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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Worship Service
Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When
the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not
be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears.
In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Used with permission. All rights reserved.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
Reconciling God,

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.

Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

O God our defender,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds.
And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them.
And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea.
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear.
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
"Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid."
Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water."
He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came toward Jesus.
But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!"
Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"
When they got into the boat, the wind
ceased.
And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Refrain

Refrain
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:

different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings this week we offer prayers for
the
a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people who are struggling
with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community. The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and
children rebuild their lives—physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing
up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the
church office if additional time is needed.
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