
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Communion 

Worship September 19, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                 Reflection on “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” 

   Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome | Temple Talk—Vision and Action, Sara Ruff 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 

 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                        “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW #531 

The Feast Is Ready 

The trumpets sound, the angels sing, 

The feast is ready to begin. 

The gates of heav'n are open wide, 

and Jesus welcomes you inside. 
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Tables are laden with good things; 

oh, taste the peace and joy He brings. 

He'll fill you up with love divine; 

he'll turn your water into wine. 

 

Refrain 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin;  

the feast is ready to begin. 
 

The hungry heart He satisfies,  

offers the poor His paradise. 

Now hear all heaven and earth applaud  

the amazing goodness of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin;  

the feast is ready to begin. 

 CCLI Song # 190672  Graham Kendrick 

 © 1989 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  

 All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 #20540802 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen.  

 Hymn of Praise                       “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 Prayer of the Day 

O God, our teacher and guide, 

you draw us to yourself  

and welcome us as beloved children.  

Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition,  

that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding  

as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Jeremiah 11:18-20 

18 It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. 19 But I 

was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they devised 

schemes, saying, "Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

so that his name will no longer be remembered!" 20 But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 

who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed 

my cause. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 54 

Save me, O God, by your name,  

 and vindicate me by your might. 

Hear my prayer, O God;  

 give ear to the words of my mouth. 

For the insolent have risen against me,  

 the ruthless seek my life;  

 they do not set God before them. 

But surely, God is my helper;  

 the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

He will repay my enemies for their evil.  

 In your faithfulness, put an end to them. 

With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;  

 I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

For he has delivered me from every trouble,  

 and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Mark 9:30-37 

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31 for he 

was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and 

they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again." 32 But they did not understand 

what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in 

the house he asked them, "What were you arguing about on the way?" 34 But they were silent, for on 

the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, 

and said to them, "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all." 36 Then he took a 

little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 "Whoever welcomes 

one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                             “Children of the Heavenly Father” ELW#781 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Children of the heav'nly Father 

safely in his bosom gather; 

nestling bird nor star in heaven 

such a refuge e'er was given. 
 

God his own doth tend and nourish, 

in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, 

in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Though he giveth or he taketh, 

God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely 

to preserve them pure and holy. 

 Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958 

 Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Swedish folk tune. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                              hear our prayer.    
                       

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.   

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 



* Offertory Response                                 “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                                  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW #547 

Sent forth by God's blessing, 

our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. 

Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 

your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

With praise and thanksgiving 

to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 

with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

 Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. 

 Music: Welsh folk tune.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                               Celebration of “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”   Bryon Dockter 

◙ 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Jim, Merwin, Loren, Laura, Becky, Dave, Liz, Barbara, 

Alicia, Annette. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Brett and Janice, Joan, David and Lynette, Brent and Catherine, Tyler, Kelly, Ryker and Hudson. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. 

This week we offer prayers for the Minnesota Council of Churches, our partner in living out unity in faith in the com-

munity through connecting, engaging and renewing partnerships. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, 

Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible 

or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is 

needed. 

Correction to Sunday, September 12 Bulletin: 

Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of Mary Kay Nelson 

Dedicated by, 

Ron Nelson and Family 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Memory of Bob 

 

If tears could build a stairway 

and heartaches make a lane, 

I’d walk a path to Heaven 

and bring you home again. 
 

Happy Heavenly (71st) Anniversary! 

 

With all my love, 

Shirley Theno 



Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to the following families: 

 

 

Jenny and Loren Van Pelt and Family 

on the recent death of Jenny’s brother Kirk Peterson. 

Kirk lived in California. 

A memorial service will be held at 

Newport Lutheran Church, date to be determined. 

 

Wayne and Joyce Taylor and Family 

on the death of Wayne’s sister, Lois Sanders on August 30. 

Lois lived in Davenport, IA. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   
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