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Here's a fascinating little exploration you can do with Today’s Gospel text! Jesus tells
two parables about sinners repenting. Think about what it means to "repent" and jot
down a couple notes. How would you describe what it means to "repent" if you were
explaining it to someone else? When you're done, look at the two images Jesus uses to
represent a "sinner who repents:" a lost sheep and a lost coin. How well does your description of repentance reflect what you see going on with the sheep and the
coin? What's different? What do you think about the differences? This is one of the
things Pastor Tim will be touching on in his message Today.

September 11-13 & Oct. 4

This is what is planned for our God’s Work. Our Hands events at St. Stephen's this year:
 TODAY we will thank our local first responders for their service to our community by taking treats to the
police stations and praying with them. We’ll also be helping a Neighbor in Need—Judy at Orchard Hill
Apple Orchard, 131 Wentworth Ave W, by picking apples under the leadership of Jeff Kubat. Gather
in the Narthex right after worship for these events.
 Then on Tuesday, September 13, from 7 pm - 8:45 pm, we have scheduled a Feed My Starving
Children packing event. We will pack meals which will help feed hungry children around the
world. We have reserved spots for 30 people at the Feed My Starving Children facility in Eagan, 990
Lone Oak Road, Suite #136. To sign up go to www.fmsc.org get involved volunteer, scroll way
down on that page to Looking for a Specific Group. Enter join code: Z6KZY9 in the box and follow sign
-up instructions.
 Wrapping up our God’s Work. Our Hands. Campaign will be a Blood Drive to be held on Tuesday,
Oct. 4, from 1pm-7pm. To sign up for the blood drive please use this link www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=SSLC or contact the church office. In addition we are looking for
some volunteers to help on October 4th during the drive. Please use this sign up genius link for those
opportunities https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-blood. Active links can be
found in the weekly St Stephen’s Resource email.
These are a wonderful opportunities to connect with other members of our
congregation as we do God's work with our hands.

Congratulations Ezekia and Sophia!
Many of us got to know Ezekia when he visited St. Stephen’s on behalf of Ihimbo
and Iwonde in November 2018. He recently shared the wonderful news that he
is getting married on October 1st. A wedding card will be available to sign at
the Connection Center on Sunday 9/11 and 9/18. Please take a moment to
congratulate Ezekia and Sophia! Stay tuned for an opportunity to connect with
them from Tanzania via video in October. If you have any questions please see
Beth Hostager.

Open Forum Returns

Sunday, Sept. 18 - 10:30-11:20 a.m. in the Lounge. Officer Joe Gobley from
the West St Paul Police Department will begin our year with a program called “Coffee with a Cop.” Officer
Gobley will talk to us about policing in our area with his views about gun safety.

NEW
MEMBERS

FALL

New Members
Will be received on
Sunday, October 2

C lass

Tuesday, Sept. 20, 7-8:30pm OR
Saturday, Sept. 24, 10-11:30am

Planning has begun for our second
Giveaway event scheduled for Sat.
Oct. 15 from 2-4pm! If you would like
to get direct updates on the Giveaways, we have an email list just for that
topic. You can subscribe using this link
bit.ly/SSLC-Newsletters or the above QR code.

The new member class is an orientation to St.
Stephen’s, the Lutheran church and what it means
to be a Christian today. Children are welcome. You
need only attend one of the classes offered. Hybrid
upon request. Please RSVP to the office.

FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
Begin Wednesday, Sept. 14th
We are excited about what lies ahead and look
forward to serving you and your family on your faith
journey!
St Stephen’s and Salem Lutheran will work together
to provide Faith Formation opportunities for our
youth and families. The general Wednesday night
schedule will be: 5:30-6:00pm family dinner, 6:006:20pm Large Group learning and singing; 6:257:00pm Small group learning (this includes an adult
learning opportunity also!). 7:00pm Youth group for
high school age (9th grade and up).
REGISTRATION IS DONE ONLINE USING THIS LINK TO
REGISTER: https://forms.gle/YZ1F1HySpNd8kqN8A
SUNDAY MORNING: Wee Wonder (Ages 1-3+ with
their parents/guardians) will meet following the
church service at 10:40 AM. This is for kids and their
adult(s) together! We pray, sing songs, watch a video, do some art and just love together! It is a wonderful time for adult connection also. This class lasts
about 20-30 minutes. We will meet via Zoom.
We are looking forward to being IN PERSON this year
Wednesday nights.
Pre-school (4 year old) through 5th grade will meet
on Wednesday night at St. Stephen's. Each class will
be led by FAITH FORMATION leaders.
Confirmation age classes (6th, 7th, 8th grades) will
meet on Wednesday night at St. Stephen's. Each
class will be led by FAITH FORMATION leaders.
Youth Group for any 9th grader or above will start at
7:00 PM on Wednesday nights! A full schedule will
be sent to you from the youth and activity director
Hannah!
The 3rd Wednesday of each month will be Activity
Wednesday. These will be held at Salem Lutheran
Church. The activity nights are for all ages! Activities
include: game night, blanket making, “Ziploc bags
of love” for the homeless, Christmas Caroling, etc.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in this document are not active—
watch for a separate email in a new format from MailChimp that
contains resources available and active links all in one handy
document. With this new format you will also be able to
unsubscribe to the resources email if you do not find it helpful.
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