
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Communion 

Worship August 1, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                   Reflection on “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                                 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW #656 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 

the unity of heart and mind 

is like to that above. 
 

Before our Father's throne 

we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

our comforts and our cares. 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

and sin we shall be free; 

and perfect love and friendship reign 

through all eternity. 

 Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 

 Music: Johann G. Nägeli, 1773-1836, adapt. 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 184 vs. 1, 2 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 Hymn of Praise                                       “This is the Feast” ELW Page 187 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, 

you place your gifts before us;  

we eat and are satisfied.  

Fill us and this world in all its need  

with the life that comes only from you,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Reading  Philippians 3:1-21 

1 Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is not trouble-

some to me, and for you it is a safeguard. 2 Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of 

those who mutilate the flesh! 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, who worship in the Spirit of God 

and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— 4 even though I, too, have reason for 

confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 

5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 

born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteous-

ness under the law, blameless. 7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because 

of Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that 

I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, be-

cause Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 

this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us then who 

are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to 

you. 16 Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 17 Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and 

observe those who live according to the example you have in us. 18 For many live as enemies of the 

cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19 Their end is de-

struction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 21 He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his 

glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                          “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he's waiting and watching, 

watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 

"Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 

You who are weary, come home." 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 



Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

 Music: Will L. Thompson 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 

                                                       hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Discerning God’s Call—Vision Reflection 

Paul had a vision in the night of a man in Macedonia calling out for help. Who might be a 

“Macedonian man” calling out to St. Stephen’s for help? 

 Offertory Response                         “Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock” ELW #862 vs. 1, 2 

Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

The wind, the waves are high. 

You hold me when the waves are strong. 

You hold me lest I die, I die. 

Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

My desert sand is dry. 

You break the rock, a river flows. 

You hear me when I cry, I cry. 

Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 

 Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926  Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Offertory Prayer 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 

 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 



◙ 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us,  

and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever.  Amen. 

 Hymn                                                  “Son of God, Eternal Savior”  ELW #655 vs. 1, 4 

Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race, 

you our head, who, throned in glory, 

for your own will ever plead: 

fill us with your love and pity, 

heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 

Son of God, eternal Savior, 

source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

hallows all our human race: 

by your praying, by your willing 

that your people should be one, 

grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 

here on earth your will be done. 

 Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 

 Music: Oude en Nieuwe Holloantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 

 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855-1932  

 All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                               Celebration on “Son of God, Eternal Savior” Bryon Dockter 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Laura, Leslie, Linda. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Jennifer, Kevin and Linda, Judith, Kay, Richard and Karla. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.  

This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministries of The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA).  The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully, 

witness boldly and serve joyfully.” Their vision “A world experiencing the difference God’s grace and love in Christ 

makes for all people and creation.” 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, 

Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible 

or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is 

needed. 

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to: 
 

The Family and friends of Dorothy Engh. 

Dorothy passed away Tuesday, July 27. 

A private graveside service will be held later in August. 

 

 

We would also like to remind everyone 

Wednesday, August 4 we will celebrate the life of Ann Anderson 

with a service at St Stephen’s at 11 a.m., visitation one hour prior 

 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $29.50 

Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday


Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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