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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Worship Service
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower
who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears
to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of
life, that we may bear fruit in the world. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
Reconciling God,

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.

Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved

Almighty God,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he
told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!"
"Hear then the parable of the sower.
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown
on the path.
As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;
yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
But as for what was sown on good soil, this is
the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364. All rights reserved.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
All rights reserved.

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for
Fueled by a commitment to address senior hunger
and isolation, they basic support that seniors need to maintain their health and independence in our community and
virtually every other community in America.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing
up to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the
church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
Flowers given by: Donnie McKenzie on his 18th Birthday

on the death of her father,
Matt Van Tassell on Thursday, July 9. May the peace of God which passes all
understanding bring them comfort and strength during this difficult time.
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