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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Reconciling God, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. 
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remem-
ber all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to 
give ourselves away as bread for the hungry. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 

Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.] 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 
 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  

Glorious God, 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But 

when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns.  When he went ashore, he saw 

a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.  When it was evening, the dis-

ciples came to him and said, "This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away 

so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves."  Jesus said to them, "They need 

not go away; you give them something to eat."  They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves 

and two fish."  And he said, "Bring them here to me."  Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on 

the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 

loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  And all ate and 

were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.  And 

those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

                                              The Gospel of the Lord, 

 



 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  All rights reserved. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

 Text: African American spiritual 

 Music: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935 

 Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer  

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 All rights reserved.  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

◙ 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. 

This week we offer prayers for LMD strives to bring peace and wholeness to the 

Kurdish communities of the Middle East by mobilizing a network of people through education, vocational training, 

personal empowerment and advocacy.
 

also offer prayers for our . 
 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help us keep our military member listing 

up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

Pastor Tim is asking each of us 

to write a short reflection for him 

as a follow-up to his sermon today. 

The idea is to simply think about the 

ways that being a Christian makes your 

life better, and then share those 

thoughts in an online form or by email to 

him directly. If you use the form, you will 

have the option of sharing your 

thoughts anonymously. You can find the 
form at this address online: https://bit.ly/

SSLC-Reflections.  Pastor Tim's email  

address is Tim@StStephensWSP.org. 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
 

Flowers given by: LaMoyne and Carole Wencel

https://bit.ly/SSLC-Reflections
https://bit.ly/SSLC-Reflections
mailto:Tim@StStephensWSP.org
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