
Sunday, August 27, 2023 - 9:30 a.m.  



Todayõs Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live -streamed  

and archived on our Facebook page.  
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15  

Please check their schedule for viewing times  

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv -schedules/ch15  
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand.  

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephenõs Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephenõs and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephenõs is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so.  



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                    òFantasia in A Minoró       Johann Sebastian Bach  

   1685 -1750                   

 Welcome  

 Singing Bowl  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

* Confession and Forgiveness   

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity ,  нone God,  

who greets us in this and every season,  

whose word never fails,  

whose promise is sure.  

Amen.  
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God  

and of our neighbors.  

 

Merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned.  

We have hurt our community.  

We have squandered your blessings.  

We have hoarded your bounty.  

In the name of Jesus,  

forgive us and grant us your mercy.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Righteous God,  

we confess that we have sinned.  

We have failed to be honest.  

We have lacked the courage to speak.  

We have spoken falsely.  

In the name of Jesus,  

forgive us and grant us your mercy.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.  

God offers boundless grace when we fail.  

Claim the gift of Godõs mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven  

in the name of   нJesus Christ.  

Amen.  

Worship with Holy Communion  

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus 
declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peterôs bold confession of faith. Godôs word of reconcilia-
tion and Godôs mercy are keys to the churchôs mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to 
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we 
go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 

Augsburg Fortress]  



* Gathering Hymn                                   òO Holy Spirit, Enter Inó ELW 786  

O Holy Spirit, enter in,  

and in our hearts your work begin,  

and make our hearts your dwelling.  

Sun of the soul, O Light divine,  

around and in us brightly shine,  

your strength in us upwelling.  

In your radiance  

life from heaven  

now is given  

overflowing,  

gift of gifts beyond all knowing.  
 

Left to ourselves, we surely stray;  

oh, lead us on the narrow way,  

with wisest counsel guide us;  

and give us steadfastness, that we  

may follow you forever free,  

no matter who derides us.  

Gently heal those  

hearts now broken;  

give some token  

you are near us,  

whom we trust to light and cheer us.  
 

O mighty Rock, O Source of life,  

let your good Word in doubt and strife  

be in us strongly burning,  

that we be faithful unto death  

and live in love and holy faith,  

from you true wisdom learning.  

Lord, your mercy  

on us shower;  

by your power  

Christ confessing,  

we will cherish all your blessing.  

 Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606 -1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827 -1878, adapt.  

 Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556 -1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

* Kyrie                                                          ELW Page 147  

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God.  

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  
 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  

Let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen.  



* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 149  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  

Alleluia.  

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  

whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power and riches and wisdom and strength,  

and honor and blessing and glory are his.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  
 

Sing with all the people of God  

and join in the hymn of all creation:  

Blessing and honor and glory and might  

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

This is the feast of victory for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  

Alleluia. Alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day  

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age,  

we praise you, the rock of our life.  

Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son,  

that we may gladly minister to all the world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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  First Reading  Romans 12:1 -8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a  

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 

will of God ñwhat is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judg-

ment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 

members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 

the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

 Responsive Psalm   Psalm 138  

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;  

 before the gods I sing your praise;  

I bow down toward your holy temple  

 and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness;  

 for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.  

On the day I called, you answered me,  

 you increased my strength of soul.  

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,  

 for they have heard the words of your mouth.  

They shall sing of the ways of the LORD,  

 for great is the glory of the LORD. 

For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;  

 but the haughty he perceives from far away.  

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,  

 you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;  

you stretch out your hand,  

 and your right hand delivers me.  



The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;  

 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  

 Do not forsake the work of your hands.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

* Gospel Acclamation                         ELW Page 151  

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,  

Glory to you, O Lord  

* Gospel   Matthew 16:13 -20  

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people 

say that the Son of Man is?" And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still oth-

ers Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter 

answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then he sternly 

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  

The Gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 Sermon                      Pastor Tim  
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 Hymn of the Day                         òMy Hope Is Built on Nothing Lessó            ELW #597  

My hope is built on nothing less  

than Jesus' blood and righteousness;  

no merit of my own I claim,  

but wholly lean on Jesus' name.  
 

