
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, July 25, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                Reflection on “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                              “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” ELW #533 vs. 1, 2 

Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 

waits for God who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, 

filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

Gracious God, I come before thee; 

come thou also unto me; 

where we find thee and adore thee, 

there a heav'n on earth must be. 

To my heart, oh, enter thou, 

let it be thy temple now! 

 Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; 

 tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 Music: Joachim Neander, 1650-1690 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  Public Domain 

 Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Kyrie  ELW Page 184 vs. 3, 4 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.  

 Hymn of Praise                                        “This is the Feast” ELW Page 187 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 



 Prayer of the Day 

Gracious God, 

you have placed within the hearts of all your  

Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 

and share this bread with all the world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Reading  Philippians 2:1-30 

1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, be-

ing in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility re-

gard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the in-

terests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he hum-

bled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also 

highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should con-

fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you 

have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your 

own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 

and to work for his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15 so that you 

may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and per-

verse generation, in which you shine like stars in the world. 16 It is by your holding fast to the word of 

life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am 

being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice 

with all of you— 18 and in the same way you also must be glad and rejoice with me. 19 I hope in the 

Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, so that I may be cheered by news of you. 20 I have no one like 

him who will be genuinely concerned for your welfare. 21 All of them are seeking their own interests, 

not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But Timothy's worth you know, how like a son with a father he has served 

with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope therefore to send him as soon as I see how things go with 

me; 24 and I trust in the Lord that I will also come soon. 25 Still, I think it necessary to send to you Epa-

phroditus—my brother and co-worker and fellow soldier, your messenger and minister to my need; 

26 for he has been longing for all of you, and has been distressed because you heard that he was ill. 

27 He was indeed so ill that he nearly died. But God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me 

also, so that I would not have one sorrow after another. 28 I am the more eager to send him, therefore, 

in order that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I may be less anxious. 29 Welcome him 

then in the Lord with all joy, and honor such people, 30 because he came close to death for the work 

of Christ, risking his life to make up for those services that you could not give me. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Sermon                                              “Joy in the Midst of Suffering” Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                       “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” ELW #445 vs. 1 

Wash O God our sons and daughters 

Where Your cleansing waters flow 

Number them among Your people 

Bless as Christ blessed long ago 

Weave them garments bright and sparkling 

Compass them with love and light 

Fill anoint them send Your Spirit 

Holy dove and heart's delight 

 Baptism: Madelyn Alaina Blanco Pages 227-231 



 Hymn                                       “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” ELW#445 vs. 3 

O how deep Your holy wisdom 

Unimagined all Your ways 

To Your name be glory honor 

With our lives we worship praise 

We Your people stand before You 

Water washed and Spirit-born 

By Your grace our lives we offer 

Recreate us God transform 

 

 CCLI Song # 4593474  Ruth C. Duck 

 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 

                                                       hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Discerning God’s Call—Vision Reflection 

The Council of Christian leaders in Jerusalem made a decision because “It has seemed good to the 

Holy Spirit and to us …” For our discernment, how might we recognize what “seems good to the 

Holy Spirit?” 

 Offertory Response                     “Praise, Praise! You Are My Rock” ELW #862 vs. 1, 6 

Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

The wind, the waves are high. 

You hold me when the waves are strong. 

You hold me lest I die, I die. 

Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 
 

Praise, praise! You are my rock. 

You stood high on a hill. 

A holy cloud: you are on high. 

Be still, my heart, be still, be still. 

Praise, praise! O God, you are my rock. 

 Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926  Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Offertory Prayer 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 Words of Institution 



 Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

 Invitation to Communion 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.   Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. 

Amen. 

 Prayer after Communion 

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

 Blessing 

The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us,  

and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever.  Amen. 

 Hymn                                        “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”  ELW #767 vs. 1, 3 

Lord, take my hand and lead me 

upon life's way; 

direct, protect, and feed me 

from day to day. 

Without your grace and favor 

I go astray; 

so take my hand, O Savior, 

and lead the way. 
 

Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

and night has come, 

I know that you will strengthen 

my steps toward home, 

then nothing can impede me, 

O blessed Friend! 

So, take my hand and lead me 

unto the end. 

 Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Friedrich Silcher, 1789-1860  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 



◙ 

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $29.50 

Thank you! 

Leaders in Today’s Service 
 

Pastor ................................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Lay Liturgist .................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leader ...................................................................................................... Philip Dahl 

Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................. Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry ......................................................... Norm Goetzke, Jenny Van Pelt 

Prayer Chain ................................. Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Altar Guild ................................................................................ Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt 

Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

* Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                          Celebration on “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” Bryon Dockter 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday


Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Laura, Leslie, Doug, Dawn and Linda. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Craig and Deanna, Ricardo, Kayla and Nico, Scott and Cindy, Michael and Lois, Beatrice. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers. 

This week we offer prayers for Lutheran Mideast Development.  LMD strives to bring peace and wholeness to the 

Kurdish communities of the Middle East by mobilizing a network of people through education, vocational training,  

personal empowerment and advocacy. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam,  

Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Donald, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our 

military member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 
 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to: 
 

The Family and friends of Delores Wood. 

Delores passed away Saturday, July 17. 

 

A funeral service celebrating her life will be held at St Stephen’s 

on Thursday, July 29th at 11am with 

visitation one hour prior to the service. 

 

In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s promise of life everlasting.   


