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elcome to the Festival of Pentecost at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church … 

Today, on this the 50th day after Easter, we celebrate the Festival of Pentecost.  On this day the Holy 

Spirit descended upon the Apostles and other followers of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, gathered in the 

city of Jerusalem.  Marked by a “mighty wind”, “tongues of fire”, the disciples were enabled to speak 

in languages they did not know, but with words that would reach far and beyond their immediate 

circle.  On this day we celebrate the beginning of the Christian Church and its mission extending into 

the world.   
 

Acts, Chapter 2, is the most recognized and definitive account of that first Holy Day of Pentecost. 

According to the writer of the Acts, that day’s events are summarized as: 

 The Apostles gathering in one place on the day of Pentecost;   

 A sound coming from heaven like a mighty wind filling the space; 

 The appearance of tongues of fire resting on each one of the Apostles;  

 The Apostles filled with the power of the Holy Spirit;  

 The Apostles speaking in tongues (languages) they did not know;  

 The multitude in Jerusalem’s amazement and wonder at what was happening;  

 The multitude mocking the disciples assuming they were drunk;  

 Peter defending the disciples, explaining the meaning of the event;  

 Peter preaching to the multitude about the ministry of Jesus;   

 People in the multitude asking Peter what they could do about the message;  

 Peter telling the multitude to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ;              

Three thousand people repenting and being baptized. 
 

Now, in worship, as we gather and celebrate in this place, we see and hear signs and symbols  

of this day, including  the Dove, revealing the gentle and powerful workings of the Holy Spirit;   

Fire and Flames, illuminating, warming, refining, purifying;  Oil, anointing, empowering, enlightening;  

Wind, signifying life, activity, movement, the breath of God;  Water, washing, cleansing, refreshing,  

renewing.  
 

Look and watch throughout our worship today for sights and sounds, the signs that the Holy Spirit  

descended on that first Pentecost, and is here today amongst us in worship … 
 

May the Spirit of Pentecost renew us in worship, and live within us in our mission to the world. 

Thanks Be to God!!! 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                                          “Tallis Canon”      Dockter 

 Call to Worship                                  “A Mighty Wind” (Nichols) Worship Chorus 

A mighty wind invades the world, so strong and free on beating wing: 

it is the Spirit of the Lord from whom all truth and freedom spring. 

 

The Spirit is a fountain clear Forever leaping to the sky, 

whose waters give unending life, whose timeless source is never dry. 

 

The Spirit comes in tongues of flame, With love and wisdom burning bright: 

The wind, the fountain and the fire Combine in this great feast of light. 

 

O Holy Spirit, bring us peace, With God, the Father and the Son: 

We praise you blessed Trinity, Unchanging and forever One. 

Amen.  

 A MIGHTY WIND, 

 used with permission by 

 St. James Music Press, License No. #22121 

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, 

through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness 

and we pass safely through. 
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Worship with Holy Communion 

On Pentecost, we celebrate that we have been given an Advocate to accompany us. Poured out in wind and fire, 
water, wine, and bread, the Holy Spirit abides in and among us. We give thanks that God speaks to each of us, 
no matter our origins, language, or life path. Filled with the Spirit of truth, we go out from worship to proclaim 
the saving power of Christ’s love and the freedom of God’s grace with all the world. [Reprinted with permission: 

Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 



In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

 

To you, our Beginning and our End, 

our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Hymn Introduction                        “Percussion Fanfare for Pentecost” Dockter 

* Processional Hymn                               “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine” ELW #398 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Holy Spirit, truth divine, 

dawn upon this soul of mine; 

breath of God and inward light, 

wake my spirit, clear my sight. 
 

Holy Spirit, love divine, 

glow within this heart of mine; 

kindle ev'ry high desire; 

purge me with your holy fire. 
 

Holy Spirit, peace divine, 

still this restless heart of mine; 

speak to calm this tossing sea, 

stayed in your tranquility. 

 Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892 

 Music: Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

 Children’s Message Pastor John 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Hymn of Praise                                 “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” ACS #942 (see insert) 

Refrain 

Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray. 

Yes, every time I fell the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray. 
 

Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out of his mouth came fire and smoke. 

All around me, looked so fine, asked my Lord if all was mine. Refrain 
 

Jordan river, chilly and cold, chills the body but not the soul. 

Ain’t but one train upon this track, runs to heaven then right back. Refrain 

 

 Text: African American spiritual 

 Music: African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 





* Prayer of the Day 

God our creator, 

the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth.  

