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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 

 Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; 

 ONE LICENSE  #A-708293, R-196364 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

Reconciling God, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus 
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be 
set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope 
in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 
[Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.] 
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Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain 

 

Refrain 

 Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946 

 Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; 

 ONE LICENSE  #A-708293, R-196364 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 

who sowed good seed in his field;  but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and then went away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 

weeds appeared as well.  And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?'  He answered, 'An ene-

my has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'  But he re-

plied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  Let both of 

them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 

and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'"   Then he left the 

crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable 

of the weeds of the field."  He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;  the 

field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of 

the evil one,  and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the 

reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end 

of the age.  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes 

of sin and all evildoers,  and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weep-



ing and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Fa-

ther. Let anyone with ears listen! 

                                              The Gospel of the Lord, 

 

 WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,   
                       

   “Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain) 

   Text and music ©  2020, GIA Publications, Inc. 

   Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364.  All rights reserved. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love.   

 

 Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 

 Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain.  All rights reserved.  

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

◙ 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: 

different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

 

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.  

This week we offer prayers for Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St. 

Paul, providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to low-income community members in the 

northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota, 

Sunfish Lake and Lilydale. 
 

also offer prayers for our . 
 

 pray for  

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

(Please help us keep our military member listing 

up to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

 

Liturgical texts, prayers: Sunday and Seasons.  

Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 

Music and Streaming Licenses: Augsburg Fortress #SB158773; OneLicense.net License #A-708293 #R-196364;  

CCLI License #1664009 #20540802. 

Leaders in Today’s Service 
Pastor............................................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist.......................................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Organist/Pianist ............................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Song Leader.......................................................................................................................... Kim Richter 

Lectors ..................................................................................... Dave Paton, Brenda Gieser, John Gieser 

Audio Visual Ministry ............................. Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke, Jan Perkins, Shawn Haarstad 

Prayer Chain ..................................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
 

Flowers given by: Jan Perkins

Our condolences to the friends and family of Marilyn 

was currently living in Arizona.  She passed away June 16, 2020.  May 

God’s peace that passing all understanding bring hope and comfort to all. 


