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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 
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All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Reconciling God, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with 
those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires 
and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, 
all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.  [Reprinted 

with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.] 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  
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You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

 "But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 

to one another,  'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not 

mourn.'  For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon';  the Son of 

Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collec-

tors and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds."  At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Fa-

ther, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelli-

gent and have revealed them to infants;  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 

knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  "Come to me, 

all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon 

you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

                                              The Gospel of the Lord, 

 



 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  All rights reserved. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

 



 Text: Katherine L. Bates, 1859-1929 

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
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◙ 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: 

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers: 

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our 

prayers.  This week we offer prayers for a nonprofit organization serving free, nutritious 

meals to those in need. They are guided by their vision that all people, regardless of socioeconomic, cultural 

or ethnic background, deserve to meet their basic needs for food, dignity and respect. 
 

also offer prayers for our 

. 
 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help us keep our military member 

listing up to date.  Thank you.) 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is 

placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three 

weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
 

Flowers given by: Virginia Culver



 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

 

Liturgical texts, prayers: Sunday and Seasons.  
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