St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, September 18, 2022  9:30 a.m.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we have, it is
crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave himself a ransom
for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s gracious favor we have
everything we need. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Take My Life, That I May Be”
Refrain
Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

ELW #583 vs. 1, 2

Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee. Refrain
Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would I withhold;
take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose. Refrain
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap
Music: William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie Eleison”
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

Dakota Road Music

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
Words and Music by Larry Olson ©1989 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Hymn of Praise
“Glory to the Love”
Chorus:
Glory to the Love
Glory to the Life
Glory to the child of Light
From heaven to earth across the universe
Glory to the peace of Christ

Dakota Road Music

Moving, reaching into our lives
seeds of promise stirring inside (Chorus)
Teaching, healing, seeking the lost
turning tables, bearing the cross (Chorus)
Guiding Spirit open us wide
to see Christ in each others' eyes (Chorus)
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson
©2006 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayer of the Day
God among us,
we gather in the name of your Son
to learn love for one another.
Keep our feet from evil paths.
Turn our minds to your wisdom
and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Amos 8:4-7
4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5 saying, "When will
the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for
sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances,
6 buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the sweepings of the
wheat." 7 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 113
Praise the LORD!
Praise, O servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.
Blessed be the name of the LORD
from this time on and forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
the name of the LORD is to be praised.
The LORD is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens.
Who is like the LORD our God,
who is seated on high,
who looks far down
on the heavens and the earth?
He raises the poor from the dust,
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.
He gives the barren woman a home,
making her the joyous mother of children.
Praise the LORD!
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia (to whom shall we go)”
Alleluia, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Dakota Road Music

Words-traditional/Music by Sara Thomsen
©1994 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel Reading
Luke 16:1-13
1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him and said to him,
'What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.' 3 Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master
is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their
homes.' 5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe
my master?' 6 He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your bill, sit down
quickly, and make it fifty.' 7 Then he asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He replied, 'A
hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.' 8 And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, make
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you
into the eternal homes. 10 "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No slave can serve two masters; for a slave
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and wealth."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Be Thou My Vision”
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

ELW #793 vs. 1, 2

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: Irish traditional. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

ELW #692

Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW Page 152

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
* Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

“Lamb of God”

Bryon Dockter

* Communion Hymn
“All Who Are Thirsty”
Verse
All who are thirsty
All who are weak
Come to the fountain
Dip your heart in the stream of life
Let the pain and the sorrow
Be washed away
In the waves of His mercy
As deep cries out to deep
(We sing)

Brown/Robertson

Chorus 1
Come Lord Jesus come
Come Lord Jesus come
(REPEAT)
Chorus 2
Holy Spirit come
Holy Spirit come
(REPEAT)
Interlude
As deep cries out to deep
As deep cries out to deep
As deep cries out to deep we sing
CCLI Song # 2489542 Brenton Brown | Glenn Robertson
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Take My Life, That I May Be”
Refrain
Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my voice and let me sing
always, only for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee. Refrain

ELW #583 vs. 3, 4

Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;
take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne. Refrain
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adap
Music: William Dexheimer Pharris, b. 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

◙

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor .................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist .............................................................................................. Debbie Pirkl
Director of Worship .............................................................................. Bryon Dockter
Musicians ......................................... Garrett Masters, Hannah Ruikka, Britt Mathern
..................................................................... Calvin Millett, Chris Becker, Pastor John
Lectors ...................................................................................................... Alan Sipinen
Communion Assistants ......................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek
Communications and Media Coordinator ......................................... Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry ........................................................................... Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ........................................................................................................ Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain .. Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign ............................................................................. Jerry Thoreson

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Jane Dockter, Dale Johnson
Laura Walsh (Snider), Tari (Hostager), Linda Fleming, Dave Pruden (Martinek),
Kevin Ericson, Jr. and Family, Bill Coomer.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Vicki Jackson, Dorothy Meier, Lupe Lopez,
Patrick, Sarah, Max, Will and Kate Murphy, Bev Kirk.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate
Supporting Fair Trade reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers,
families, and communities around the world. Benefits to farming communities
include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop child labor, human trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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