St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, July 17, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and again, to “listen up!”—to heed the
word that gives life. So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So
it is today as we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and
Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude
Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Open the Eyes of My Heart”
Chorus
Open the eyes of my heart Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

Paul Baloche

Verse
To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy holy holy
Bridge
Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
Holy holy holy
I want to see You
CCLI Song # 2298355. Paul Baloche © 1997 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 1664009

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie Eleison”
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

Dakota Road Music

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
Words and Music by Larry Olson ©1989 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Hymn of Praise
“Glory to the Love”
Chorus:
Glory to the Love
Glory to the Life
Glory to the child of Light
From heaven to earth across the universe
Glory to the peace of Christ
Moving, reaching into our lives
seeds of promise stirring inside (Chorus)

Dakota Road Music

Teaching, healing, seeking the lost
turning tables, bearing the cross (Chorus)
Guiding Spirit open us wide
to see Christ in each others' eyes (Chorus)
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson
©2006 Dakota Road Music. All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayer of the Day
Eternal God,
you draw near to us in Christ,
and you make yourself our guest.
Amid the cares of our lives,
make us attentive to your presence,
that we may treasure your word above all else,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Genesis 18:1-10a
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the
heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, "My lord, if I find
favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and
rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after
that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said."
6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make ready quickly three measures of
choice flour, knead it, and make cakes." 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good,
and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that
he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 9 They
said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." 10 Then one said, "I will
surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son."
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 15
O LORD, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;
who do not slander with their tongue,
and do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;
in whose eyes the wicked are despised,
but who honor those who fear the LORD;
who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
who do not lend money at interest,
and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia (to whom shall we go)”
Alleluia, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Dakota Road Music

Words-traditional/Music by Sara Thomsen
©1994 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 10:38-42
38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha
welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened
to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and
asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to
help me." 41 But the Lord answered her, "Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many
things; 42 there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken
away from her."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Song
Verse:

“Do Justice”

Julie Hennies/Larry Olson

Racing around, chasing idols, unfulfilled, empty vessels.
World on the edge, out of control, will we survive, God only knows.
Refrain:
Do justice, love mercy,
Walk humbly with our God, with our God.
Verse:
People broken, falling pieces, dignity lost, loving ceases.
Hopeless eyes, lonely faces, yearning hearts, hurting places.
[Refrain]
Verse:
Deadly hunger, desperate crying, wounded living, children dying.
Nails in flesh, piercing fear, why can’t we see Christ hanging here.
[Refrain X3]
CCLI Song # 1816993
Julie Hennies | Larry Olson © 1991 Dakota Road Music
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 752 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: Ken Medema. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“You Have Been Good”
Verse
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful to all generations
O Lord Your steadfast love
And tender mercy have been our salvation

Twila Paris

Chorus
For by Your hand we have been fed
And by Your Spirit we have been led
Verse
O Lord Almighty God
Father unchanging upright and holy
Ending
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful You have been good
CCLI Song # 59452 Twila Paris
© 1988 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1664009

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ELW Page 206

* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.

“Lamb of God”

Bryon Dockter

Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Be Thou My Vision”
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

ELW #793 vs. 1, 2, 4

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: Irish traditional. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

◙

Leaders in Today’s Service
Presiding Pastor .......................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Preaching Pastor ............................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Musicians ....Garrett Masters, Hannah Ruikka, Calvin Millett, Britt Mathern, Pastor John
Communications and Media Coordinator................................................. Garrett Masters
Audio Visual Ministry.................................................................................. Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild ..................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek, Chris Martinek
Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Jenny Husnik Beitzel, Butch Canniff, Laura Walsh (Snider), Sue Plucker (Snider),
Tasha (Van Pelt), Ron Beitzel, Mike Dale.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Jon, Diana and Lydia Lerbs, Nancy Reberk, Debbie Patrick,
Steve, Kim, Brittany, Joshua and Tyler Morgenstern,
Dane, Darcy, Peter, Donnie, Eveline and Jackson McKenzie.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
younglife
a place where young people are invited to experience life
as God designed it to be lived. Walking alongside, sharing hope and
providing the opportunity to live life to the fullest.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Congratulations to Mike and Julie Nickerson on the recent birth (7/1/22) of their
son Simon Snider Nickerson. Congratulations also to big brother, Miles, and grandparents Pastor John and Polly and Greg and Jill Nickerson. May Simon’s life be filled
with God’s blessings and a future filled with love, peace and joy. Welcome to the
family Simon!

Our condolences to the Family and friends of Marie Lorch. Marie passed away at
the age of 100—June, 2022. Marie was the creator of the beautiful stained glass
window that enhances our Chapel. She designed and created the window at her
home on Wentworth Avenue and in her words “I created the window during a period
when my son Jack was dying of cancer. I would work on the window and then go in
the next room to sit with him. He was a very spiritual and “old soul” for his young
nearly 18 years. We would talk about God and his grace.” In the midst of sorrow
may all find comfort in God’s presence and promise of life everlasting.

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541
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