
Always Connected to God, Each Other and the World 

TODAY IS THE SECOND SUNDAY OF OUR 
four week study of Philippians—Paul’s book of joy! 
 

We hope you are enjoying Philippians and finding a 

new joy in your life. 
 

How are you coming along with your daily  

readings?  Have you joined Pastor Tim’s Facebook 

group?  If not, you can join using this link  

bit.ly/LifeOfJoyGroup. 

Living Into a Culture of Mission and Action 

A Bold Vision 
 

In last week’s text, we learned about how Paul and Peter revealed their 

discernment process when they declared: “It seemed good to the Holy 

Spirit and to us.” Please reflect on this question: “The Council of Christian 

leaders in Jerusalem made a decision because “It has seemed good to the 

Holy Spirit and to us …” For our discernment, how might we recognize what 

“seems good to the Holy Spirit?” 
 

This upcoming week (July 25) will wrap up our 16 week “Discerning God’s Call” devotional book.  We hope 

that you found it to be helpful and engaging.  This week our devotional centers around the text Acts 16:6-10 

Paul’s vision.  We invite you to read the text which gives us a glimpse into how Paul decided where to visit 

and when to know it was time to move on.  After reading the text what are your thoughts with regard to the 

three weekly questions: (1) How do the people in the story hear God’s call to them? (2) How open are they 

to God’s call? (3) What might this passage say to our community of faith?  
 

UPDATE— Last week during our Sunday worship service Sara Ruff presented a very comprehensive  

progress report that included what the Vision and Action Committee has been doing and the results of the 

congregational survey.  If you missed the report a copy can be found by typing the link information below 

into your browser or look for an active link in the weekly “Resources” email that you will receive soon. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SASDCq66lHvqmPO8_NakhOAdz_WLkLBM/view 

A hug from Ihimbo and Iwonde 
From Pastor Yona: 

My dear friends :Pastor John, Beth and Tracy I greet you in the Name of the Savior Jesus Christ. I hope you 

and your families are doing well. My family, evangelists and members of Ihimbo parish are doing well. From 

Thursday the 1st to the 4 last Sunday, July We had a youth festival in our Congregation. A total of more 

than 80 young people took part in a three-days camp and concluded with a Sunday service.  The number 

increased on Sunday up to 154. In that camp the young people learned Bible lessons, Entrepreneurship, 

Friendship and marriage. Young people also had the opportunity to play together various sports including 

football, netball, athletics as well as to take a Bible test. This year the theme was: "Christian Youth in Mission 

and Evangelism". The aim is to encourage young people to recognize themselves and participate fully in 

bringing People to Jesus, especially young people. The conference was very good.  Let us continue pray-

ing for each other.  -Pastor Yona 
 

Beth Hostager’s response to Pastor Yona:  

Greetings Pastor Yona! It is good to hear about your youth festival. We pray everyone involved was 

blessed and will be faithful witnesses to the love and gospel of Jesus Christ! Please pray for St. Stephen’s as 

we are currently in a discernment process of identifying where and how God is calling us to serve in new 

ways. We are reading scripture, praying, and talking with each other to follow God into the future. We also 

have a new youth activities leader. Her name is Hannah and you can pray for her and our youth as she 

plans activities that will bring them together for fellowship, faith-building and fun. I am sending pictures 

from Pentecost Sunday which was the first Sunday we worshipped together in person since the pandemic 

began. It is wonderful to be together again to worship and give thanks to God. We shared messages from 

you as well as a video about our Bega Kwa Bega relationship. We pray for continued health and  blessings 

for everyone at Ihimbo and Iwonde!  I am unable to open the pictures you sent so you could try sending 

them again. Grace and peace to you! - Beth Hostager 



PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—watch for a separate email 

that contains resources available and active links all in one handy document. 

 

Connecting to God, each other and the world 
 

  1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118   

  Office: (651) 457-6541  www.ststephenswsp.org 

Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries   
 

By Mail  |  Online thru St Stephen’s website  |  GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702)  |  GivePlus Vanco Mobile App 

 

Thank you Norm Goetzke for your assistance with the Yard Waste Recycling! 

Mark your calendar now for a “God’s Work. Our Hands” Activity  
organized by the combined efforts of our Youth Education Committee and the Missions Committee 

 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION and THE PEOPLE OF ST. STEPHEN'S  
will be doing an act of service on  

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15th 

at  

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN  
Leaving St Stephen’s at 5:30 pm 

for packing meals from 6-8 PM at the  

Eagan Feed My Starving Children facility! 
 

You can find out more about Feed My Starving Children 

on their website: https://www.fmsc.org/ 
 

Watch for the sign-up in August! 

WELCOME BACK TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP! 
Safety Committee Guidelines  

Our Safety Committee continues to meet every two weeks to assess steps to open areas that are not 

available at this time.  One of our focuses is to keep moving forward at a pace that protects all who are 

in attendance.  Here’s the latest updates: 
 

 Masks—persons vaccinated do not need to wear a mask. Persons not vaccinated are                 

encouraged to wear a mask and get vaccinated.  

 Sunday Fellowship Hour has returned to in-person in Fellowship Hall including coffee and donuts! 

 Passing of peace and greetings will be done with gestures. e.g. rather than hugs or hand shakes 

 There will be an offering basket available as people leave the church in which their offerings can 

be placed. 

 The children’s play area will not be available for use at this time. 

 Please wear a mask when singing and please sing! 

 Reading aloud, praying, conversing will be an encouraged means of worship. 

 Holy Communion will be practiced by congregants remaining in the pews; and using current     

materials that have been in place during the pandemic.  These kits will be available when entering 

the sanctuary. 

 Ushers will be available to help provide direction during In-Person Worship.  This will especially be in 

place when entering and exiting the church and sanctuary. 

 Restrooms will be available on a one-person-at-a-time basis 

We continue to be cautious with our steps to open up the church facilities as there are still people among 

us that are at risk.  We also continue to encourage everyone if you feel sick please stay home and contact 

your healthcare provider.  Thank you to our Safety Committee and the Congregation for practicing love 

for your neighbors! 

LOAVES & FISHES 

Despite the pandemic 

and ongoing concerns 

with the Delta variant, 

St. Stephen’s continues 

to feed hungry people 

once a month. 

Hannah Ruikka, our Activities 

Coordinator of CYF is testing the 

waters—Whose in for a fun day at 

Valleyfair with your St. Stephen’s 

family?  Please drop Hannah an 

email or leave a message with the 

church office if you are interested.  

Date to be determined. 


