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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection
Faithful God,

God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; Public Domain

O Lord God, merciful judge,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
“Where True Charity and Love Abide”

Text: Latin antiphon, 9th cent.; Taizé Community; tr. With One Voice
Text © 1979 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. English text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?"
Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him;
and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.
So the slave fell
on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'
And out of
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.
But that same slave, as
he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by
the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.'
But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until
he would pay the debt.
When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.
Then his lord summoned
him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?'
And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying” ELW 752
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Mothering God,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Go in peace. Remember the poor.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in
our prayers. This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministries of
The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are
freed by grace to live faithfully, witness boldly and serve joyfully.” Their vision “A world experiencing the
difference God’s grace and love in Christ makes for all people and creation.”
also offer prayers for our
.
pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help
us keep our military member listing up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.
Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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