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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Reconciling God, 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were 
hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s 
word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be con-
formed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up 
the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed. 
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.] 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
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For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.   

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 

 Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE  #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009 #20540802 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

      

O God, 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,  

you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you 

were dug.  Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called 

him, but I blessed him and made him many.  For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her 

waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and 

gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.  Listen to me, my people, and give 

heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.  Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at 

the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and 

those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never 

be ended. 

Word of God, Word of Life.   

 

 I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;  

 before the gods I sing your praise;  

 I bow down toward your holy temple  

 and give thanks to your name for your  

 steadfast love and your faithfulness;  

for you have exalted your name and your word  

 above everything.  

 On the day I called, you answered me,  

 you increased my strength of soul.  

 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,  

 for they have heard the words of your mouth.  

 They shall sing of the ways of the LORD,  

 for great is the glory of the LORD. 

 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;  

 but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,  

 you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;  

you stretch out your hand,  

 and your right hand delivers me.  

 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;  

 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  

 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 

of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.  For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 

among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judg-

ment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.  For as in one body we have 

many members, and not all the members have the same function,  so we, who are many, are one 

body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ according 

to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;  ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 

teaching;  the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compas-

sionate, in cheerfulness. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people 

say that the Son of Man is?"  And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets."  He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon 

Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God."  And Jesus answered him, "Blessed 

are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  Then he sternly 

ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

                                                            The Gospel of the Lord, 

 CCLI Song # 21291  Naida Hearn 

 © 1974, 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing  

 Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License #1664009 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

[Chorus] 

Verse 1 

[chorus]



Verse 2 

[chorus]

Verse 3 

[chorus]

   CCLI Song # 30426 

   Graham Kendrick 

   © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

   For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

   CCLI License # 1664009 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 

Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950 

 Text © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364; CCLI #1664009 #20540802 

 All rights reserved. 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  All rights reserved. 



◙ 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

 

 Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

 Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

  Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE  #A-708293 #R-196364 

 All rights reserved.  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. 

This week we offer prayers for the our partner in living out unity in faith in the com-

munity through connecting, engaging and renewing partnerships. 
 

also offer prayers for our . 
 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help us keep our military member listing 

up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

 

Liturgical texts, prayers: Sunday and Seasons.  

Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 

Music and Streaming Licenses: Augsburg Fortress #SB158773; OneLicense.net License #A-708293 #R-196364;  

CCLI License #1664009 #20540802. 

Leaders in Today’s Service 

Pastor ............................................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ......................................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Organist/Pianist ............................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leader ....................................................................................................................... Deborah Ellis 

Lectors .................................................................................... The Molumby Family: Zach, Mary, Olivia 

Audio Visual Ministry.............................................................................. Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke 

Prayer Chain ...................................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
 

Flowers given by: Mary Molumby

who passed away Sunday, August 16.  May God’s promise  

of peace that passes all understanding bring hope and comfort to all. 


