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God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the pain of rejection from
those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each
day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in
the world. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293
All rights reserved

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection
Reconciling God,

Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
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All rights reserved

Teach us, good Lord God,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
The Holy Gospel according to St. Mathew,

"A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master;
it is enough for the disciple to
be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!
"So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.
What I
say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both
soul and body in hell.
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father.
And even the hairs of your head are all counted.
So do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.
"Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven;
but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to
the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
and
one's foes will be members of one's own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;
and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Those who find their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
The Gospel of the Lord,

Special Visual for Sunday Sermon
Hi friends! I’ll be using the visual shown to the left
for part of my Sermon. - Pastor Tim

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

“Shelter Me” Michael Joncas (refrain)
Text and music © 2020, GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-708293 All rights reserved.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.

Refrain

Refrain
Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain. All rights reserved

◙

on Friday, June 12th.
There is no greater blessing than a new baby. Wishing you joy and
happiness, and plenty of wonderful moments together.
Happy birthday Grace!

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Ann,
different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for
Founded in 1987, Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) is a
Christian non-profit that provides nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for malnourished children.
FMSC’s mission is feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing up to
date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three
weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
Flowers given by: Eveline McKenzie on her 15th Birthday

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ..................................................................................................... The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D
Lay Liturgist ......................................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
Organist/Pianist ................................................................................................................Bryon Dockter
Song Leader ....................................................................................................................... Deborah Ellis
Lectors ................................................................. Brenda Gieser, Mary Molumby, Rebecca Thompson
Audio Visual Ministry ............................ Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke, Jan Perkins, Shawn Haarstad
Prayer Chain...................................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra

1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
Office: (651) 457-6541

Liturgical texts, prayers: Sunday and Seasons.
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Music and Streaming Licenses: Augsburg Fortress #SB122513 #SB158773; OneLicense.net License #A-708293 #R-196364;
CCLI License #1664009 #20540802.

