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Worship Service
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be
set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope
in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Silence is kept for reflection.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
Reconciling God,

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain
Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773;
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.

Faithful God, most merciful judge,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am
the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set
it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to
be. Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.
Word of God, Word of Life.

Teach me your way, O LORD,
that I may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and I will glorify your name forever.
For great is your steadfast love toward me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
O God, the insolent rise up against me;
a band of ruffians seeks my life,
and they do not set you before them.
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant;
save the child of your serving girl.
Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,
because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
for
if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live.
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, "Abba! Father!"
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us.
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God;
for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own
will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope
that the creation itself will be set free from
its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
We know that
the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;
and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.
For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who
hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Word of God, Word of Life.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field;
but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away.
So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well.
And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?'
He answered, 'An enemy
has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'
But he replied,
'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
Let both of them
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"
Then he left the crowds
and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field."
He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
the field
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one,
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers
are angels.
Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age.
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin
and all evildoers,
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952
Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364; CCLI #1664009, #20540802

The peace of the Lord be with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.
Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
Refrain

Refrain
Refrain
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for
Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St.
Paul, providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to low-income community members in the
northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota,
Sunfish Lake and Lilydale.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing
up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the
church office if additional time is needed.

Our condolences to the friends and family of
Marilyn
was currently living in Arizona. She passed away June 16, 2020. May
God’s peace that passing all understanding bring hope and comfort to all.
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