St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, September 11, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to worship this morning during this time after Pentecost. As Autumn has
approached we shift to ELW Setting 4 for our Liturgy. The Gathering Hymn this morning,
"Come Thou Almighty King", invites God, the King, the incarnate Word, the Comforter, the
One in Three to be present and lifted up in our assembly worship. The Hymn of the Day
celebrates and lifts up "God's Work, Our Hands". We sing "God is at work, in and around
us ... sharing the good news of the Gospel". In the Autumn season's Offertory response
we extend the theme and work through God's Work, Our Hands, reminding ourselves
weekly that "We are an Offering". During the Distribution of Holy Communion we will sing
the reflective verse from ACS, "God Is Love". The Sending Hymn today is selected to commemorate the 21st Anniversary of 9/11. Let us stand in unity and sing with conviction that
"My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less than Jesus’ Blood and Righteousness" This hymn is to
the hymn tune Melita, and is well-known as the Navy Hymn.
God's blessings to you and your worship on this day.
Peace,
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship
.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners
and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the
writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness,
and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.
Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

ELW #834 vs. 1, 3, 4

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.
Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
Music: Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773,
Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
* Hymn of Praise
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God
and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
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* Prayer of the Day
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion,
you lead back to yourself all those who go astray.
Preserve your people in your loving care,
that we may reject whatever is contrary to you
and may follow all things that sustain our life
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
1 Timothy 1:12-17
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me faithful
and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of
our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and
worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the
foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in
him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 51:1-10
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.
Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you are justified in your sentence
and blameless when you pass judgment.
Indeed, I was born guilty,
a sinner when my mother conceived me.
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go”
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 15:1-10
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." 3 So he
told them this parable: 4 "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 When he has
found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his
friends and neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.'
7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninetynine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 "Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?
9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I
have found the coin that I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over one sinner who repents."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor Tim

G-words:
Grace; God; Goodness; Giving; Generosity; Gladness; Gentleness

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“God’s Work, Our Hands”
God's work, our hands: working together,
building a future, repairing the world,
raising up homes, planting new gardens,
feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
sharing the good news of your gospel.

ACS #1000 vs. 1, 4

God is at work in and around us:
seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise!
Washed and set free, humbled and honored,
gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.
Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call,
sharing the good news of your gospel.
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“We Are an Offering”
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be,
we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices,
we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering, we are an offering.

ELW #692

Text and music: Dwight Liles, b. 1957
Text and music © 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI #1664009 #20540802 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773

* Offertory Prayer
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
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The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Hymn
“God Is Love”
God is love. God is love;
let us love one another as God first loved us.
God is love. God is love.
God is love.

ACS #1041

Text and music: Mark Mummert, b. 1965, based on 1 John 4:11, 16, 19
Text and music © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, who gives life to all things
and frees us from despair,
bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

ELW #597

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain
His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain
When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain
Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: John B. Dykes, 1823-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773,
Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Rich Rabanus, Betsy Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Jane Dockter,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Tari (Hostager), Linda Fleming, Dave Pruden (Martinek),
Kevin Ericson, Jr. and Family.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Michael and Marti Bonk, Philip Dahl,
Edward and JoAnn Glende, Marilyn Erickson,
Brent and Cathy Harms.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
The Saint Paul Area Synod
The Saint Paul Area Synod is made up of congregations,
mission starts and institutions committed to growing in faith and trust in Jesus Christ.
Living out of our identity as Lutheran, we recognize we are grasped by grace
and are free to devote our energy to being church in a way that is rooted in tradition
and open to experimentation.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.
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