OUR MISSION STATEMENT AND CORE VALUES
Intentionally connecting to God, each other and the world through love and service.
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What is it like to be a follower of Jesus?
Does it make your life easier?
Jesus does say "My yoke is easy and my burden is light."
But in the TODAY’s Gospel reading, he challenges would-be
followers with tough words about being a disciple. That
makes it sound harder rather than easier.
Is it possible it could be both harder and easier at the same
time?
Join us for worship this Sunday and explore with Pastor Tim
what following Jesus can look like in our lives.

Neighbor’s Food Shelf
Summer Stock Up
Summer is here and with summer comes
even a greater need for food assistance.
Currently the Food Shelf is assisting over
600 families per month approximately 150
more families than a year ago with the
numbers expected to climb.
TODAY marks the end our two week Food
Drive for our neighbors in need. To date
we have collected $442 cash donations
and several bags of food for the Neighbor’s Food Shelf. Please stop by the
Neighbor’s table set up in the Narthex and purchase a bag of food for the
food shelf in amounts available are $5, $10 and $20—we’ll pass the funds
along to Neighbors. They have options available to them to purchase
food in bulk—increasing the purchasing power of your donated funds.
Thank you for your generosity!

Fresh Summer "Fruit" for Your Family!
Saint Paul writes that the "fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience..."
and more! This Summer, St. Stephen's will be exploring those fruits together, one a week for the nine weeks of July and August. Pastor Tim has put
together a table-top display for your home with some great ideas on how
to pick a new fruit each week and look for signs of how the Spirit is moving
in your life. You can pick up your copy of the display card at the Connection Center at church, or just download a copy here to make your
own: https://bit.ly/SSLC-FotW. We start on July 3rd, the first Sunday in July."
Please join us!

Family Vacation
Bible School
Is off to a great start.
St Stephen’s and Salem team
up again this year to bring
Family VBS to K-5th Graders.
Wednesday evenings
through July 6
6:30pm-8pm
Please RSVP online at
https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F49A9AF28A5F8CE9vbs2022
A great family experience.
A perfect way
to start off your summer!

Worship through serving—
Looking for ways to serve during worship? Mary Jo
Martinek is updating the list of current Communion
assistants and greeters/ushers. What do these
volunteer positions entail? Once a month, Sunday
mornings you would be asked to serve communion or
greet everyone as they come into worship.
Would you like to be a Sunday morning lector? If so,
you would be asked to read about once every 10-12
weeks. If you would like to read more often that
is a possibility as well. The readings can be in person or
by video.

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
● faith ● food ● fellowship

We meet
every other
Friday at
Gallagher’s,
888 Ohio
Street,
West St. Paul.

Join us Fridays in July — 1, 15 & 29 | 8-9am
All Men are welcome and encouraged to attend.

If you would like to help set up the baptismal font, altar
candles and prepare communion there are opportunities available here as well.
Please reach out to Mary Jo at church, by phone at
612-743-2483, email maryjom22@comcast.net or use
the sign up genius at this address https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ADA822AAFB6worship.

Everyone, Families, Youth …
236, that’s the number of meals our St Stephen’s team
served Tuesday night, June 14, at St Matt’s through the
Loaves ‘n Fishes program. We serve every second
Tuesday of the month. Or next service date is July 12—
can you help? Any amount of time you can give would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Marti Bonk
at 651-303-6284 and find out how you can help—you are needed!

SAVE THE DATE—AUGUST 11th
Batter Up! Join your friends from St. Stephen’s as we attend the August 11th St Paul Saints game. The Saints
will be playing Columbus. We have reserved 25 tickets in Section 105 ticket cost is $18 each. Watch for the
sign up sheet at the Connection Center in July. For now please add a save the date to your calendar.

Update from ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response
The United Nations reports that over 6.5 million people have left the Ukraine and an additional 7 million are
displaced within it. The ELCA reports that funds received have been at work as they respond to the crisis.
An example of an inspiring ministry supported by the ELCA is Mandák House, a church in Budapest Hungary.
Since March, the staff and volunteers have dedicated themselves to supporting the Ukrainian refugees. The
have found their response to the refugee crisis evolve
from beyond immediate relief supplies to helping
refugees place their children in schools, find jobs, take
language classes, access the health care system and
integrate into the community. Financial support is still
needed as the war in Ukraine continues and the needs
of refugees and displaced people evolve. Please
consider a gift to Lutheran Disaster Response. Checks
can be sent to: Lutheran Disaster Response, PO Box
1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009 (write “Eastern Europe
Crisis Response” on your check memo line or via their
website at https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in this document are not active—
watch for a separate email in a new format from MailChimp that
contains resources available and active links all in one handy
document. With this new format you will also be able to
unsubscribe to the resources email if you do not find it helpful.
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