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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Faithful God, 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world.   

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Service 



WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 

 Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; Public Domain 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

      

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



O Lord God, merciful judge, 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a grudge 

against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?"  So they approached Jo-

seph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died,  'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the 

crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime 

of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  Then his brothers 

also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are here as your slaves."  But Joseph said to them, 

"Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God?  Even though you intended to do harm to me, God in-

tended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today.  So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to 

them. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   

 

 Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

 and all that is within me,  

 bless his holy name.  

 Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

 and do not forget all his benefits—  

 who forgives all your iniquity,  

 who heals all your diseases,  

 who redeems your life from the Pit,  

 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  

 who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  

 The LORD works vindication  

 and justice for all who are oppressed.  

 He made known his ways to Moses,  

 his acts to the people of Israel.  

 The LORD is merciful and gracious,  

 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

 He will not always accuse,  

 nor will he keep his anger forever.  

 He does not deal with us according to our sins,  

 nor repay us according to our iniquities.  

 For as the heavens are high above the earth,  

 so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;  

 as far as the east is from the west,  

so far he removes our transgressions from us.  

 As a father has compassion for his children,  

 so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him. 

 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.  Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has wel-

comed them.  Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that 

they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  Some judge one 



day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their 

own minds.  Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in 

honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord 

and give thanks to God.  We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 

the Lord's.  For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and 

the living.  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it is written,  

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."   So 

then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

 

“Where True Charity and Love Abide” 

 Text: Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice 

 Text © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

 Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how of-

ten should I forgive? As many as seven times?"  Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times.   "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him;  and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, to-

gether with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  So the slave fell 

on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'  And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same slave, as he 

went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'  Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have pa-

tience with me, and I will pay you.'  But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 

would pay the debt.  When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 

and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and 

said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you 

not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?'  And in anger his lord handed him 

over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

                                              The Gospel of the Lord, 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 



 Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

 Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131.  

 All rights reserved.  Used under permission of 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW 752 

 Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 

 Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; 

 ONE LICENSE  #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009 #20540802 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 

Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

Come to the banquet table 

where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 

 



◙ 

Leaders in Today’s Service 

Pastor ................................................................................................ The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ........................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship Arts ....................................................................................... Ben Dyleuth 

Lectors ............................................................ Dean Eisfelder, Kathy Canniff, Beth Hostager 

Children’s Sermon ........................................................................................... Tracy Westman 

Audio Visual Ministry .......................................... Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke, Jan Perkins 

Prayer Chain ...................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

into your beloved vineyard 

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 

and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Mothering God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  

 

 Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. 

 © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE  #A-708293, R-196364 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: 

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in 

our prayers.  This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministries of 

The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are 

freed by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully.”  Their vision “A world experiencing the 

difference God’s grace and love in Christ makes for all people and creation.”

 

also offer prayers for our 

. 

 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help 

us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is 

placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  

Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of my husband, Bob 

 

Given by: Shirley Theno