By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love,  

empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Acts 2:1-21 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from  

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 

were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the  

Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in  

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard  

them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all 

these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native  

language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God's deeds of power." 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 

"What does this mean?" 13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 14 But Peter, 

standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in  

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you  

suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 

Joel: 17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 

sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 

shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my 

Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 

below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 

blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 21 Then everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.' 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Second Lesson  Romans 8:14-17 

14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" 

16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, 

then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also 

be glorified with him. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

* Gospel Acclamation                     “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” ELW #401 vs. 2 

Come to teach us, come to nourish 

those who believe in Christ. 

Bless the faithful, may they flourish, 

strengthened by grace unpriced. 
 

Refrain 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 



* Gospel  John 14:8-17 

8 Philip said to Jesus, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I 

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 

me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, 

then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to 

the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 

14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 15 "If you love me, you will keep my command-

ments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 

17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

* Gospel Acclamation                   “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” ELW #401 vs. 3 

Guide our thinking and our speaking 

done in your holy name. 

Motivate all in their seeking, 

freeing from guilt and shame.   
 

Refrain 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 

 English and Swahili text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 Music: Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland, b. 1924  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                      “As the Wind Song” ACS #943 vs. 1 (see next page 

As the wind song through the trees, 

as the stirring of the breeze, 

so it is with the Spirit of God, 

as the heart made strangely warm, 

as the voice within the storm, 

so it is with the Spirit of God. 

Never seen, ever known where this wind has blown 

bringing life, bringing pow'r to the world, 

as the dancing tongues of fire, 

as the soul's most deep desire, 

so it is with the Spirit of God. 

 Commissioning of the “Faithful Connections” Ministry 

 Hymn                                                      “As the Wind Song” ACS #943 vs. 2 (see next page) 

 

As the rainbow after rain, 

as the hope that's born again, 

so it is with the Spirit of God, 

as the green in the spring, 

as a kite on a string, 

so it is with the Spirit of God, 

making worlds that are new, 

making peace come true, 

bringing gifts, bringing love to the world, 

as the rising of the yeast, 

as the wine at the feast, 

so it is with the Spirit of God. 



 Text: Shirley Erena Murray, 1931–2020 

 Text © 2005 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  

 Music: Lim Swee Hong, B. 1963 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009  #20540802 



* Apostles’ Creed 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                    hear our prayer. 

                                                          ELW# 401 “Gracious Spirit” Refrain only 

Refrain 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 

Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                         “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer 

Living God, 

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 

in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. 

Reach out to us through this meal, 

and show us your wounded and risen body, 

that we may be nourished and believe 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 



* Great Thanksgiving (sung acapella) ELW Page 161 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 Anointing 

(The sign of the cross will be made with oil on the foreheads of those desiring it using the words,  

“you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.”) 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Hymn                                        “You Are Holy” ELW #525 

You are holy, you are whole. You are always ever more  

than we ever understand. You are always at hand. 

Blessed are you coming near. Blessed are you coming here  

to your church in wine and bread, raised from soil, raised from dead. 

You are holy, you are wholeness,  

you are present. Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 

Sing hosanna in the highest!   

Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna to our God! 

 Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 

 Text © 1990 Ton Vis Prodution AB, admin. Augsburg Fortress in North America, 

 South America, and Central America, including the Caribbean. 

 Music: Per Harling; All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 



To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00 

Thank you! 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                      “On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW #537 

On our way rejoicing 

gladly let us go. 

Christ our Lord has conquered; 

vanquished is the foe. 

Christ without, our safety; 

Christ within, our joy; 

who, if we be faithful, 

can our hope destroy? 
 

Refrain 

On our way rejoicing; 

as we forward move, 

hearken to our praises, 

O blest God of love! 
 

Unto God the Father 

joyful songs we sing; 

unto God the Savior 

thankful hearts we bring; 

unto God the Spirit 

bow we and adore, 

on our way rejoicing 

now and evermore.  Refrain 

 Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 

 Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, Public Domain 

* Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                            

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus, LaMoyne Wencel, Chuck Sartell,  

Janet Gibson, Steven Mead, Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Darlene (Erickson), Amanda, Brittany 

(Erickson/Pirkl), The Family of Eric Dokken (Beitzel), The Family of Matt McCollister (Ruff), Sue Plucker (Snider), 

Taylor, Ben and Brooks; Jaimie (Gieser), Kelly (Theno). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Betty and Mark Raasch, Marvel Anderson, Don Stenhaug, 

Chuck and Sally Sartell, Dan, Annette, Lauren and Jonathan Youness. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran World Relief: Fairly Traded Coffee and Chocolate 

Supporting Fair Trade reflects our faith—it improves the lives of farmers, families, and communities  

around the world.  Benefits to farming communities include access to clean water, health clinics, and schools.  

Fair trade also helps stop child labor, human trafficking, and slavery in the cocoa farming industry. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim, Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson,  

Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe, Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie,  

Christopher Meyers, Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 
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