St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, September 25, 2022  9:30 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware)
is an essential component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It
is the one whom death could not hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death
grip of greed. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome
Video: “Arthur’s Story”
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“What Is This Place”
What is this place where we are meeting?
Only a house, the earth its floor.
Walls and a roof sheltering people,
windows for light, an open door.
Yet it becomes a body that lives
when we are gathered here,
and know our God is near.

ELW #524 vs. 1-3

Words from afar, stars that are falling,
sparks that are sown in us like seed:
names for our God, dreams, signs, and wonders
sent from the past are all we need.
We in this place remember and speak
again what we have heard:
God's free redeeming word.
And we accept bread at this table,
broken and shared, a living sign.
Here in this world, dying and living,
we are each other's bread and wine.
This is the place where we can receive
what we need to increase:
our justice and God's peace.
Text: Huub Oosterhuis, b. 1933; tr. David Smith, b. 1933
Text © 1984 TEAM Publications, admin. OCP Publications,
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, b. 1906
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
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Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
* Prayer of the Day
O God, rich in mercy,
you look with compassion on this troubled world.
Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure
that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
1
Woe to those who are at ease in Zion
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
the notables of the first of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel resorts!
4
Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the stall,
5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David improvise on instruments of music,
6
who drink wine from bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Second Lesson
1 Timothy 6:6-19
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pains. 11 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of
the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence
of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in
his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will bring
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of
lords. 16 It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever
seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for those who in the present age
are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 They are to do good, to be
rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go”
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

ELW Page 151

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 16:19-31
Jesus said … 19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and
lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich
man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these
flames.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want
to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.' 27 He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them,
so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' 29 Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and
the prophets; they should listen to them.' 30 He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to
them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Build a Longer Table”
Build a longer table, not a higher wall,
feeding those who hunger, making room for all.
Feasting together, stranger turns to friend,
Christ breaks walls to pieces; false divisions end.

ACS #1062 vs. 1-4

Build a safer refuge, not a larger jail;
where the weak find shelter, mercy will not fail.
For any place where justice is denied,
Christ will breach the jail wall, freeing all inside.
Build a broader doorway, not a longer fence.
Love protects all people, sparing no expense.
When we embrace compassion more than fear,
Christ tears down our fences: all are welcome here.
When we lived as exiles, refugees abroad,
Christ became our doorway to the reign of God.
So must our tables welcome those who roam.
None can be excluded; all must find a home.
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com
Music: French carol. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

ELW #692

Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
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* Communion Hymn
“We Come to the Hungry Feast”
We come to the hungry feast
hungry for a word of peace.
To hungry hearts unsatisfied
the love of God is not denied.
We come, we come to the hungry feast.
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We come to the hungry feast
hungry for a world released
from hungry folk of ev'ry kind,
the poor in body, poor in mind.
We come, we come to the hungry feast.
We come to the hungry feast
hungry that the hunger cease,
and knowing, though we eat our fill,
the hunger will stay with us; still
we come, we come to the hungry feast.
Text and Music: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Text © 1982 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.
Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Christ Be Our Light”
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain
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Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain
Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

◙

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor ............................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Preaching Pastor ..................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Director of Worship ................................................................................. Bryon Dockter
Song Leaders ......................................................................................... Worship Chorus
Lectors ........................................................................... Jackie Hanson, Christine Davis
Communion Assistants ............................................................... Tim and Janet Gibson
Communications and Media Coordinator ............................................ Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .............................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ............................................................................ Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain ..... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................Jerry Thoreson

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Celebration of Our 18th Wedding Anniversary
Given by Brett and Janice Culver

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Jane Dockter, Dorrie Trombley,
Dale Johnson, Laura Walsh (Snider), Bill Coomer.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Steve and Kim Richter, Samantha and Allison Henning,
Alan and Karen Sipinen, Edward and Sandy Tande,
Robert and Bobby Auge and Nikki Landry,
Ed and Toni Wakem.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Minnesota Council of Churches
our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,
engaging and renewing partnerships.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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