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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

Prelude Reflection on “All Are Welcome” arr. Bryon Dockter

Welcome

* Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection

Reconciling God,

we do not trust your abundance,

and we don’t recognize your presence in our lives as often as we could.
We place too much hope in ourselves and too little hope in you.

We abuse your creation.

We fear those different from ourselves rather than welcoming them.
Forgive us; renew us; and lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.

Amen.

Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

* Hymn “All Are Welcome” ELW 641 vs. 1,2,5

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell

how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

Refrain
All are welcome, all are welcome,
all are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,

where all God's children dare to seek

to dream God's reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness

and as symbol of God's grace;

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: Refrain

Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.

Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace,

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: Refrain
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayer of the Day
God of all peoples,
your arms reach out to embrace
all those who call upon you.
Teach us as disciples of your Son
to love the world with compassion and constancy,
that your name may be known throughout the earth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

% Gospel Matthew 15:21-28

21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite wom-
an from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon." 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." 24 He answered, "l was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help
me." 26 He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 27 She said,
"Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28 Then Jesus an-
swered her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was
healed instantly.

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor John


http://www.giamusic.com/

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response  Leader: ... Lord in your mercy,

O shelter me, O shelter me:
The way ahead is dark and difficult to see.
O shelter me, O shelter me:
All will be well if only you will shelter me.

“Shelter Me" Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD

* Blessing

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.

God, the creator, *+ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.

Hymn “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ELW 858 vs. 1, 4

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation!
Let all who hear now to his temple draw near,

joining in glad adoration!

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.

Gladly forever adore him!
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved.

* Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

* Postlude Celebration of “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” arr. Bryon Dockter
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Jesus said é
AMy Fatherdés Howse shall

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Ann, Dorothy, Sara, Lucille, Ruth Ann, Dorrie, Helen, Debbie.

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
Lila, Cole and Dylan, Andy and Nancy, Veronica, Rosalie, Nancy.

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
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This week we offer prayers for Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate. Supporting Fair Trade
reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers, families, and communities around the world. Benefits to farming
communities include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools. Fair trade also helps stop child labor, human

trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry.

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and lhimbo, Tanzania.

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jett, Jeremy, Matthew, Sam, Troy,
Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. )., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our military member listing

up to date. Thank you.)

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the

church office if additional time is needed.

Todayodos Altar FIl ower s
In Honor of Ken’s Birthday
Flowers given by: Patricia and Ken Wellen

Our condolences to the Family and friends of Marlene Schroepfer

who passed away Saturday, August 8. May God’s promise of please

that passes all understanding bring hope and comfort to all.

Leaders in TodayOds Service
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