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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                          Reflection on “Lift High the Cross” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God our comforter: 

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 
 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                                        “Lift High the Cross” ELW #660 vs. 1, 4 

Refrain 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

 Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 

 Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-19474 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, 

and for our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, 

for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen.  

 Hymn of Praise                       “This is the Feast of Victory” ELW Page 149-150 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

O God, 

through suffering and rejection  

you bring forth our salvation, 

and by the glory of the cross  

you transform our lives.  

Grant that for the sake of the gospel  

we may turn from the lure of evil,  

take up our cross,  

and follow your Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 Blessing of Backpacks 

Dear God, 

as we get ready to start another year in school, 

we ask your blessing on these backpacks, 

and especially on these children who will wear them. 

 

As they do the very important work of being students, 

bless them with: 

 

eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large; 

respect for teachers and students, that they may form healthy relationships; 

love for nature, that they may become caretakers of your creation; 

happiness when learning is easy and stick-to-it-iveness when it is hard; 

faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend. 

 

We ask that you would protect these, your own children. 

 

Watch over them and keep them safe 

as they travel to and from school. 

 

As they learn, help them also to discover 

the different gifts that you have given each one of them 

to be used in your work in the world. 

 

As they hear the many voices that will fill their days, 

help them to listen most carefully for your voice, 

the one that tells them you will love them always, 

no matter what. 

 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

 

Amen. 

 Prayer from sundaysandseasons.com. 

 Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  

 [Slides courtesy of the ELCA] 

 All rights reserved. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a 

word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5 The Lord 

God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6 I gave my back to those 

who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 

and spitting. 7 The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 

face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who vindicates me is near. Who will 

contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9 It is the 

Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 116:1-9 

I love the LORD, because he has heard  

 my voice and my supplications. 

Because he inclined his ear to me,  

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me;  

 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;  

 I suffered distress and anguish. 

Then I called on the name of the LORD:  

 "O LORD, I pray, save my life!" 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous;  

 our God is merciful. 

The LORD protects the simple;  

 when I was brought low, he saved me. 

Return, O my soul, to your rest,  

 for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 

For you have delivered my soul from death,  

 my eyes from tears,  

 my feet from stumbling. 

I walk before the LORD  

 in the land of the living. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Mark 8:27-38 

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28 And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Eli-

jah; and still others, one of the prophets." 29 He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter an-

swered him, "You are the Messiah." 30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 

the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 He said 

all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at 

his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 

divine things but on human things." 34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any 

want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the 

sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                    “Will You Come and Follow Me” ELW#798 vs. 1, 4 

"Will you come and follow me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 
 

"Will you love the you you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me?" 

 Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949  Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.,  

 agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. 

 Music: Scottish traditional  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

The way ahead is dark and difficult to see. 

O shelter me, O shelter me: 

All will be well if only you will shelter me. 
 

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

   ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.   

* Blessing of Teachers 

Dear God, 

Grant our teachers an abundance of Your wisdom.  

Prepare their hearts to welcome and love our loved ones,  

and may we make sure to show them love and respect in return. [Amen] 

 

Give them grace as they help students who aren’t thriving,  

courage to say what needs to be said,  

tools and knowledge on how and when to speak love,  

and strength when they feel weak. [Amen] 

 

When they feel unseen,  

remind them that no moment goes unnoticed.  

They are shaping the future  

in one million small - yet incredibly important 

- ways every day. [Amen] 

 

We are overwhelmed with gratitude  

for the gift of learning they share with our children.  

Bless them, Lord, and may they see even just a glimpse 

of how their faithfulness will forever impact generations to come. 

Amen. 

   Prayer: © DaySpring Cards 

   Reprinted and used with permission. 

   All rights reserved. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 



 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                                “We Are an Offering” ELW #692 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering.  Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, 

Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, 

we give to you, we give to you.  We lift our voices, 

we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: 

we are an offering, we are an offering.  

   Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC. 

   All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

   CCLI #1664009  #20540802  Augsburg Fortress #SB158773 

 Offertory Prayer 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

All who hunger and thirst, come. 

The table is ready. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Lord of life, 

in the gift of your body and blood 

you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 

Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 



◙ 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Memory of Bob 

 

If tears could build a stairway 

and heartaches make a lane, 

I’d walk a path to Heaven 

and bring you home again. 
 

Happy Heavenly (71st) Anniversary! 

 

With all my love, 

Shirley Theno 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

People of God, 

you are Christ’s body, 

bringing new life to a suffering world. 

The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                             “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ELW #834 vs. 1, 4 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise! 
 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light; 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render; oh, help us to see 

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 

 Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 

 Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts 1807-1876 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace.  

The living Word dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                          Celebration of “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”   Bryon Dockter 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Jim, Merwin, Laura, Leslie, Linda, Angela, Becky, 

Dave, Liz, Barbara, Alicia, Annette. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Dorothy, Ryan, Abby and Helen, Matthew, Stephanie, Natalie, Melanie and Nathan, Steven, Blake and Corbin, 

Lila, Cole and Dylan. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. 

This week we offer prayers for Lutheran Campus Ministry.  A ministry grounded in Christ, guided by the values of 

hospitality, service, justice, integrity and curiosity. Operating on university campuses throughout the country bringing 

together like minded individuals to share God’s word. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, 

Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible 

or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is 

needed. 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences  

to the Family and friends of Major General John R. Dolny 

who passed away April 13, 2020.  A celebration of his life will be held here at 

St. Stephen’s on Friday, September 17—Visitation 10am, Memorial Service 11am. 
 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   
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