud
John Steenberg
Sandra Becker
Fletcher Kresa

Would You Help Save Up to Three Lives?
If St. Stephen’s sponsored an American Red Cross blood drive at our location in
May or June would you be willing to donate? We would need to make sure we have enough people before
we can commit. Giving blood is a simple way to make a difference in someone’s life. Your one blood donation can help save up to three lives. If you feel called to participate. Please either respond to this
eUpdate, call the church office at 651-457-6541 or email Jan (jan@ststephenswsp.org) and we’ll add you to
the list of possible donors. Thank you! This project is being sponsored by Dave Paton and John Anderson.

The Update is a monthly newsletter published for members and friends of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church.
Any news items, articles, and suggestions are welcome and encouraged.
Deadline for articles for the May issue: 2nd Wednesday of the Month—April 8, 2020
May Distribution Date: April 29, 2020

▪

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter via email? If so, please call the church office.
We also post the current newsletter on our website: www.ststephenswsp.org.
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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church Invites you to ...
Join us as we walk alongside Jesus during Holy Week:
Due to CODIV-19 all services will be
Live-streamed on our Facebook page we
will NOT be gathering in person.
Beginning with Palm Sunday, April 5
Worship ending with the Passion Narrative at 9:30 a.m.

Death has been
Defeated.

Next we will gather on Maundy Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m .
via live-stream on our Facebook page
Good Friday, April 10 Worship at 7:00 p.m .
a somber service remembering Jesus’
passion—ending with a note of hope.
Easter Sunday, April 12 9:30 a.m .
Celebrate Christ’s resurrection during a joyful, festive service
including Holy Communion.
He is Risen—He is Risen Indeed!

Victory Won.
1 Corinthians 15:55

