ST. STEPHEN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
WORSHIP SERVICE WITH COMMUNION

Sunday, July 92, 2023 - 9:30 a.m.



Today'’s Service Notes

This service is being video recorded, live-streamed
and archived on our Facebook page.

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15
Please check their schedule for viewing times
https://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch15

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand.
Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.

St. Stephen’s Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID
boosters and flu shots. This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St.
Stephen’s and in the community. In addition, the current policy of St. Stephen’s is masks
are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included. However if you feel more
comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so.




SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Worship with Holy Communion

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those
often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that
are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday
and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome

Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection.

* Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have hurt our community.

We have squandered your blessings.
We have hoarded your bounty.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



* Gathering Hymn “Jesus Shall Reign” ELW #434 vs. 1,2,3,5

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun

does its successive journeys run;

his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,

and praises throng to crown his head;
his name like sweet perfume shall rise
with ev'ry morning sacrifice.

People and realms of ev'ry tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.

Let ev'ry creature rise and bring
peculiar honors to our king;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
* Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

* Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

vs. 1 All, vs. 2 Women, vs. 3 Men, vs. 5 All

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.. Music: attr. John Hatton, d. 1793
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

ELW Page 147

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God.

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

* Hymn of Praise

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength,
and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing and honor and glory and might
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God,

ELW Page 149

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.



* Prayer of the Day

You are great, O God,

and greatly to be praised.

You have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
Grant that we may believe in you,

call upon you, know you, and serve you,

through your Son, Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

First Reading Romans 7:15-25a

| do not understand my own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate. Now if
| do what | do not want, | agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer | that do it, but sin that
dwells within me. For | know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. | can will what is
right, but | cannot do it. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | do. Now if
| do what | do not want, it is no longer | that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So | find it to be a
law that when | want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For | delight in the law of God in my
inmost self, but | see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive
to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that | am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
Responsive Psalm Psalm 145:8-14

The LORD is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The LORD is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power,
to make known to all people your mighty deeds,

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.
The LorD is faithful in all his words,

and gracious in all his deeds.
The LORD upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation ELW Page 151

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
Glory to you, O Lord



* Gospel Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

"But to what will | compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to
one another, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.'
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eat-
ing and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sin-
ners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds." At that time Jesus said, "l thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. "Come to me, all you that are
weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light."

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn of the Day Medley “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler” ACS #1017
“Softly & Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW #608 vs. 1 & Refrain

"Come to me, O weary trav'ler; come to me with your distress;
come to me, you heavy-burdened; come to me and find your rest."

"Do not fear, my yoke is easy; do not fear, my burden's light;
do not fear the path before you; do not run from me in fright."

"Take my yoke and leave your troubles; take my yoke and come with me.
Take my yoke, | am beside you; take and learn humility."

"Rest in me, O weary trav'ler; rest in me and do not fear.
Rest in me, my heart is gentle; rest and cast away your care."

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me.

See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain

"Come home, (Come home,)

come home! (come home!)

You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,

calling, "O sinner, come home!"
Hymn: Come to Me, O Weary Traveler
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993. Music: William P. Rowan , b. 1951
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.
Music: Scottish traditional. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Hymn: Softly & Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
Text and Music: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession

Petition response  Leader: ... Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Offertory “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #182

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and yll to the brim our cup of blessing.

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;

unite them with the prayers we offer now.

Grace our table with your presence,

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Offertory Prayer

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.
Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW Page 152

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* Words of Institution

* Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available from the servers.
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.
* Agnus Dei “Lamb of God” ELW Page 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.



Communion Music “Give Me Jesus” ELW #770

In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise,
in the morning when | rise, give me Jesus.

Refrain
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You may have all the rest, give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry, dark midnight was my cry,
dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus. Refrain

Just about the break of day, just about the break of day,
just about the break of day, give me Jesus. Refrain

Oh, when | come to die, oh, when | come to die,
oh, when | come to die, give me Jesus. Refrain

And when | want to sing, and when | want to sing,

and when | want to sing, give me Jesus. Refrain
Text and Music: African American spiritual. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Communion is Received

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

*  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthens you and keeps you in his grace
today, tomorrow and forever. Amen.

* Prayer after Communion

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD

* Blessing

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.

* Sending Hymn “Lord of All Hopefulness” ELW #765 vs. 1-4
vs. 1 All, vs. 2 Baptismal-Font side,
vs. 3 Organ side, vs. 4 All

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.



Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953. Text © Oxford University Press 1931.
Music: Irish Traditional. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

* Postlude



Jesus¥Y¥said

My Father 6s House hal

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Marvel Anderson, Joyce Johnson, Denny Smeby, Bev Kirk,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Carl Forsberg (Johnson), Angela Pirkl.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Matthew, Bhakti and Richy Rabanus, Ed and Toni Wakem,

Barbara Brutger, Sara Oberg and Shawn, Sierra, Sven and Sabrina Rose Haarstad,
Ricardo, Kayla and Nico Lopez, Jr.

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for

Young Life
We pray for the youth that will be attending Timber Wolf Camp in Detroit, Michigan
next week. We pray for their safe travels and for their hearts to be softened
to the things of God, and receptive to the Gospel Message.
We also pray for the leaders as they prepare for this time with them.

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and lhimbo, Tanzania.

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim, Matthew Eittreim,
Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Chance Gillman, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe, Adam Kenny,
Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,

Gene Morton, Andrew Reed.

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed

inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.
Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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We offer our prayers and condolences during this time of grief to:

The Family and friends of Merrill Zieman. Merrill passed away on Wednesday, June 28th.
A service celebrating Merrill’s life was held at St. Stephen’s on Friday, July 7th.

The Family and friends of Roger Heckmann. Roger passed away on Monday, July 3rd.
A service celebrating Roger’s life will be held at St. Stephen’s on Tuesday, July 11th
at 11am with visitation at 10am. In addition, there will also be a visitation Monday, July 10th
at Klecatsky & Sons West Chapel, 1051 S. Robert St., West St Paul from 4-8 p.m.

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.

Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. -John 14:27
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1575 Charlton Street a West St. Paul, MN 55118
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We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights
and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations
with respect to our use of copyright-protected works.
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