St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, July 31, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy
business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with
Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the
“things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of
God’s word. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Prière à Notre Dame”

Léon Boëllmann
1862-1897

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“In Christ There Is No East or West”
In Christ there is no east or west,
in him no south or north,
but one community of love
throughout the whole wide earth.

ELW #650 vs. 1, 2, 3

In Christ shall true hearts ev'rywhere
their high communion find;
his service is the golden cord
close binding humankind.
Join hands, disciples of the faith,
whate'er your race may be.
All children of the living God
are surely kin to me.
Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941, alt.
Music: African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie”
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

ELW Page 203 vs. 1, 2

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
* Hymn of Praise
“Glory be to God in Heaven”
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!
* Prayer of the Day
Benevolent God,
you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving,
to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ELW Page 204 vs. 1-3

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 12 I, the Teacher, when king over
Israel in Jerusalem, 13 applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under
heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14 I saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 18 I hated all my toil
in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me 19 —and
who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and
used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair
concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This
also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil
under the sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their
minds do not rest. This also is vanity.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 49:1-12
Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all inhabitants of the world,
both low and high,
rich and poor together.
My mouth shall speak wisdom;
the meditation of my heart shall be understanding.
I will incline my ear to a proverb;
I will solve my riddle to the music of the harp.
Why should I fear in times of trouble,
when the iniquity of my persecutors surrounds me,
those who trust in their wealth
and boast of the abundance of their riches?
Truly, no ransom avails for one's life,
there is no price one can give to God for it.
For the ransom of life is costly,
and can never suffice,
that one should live on forever
and never see the grave.
When we look at the wise, they die;
fool and dolt perish together
and leave their wealth to others.
Their graves are their homes forever,
their dwelling places to all generations,
though they named lands their own.
Mortals cannot abide in their pomp;
they are like the animals that perish.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia! Lord and Savior”
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

ELW Page 205

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord.
* Gospel
Luke 12:13-21
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with
me." 14 But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" 15 And he said to
them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions." 16 Then he told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?'
18 Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life is being
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21 So it is with those who
store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Take My Life, That I May Be”
Take my life, that I may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

ELW #685 vs. 1-3, 6

Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”

ELW #686 vs. 1, 2

May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our first-fruits give.
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.. Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
All rights reserved. Used by permission under . AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW Page 129

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.

ELW Page 208

* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.

ELW #545

Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.
Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with you in endless day.
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.;
Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: Sicilian, 18th cent.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration of Psalm 75 “We Give Thanks, O God”
Jan Zwart, 1877-1937

◙

Public Domain

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Jenny Husnik Beitzel, Laura Walsh (Snider), Sue Plucker (Snider),
Ron Beitzel, Mike Dale, Nick and Samantha Wakem,
Jessica, Chris and Maverick Gieser.
Our condolences to Hannah Ruikka and Family on the recent unexpected death of her
cousin Noah. In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in God’s presence.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Brett and Janice Culver, Russ and Sue Hanson,
Scott, Lisa, Benjamin, Nicholas and Evan Ellison,
Scott, Abra, Piper, Mitchell, Chance and Jas Gillman,
Steve and Robyn Huspek.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Lutheran Campus Ministry.
A ministry grounded in Christ, guided by the values of hospitality,
service, justice, integrity and curiosity. Operating on university campuses
throughout the country bringing together like minded individuals to share God’s word.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ................................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Lay Liturgist .................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
Director of Worship...................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Organist......................................................................................................... Gerrit Lamain
Song Leader ............................................................................................... Hannah Ruikka
Lector................................................................................................ Kathy and Jim Packer
Communications and Media Coordinator .................................................Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ..................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Honor of Our 34th Anniversary
Given by Loren and Jenny Van Pelt

◙

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to
Janine Bauert and Family on the death of Alex on Saturday, July 23.
A celebration of Alex’s life will be held Thursday, August 4th at
Saint Anne’s Episcopal Church, 2035 Charlton Road, Sunfish Lake.
Visitation 2pm | Service 3pm
Dress casual—the service will be outdoors.
In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in God’s presence
and promise of life everlasting.

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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