Refrain  

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;  

all other ground is sinking sand.  
 

When darkness veils his lovely face,  

I rest on his unchanging grace;  

in ev'ry high and stormy gale  

my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain  
 

His oath, his covenant, his blood  

sustain me in the raging flood;  

when all supports are washed away,  

he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain  
 

When he shall come with trumpet sound,  

oh, may I then in him be found,  

clothed in his righteousness alone,  

redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain  
 

 Text: Edward Mote, 1797 -1874, alt. Music: John B. Dykes, 1823 -1876 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession  

 Petition response      Leader: é Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                       

* Sharing the Peace  

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  



* Offertory                                          òLet the Vineyards Be Fruitfuló ELW #182  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

and ýll to the brim our cup of blessing.  

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life.  

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  

unite them with the prayers we offer now.  

Grace our table with your presence,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship , admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer  

God of field and forest, sea and sky,  

you are the giver of all good things.  

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,  

and multiply your graciousness in us,  

that the world may be fed with your love,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)  ELW Page 152  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

* Words of Institution  

* Lordõs Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

* Invitation to Communion  

Gluten -free wafers and white grape juice are available from the servers.  
 

All people are called to Christõs table. 

Come, eat what is good.  

* Agnus Dei                                                     òLamb of Godó ELW Page 154  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.  

 Communion Music                                            òAria in Fó George Frideric Handel  

   1685 -1759  

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you  

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.  

*  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace  

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen.  



Ƽ 

* Prayer after Communion  

We thank you, generous God,  

for the refreshment we have received  

at your banquet table.  

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,  

through the one who is our dearest treasure,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing  

The God who calls across the cosmos  

and speaks in the smallest seed  

 нbless, keep, and sustain you  

now and to the end of the age.  

Amen.  

* Sending Hymn                              òO Master, Let Me Walk with Youó ELW #818 vs. 1, 3, 4  

O Master, let me walk with you  

in lowly paths of service true;  

tell me your secret; help me bear  

the strain of toil, the fret of care.  
 

Teach me your patience; share with me  

a closer, dearer company,  

in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,  

in trust that triumphs over wrong,  
 

In hope that sends a shining ray  

far down the future's broad'ning way,  

in peace that only you can give;  

with you, O Master, let me live.  

 Text: Washington Gladden, 1836 -1918, alt.  Music: H. Percy Smith, 1825 -1898 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Dismissal  

Go in peace. Share the harvest.  

Thanks be to God.  

* Postlude                                                           òPsalm 19ó Benedetto Marcello  

   1686 -1739  



    Jesus said Ɏ   

   My Fatherõs House shall be a house of prayeró 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dorrie Trombley, Joyce Johnson, Marilyn Plorin,  

Merle Allers, Barb Abbott, Janet Greengard, Andy Kluznik,  

Carl Forsberg (Johnson), Emily (Westman),  

Tom Harder (Dockter).  
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Lori Ritt, Rosalie Christensen, Steve and Jackie Hanson,  

Tony, Amy and Lillian Wittman, Tyler, Ryker and Hudson Martinson -Packer and Kelly Tomak.  
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephenõs support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  
 

Minnesota Council of Churches  

our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,  

engaging and renewing partnerships.  
  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania . 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:   

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim, Matthew Eittreim,  

Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Chance Gillman, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe, Adam Kenny,  

Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Andrew Reed.  
 

St. Stephenõs invites you to add your prayer requests  to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed  

inside everyoneõs Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. 

Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.  

Todayõs Altar Flowers 
To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either  

Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6 -sunday  

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall  

or call the church office at 651 -457 -6541.  

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00.  

Thank you!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday


We at St Stephenõs Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations  

with respect to our use of copyright -protected works.  
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