St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, June 26, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to
revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would
keep us from the fullness of the life God has given us. This is the path of life. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and
Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Meditation on “Will You Come and Follow Me”

arr. Bryon Dockter

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Will You Come and Follow Me”
"Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

ELW #798 vs. 1, 2, 4

"Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r
in you and you in me?
"Will you love the you you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.,
agent 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
Music: Scottish traditional All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie Eleison”
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

Dakota Road Music

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way,
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.
Words and Music by Larry Olson
©1989 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Hymn of Praise
“Glory to the Love”
Chorus:
Glory to the Love
Glory to the Life
Glory to the child of Light
From heaven to earth across the universe
Glory to the peace of Christ

Dakota Road Music

Moving, reaching into our lives
seeds of promise stirring inside (Chorus)
Teaching, healing, seeking the lost
turning tables, bearing the cross (Chorus)
Guiding Spirit open us wide
to see Christ in each others' eyes (Chorus)
Words and Music by Larry Olson and Hans Peterson
©2006 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts,
you call us to obey you,
and you favor us with true freedom.
Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son,
that, leaving behind all that hinders us,
we may steadfastly follow your paths,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15 If, however, you
bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law.
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 16
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, "You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you."
As for the holy ones in the land,
they are the noble, in whom is all my delight.
Those who choose another god
multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup
you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol,
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God

* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia (to whom shall we go)”
Alleluia, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Dakota Road Music

Words-traditional/Music by Sara Thomsen
©1994 Dakota Road Music.
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission.
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 9:51-62
51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command
fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they
went on to another village. 57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow
you wherever you go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59 To another he said, "Follow me." But he said,
"Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 60 But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead;
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61 Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let
me first say farewell to those at my home." 62 Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Love Has Brought Us Here Together”
Love has brought us here together;
love of fam'ly, love of friends;
love, our vow till death should part us;
love, God's gift, that never ends.
From our birth, throughout our lifetime,
love's insistence calls our name.
Floods of waters cannot drown it
or put out its dancing flame.

ACS 1040

Love is gentle, love is patient,
soft in words and kind in deeds.
Love is strong and never pompous;
love puts first the other's needs.
Not quick-tempered or resentful,
prone to take offense or brood,
love excels in grace and mercy,
never jealous, never rude.
Love does not rejoice at evil;
love rejoices in the right.
Keen in giving and forgiving,
spreading love is love's delight.
When two people pledge their union,
all who witness are renewed,
feasting at love's earthly banquet,
tasting heav'n's beatitude.
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953. Text © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com.
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
ELW# 752 “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace.
Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Text © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: Ken Medema. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“You Have Been Good”
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful to all generations
O Lord Your steadfast love
And tender mercy have been our salvation

Twila Paris

For by Your hand we have been fed
And by Your Spirit we have been led
O Lord Almighty God
Father unchanging upright and holy
O Lord You have been good
You have been faithful You have been good
CCLI Song # 59452 Twila Paris
© 1988 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1664009

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution

ELW Page 206

* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.

“Lamb of God”

Bryon Dockter

Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
You take away the sin of the world.
Lamb of God, O Lamb of God,
Grant us peace. Amen.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
* Communion Hymn
Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”

ELW #697

I am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
as I walk, let me walk close to thee. Refrain
Through this world of toil and snares,
if I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Refrain
When my feeble life is o'er,
time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. Refrain
Text and Music: North American traditional
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Lead Me, Guide Me”
Refrain
Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if you lead me, I cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

ELW #768

I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r
to help me over my weakest hour.
Help me through the darkness thy face to see.
Lead me, O lord, lead me. Refrain
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness
be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.
I am putting all my trust in thee.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain
I am lost if you take your hand from me,
I am blind without thy light to see,
Lord, just always let me thy servant be.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain
Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995 Music: Doris Akers
Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Celebration on “Lead Me, Guide Me”

arr. Bryon Dockter

◙

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow),
Sue Plucker (Snider), Jaimie (Gieser).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Mike, Char, Shae and Seringa McHugh,
Bill, Mary, Marcus, Olivia and Zachary Molumby,
Ben, Abby and Jack Paton,
Kim and Joseph Scanlan, Robert, Tracy, Paton and Isabella Ramirez.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Feed My Starving Children
Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
is a Christian non-profit that provides nutritionally complete meals
specifically formulated for malnourished children.
FMSC’s mission is feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Sunday Altar Flowers
To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!
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