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Worship Service
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel
Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home,
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the
riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! [Reprinted with permission: Sunday
and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
Reconciling God,

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Beloved and sovereign God,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;
it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches."
He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened."
"The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.
"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;
on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
"Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.
So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
"Have you
understood all this?" They answered, "Yes."
And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old."
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain
Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for
a nonprofit organization serving free, nutritious meals to those in
need. They are guided by their vision that all people, regardless of socioeconomic, cultural or ethnic background,
deserve to meet their basic needs for food, dignity and respect.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing
up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the
church office if additional time is needed.
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