St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, August 7, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the
beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday
and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Rest My Soul, Your God Is King”
Rest my soul, your God is King
All the world is his domain
Everything changes at his bidding
But he himself changes not.
Dedicated by Gerrit Lamain to his brother Jan Lamain,
who, at age 90, passed away last week.
Composed in 1740, this was Jan’s favorite hymn.

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

Jan Zwart

1877-1937

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Blessed Assurance”
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

ELW #638

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain
Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie”
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

ELW Page 203 vs. 1, 2

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
* Hymn of Praise
“Glory be to God in Heaven”
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!
* Prayer of the Day
Almighty God,
you sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your church.
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ELW Page 204 vs. 1-3

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, by faith
our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word
of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed
when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.
10 For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By
faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and this one as
good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains
of sand by the seashore." 13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, 14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return.
16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 33:12-22
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.
The LORD looks down from heaven;
he sees all humankind.
From where he sits enthroned he watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—
he who fashions the hearts of them all,
and observes all their deeds.
A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
and by its great might it cannot save.
Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and shield.
Our heart is glad in him,
because we trust in his holy name.
Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia! Lord and Savior”
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 12:32-40
32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. 35 "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and
serve them. 38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed
are those slaves. 39 "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”

ELW #764

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!
Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!
Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Music: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
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May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our first-fruits give.
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

ELW Page 208

Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“How Great Thou Art”
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed;
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Refrain
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,
how great thou art! How great thou art!
When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art!” Refrain
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989.
Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc.,
35255 Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. All rights reserved. (ASCAP)
Music: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Improvisation on The “Doxology”

arr. Gerrit W. Lamain

The original tune was written by the French Hugenot composer, Louis Bourgeois.
It first appeared in the Genevan Psalter in 1551.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Sue Plucker (Snider),
Nick and Samantha Wakem.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Jon, Lisa, Greta and Maya Kemming, Mike and Mary Pease,
Richard and JoAnn McMahon, Darwin Morse,
Larry, Patty, Scarlet (Maya), Azzy (Lyra) Longard.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Minnesota Council of Churches
our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,
engaging and renewing partnerships.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Celebration of our Wedding Anniversary
Given by Butch and Kathy Canniff

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to:
Gerrit Lamain and Family on the recent death of Gerrit’s older brother
Jan Lamain who, at the age of 90, passed away last week.
The Family and friends of Merwin “Perk” Perkins.
Perk passed away on Tuesday, August 2.
A funeral celebrating Perk’s life will be held
3pm on Wednesday, August 10th at St. Stephen’s.
Visitation will be Tuesday, August 9th 4:30-7:30 p.m. at
Johnson-Peterson Funeral Home, 612 S. Smith Avenue, St. Paul and
2pm at St. Stephen’s prior to the funeral service on Wednesday, Aug. 10.
In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in God’s presence
and promise of life everlasting.



Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor ......................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
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Song Leader ...................................................................................................................... Philip Dahl
Communications and Media Coordinator .................................................................Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry ................................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild .....................................................................................Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek
Prayer Chain ........................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
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