St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, July 24, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes for
Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God
hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my
strength within me.” [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Christ, Be Our Light”
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

ELW #715 vs. 1, 2

Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice. Refrain
Text and music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie Eleison”
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

Dakota Road Music

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
Words and Music by Larry Olson ©1989 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Hymn of Praise
“Glory to the Love”
Chorus:
Glory to the Love
Glory to the Life
Glory to the child of Light
From heaven to earth across the universe
Glory to the peace of Christ

Dakota Road Music

Moving, reaching into our lives
seeds of promise stirring inside (Chorus)
Teaching, healing, seeking the lost
turning tables, bearing the cross (Chorus)
Guiding Spirit open us wide
to see Christ in each others' eyes (Chorus)
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson
©2006 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God,
you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve.
Pour upon us your abundant mercy.
Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience,
and give us those good things that come only through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Genesis 18:20-32
20 Then the LORD said, "How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very grave their
sin! 21 I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry that has
come to me; and if not, I will know." 22 So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while
Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, "Will you indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will
you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from
you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked!
Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" 26 And the LORD said, "If I
find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake." 27 Abraham answered, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose
five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?" And he said, "I
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there." 29 Again he spoke to him, "Suppose forty are found there."
He answered, "For the sake of forty I will not do it." 30 Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry
if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there." He answered, "I will not do it, if I find thirty there." 31 He
said, "Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there." He answered,
"For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it." 32 Then he said, "Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I
speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there." He answered, "For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it."
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 138
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I sing your praise;
I bow down toward your holy temple
and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness;
for you have exalted your name and your word
above everything.
On the day I called, you answered me,
you increased my strength of soul.
All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth.
They shall sing of the ways of the LORD,
for great is the glory of the LORD.
For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly;
but the haughty he perceives from far away.
Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;
you stretch out your hand,
and your right hand delivers me.
The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia (to whom shall we go)”
Alleluia, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Dakota Road Music

Words-traditional/Music by Sara Thomsen
©1994 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 11:1-13
1 He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,
"Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples." 2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our
sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial." 5 And
he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set
before him.' 7 And he answers from within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and
my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you, even though he
will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he
will get up and give him whatever he needs. 9 "So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search,
and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child
asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear-all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

ELW #742

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge-take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.
Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: Charles C. Converse, 1832-1918
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 752 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: Ken Medema. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“You Have Been Good”
Verse
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful to all generations
O Lord Your steadfast love
And tender mercy have been our salvation

Twila Paris

Chorus
For by Your hand we have been fed
And by Your Spirit we have been led
Verse
O Lord Almighty God
Father unchanging upright and holy
Ending
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful You have been good
CCLI Song # 59452 Twila Paris
© 1988 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1664009

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution

ELW Page 206

* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.

“Lamb of God”

Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.

Bryon Dockter

* Closing Hymn
“Christ, Be Our Light”
Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.

ELW #715 vs. 3, 4, 5

Refrain
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone. Refrain
Many the gifts, many the people,
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
signs of your kingdom come. Refrain
Text and music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

◙

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Jenny Husnik Beitzel, Laura Walsh (Snider), Sue Plucker (Snider),
The Friends and Family of Lindsey Meyer who passed away on 7/14/22 (Willwerscheid),
Ron Beitzel, Mike Dale, Nick and Samantha Wakem.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
John, Jaclyn, Lucy, Nora and Emma Schaefer,
Stephen, Paula and Kala Blake, Lisa Anderson-Mares,
Ryan, Abby and Helen Vavra, Dwayne Strandberg.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Metropolitan Interfaith Council on Affordable Housing (MICAH)
MICAH envisions a metropolitan area where everyone, without exception,
has a safe, decent, accessible, and affordable home.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ...........................................................................................The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist ..................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Song Leaders .............................................................................................Worship Chorus
Lector .............................................................................................................. Linda Becker
Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................ Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ..................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign ....................................................................................Jerry Thoreson

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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