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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Reconciling God, 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the de-
light of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they 
will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associ-
ate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer 
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 

Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.] 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship Service 



For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.   

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

 Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

   AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; Public Domain 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

      

O God, we thank you for your Son, 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecu-

tors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.  Your 

words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; 

for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with indignation. 

 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a 



deceitful brook, like waters that fail.  Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you 

back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall 

serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.  And I will make 

you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over 

you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.  I will deliver you out of the hand 

of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   

 

 Vindicate me, O LORD, 

 for I have walked in my integrity,  

 and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.  

 Prove me, O LORD, and try me;  

 test my heart and mind.  

 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,  

 and I walk in faithfulness to you.  

 I do not sit with the worthless, 

 nor do I consort with hypocrites;  

 I hate the company of evildoers,  

 and will not sit with the wicked.  

 I wash my hands in innocence,  

 and go around your altar, O LORD,  

 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,  

 and telling all your wondrous deeds.  

 O LORD, I love the house in which you dwell,  

 and the place where your glory abides. 

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  love one another with mutual af-

fection; outdo one another in showing honor.  Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in harmony with one another; do 

not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.  Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.  If it is possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all.  Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord."  No, "if your enemies 

are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 

heap burning coals on their heads."  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

 

Refrain 

(refrain)

 CCLI Song # 1565 

 Eddie Espinosa 

 © 1982 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 

great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 

day be raised.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This 

must never happen to you."  But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stum-

bling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things."  Then Je-

sus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 

cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 

for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life?  "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the 

glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done.  Truly I tell you, there 

are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his king-

dom." 

                                                     The Gospel of the Lord, 

Refrain 

(refrain)

 CCLI Song # 1565 

 Eddie Espinosa 
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 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953 

 Text © 1977 Scripture In Song  

 (c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music) /ASCAP, c/o Integrity Media, Inc.,  

 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. 

 All rights reserved.  Used by Permission 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

 Augsburg Fortress #SB158773 



The peace of the Lord be with you.  

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 

Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 

 Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364; CCLI #1664009 #20540802 

 All rights reserved. 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  All rights reserved. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

 



◙ 

Refrain 

Refrain

Refrain

 Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

 Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. 

 All rights reserved.  Used by Permission under 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

    AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.  

This week we offer prayers for Supporting Fair Trade 

reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers, families, and communities around the world.  Benefits to farming 

communities include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop child labor, human 

trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry.
 

also offer prayers for our . 
 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help us keep our military member listing 

up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

 

Liturgical texts, prayers: Sunday and Seasons.  

Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 

Music and Streaming Licenses: Augsburg Fortress #SB158773; OneLicense.net License #A-708293 #R-196364;  

CCLI License #1664009 #20540802. 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
The LORD Himself goes before you and will be with you;  

He will never leave you nor forsake you. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 
 

Deuteronomy 31:8

who passed away Sunday, August 16.  

Masks 

and social distancing will be observed.  May God’s promise of peace 

that passes all understanding bring hope and comfort to all. 


