St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, June 19, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Pentecost and
Summer Worship at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
At this time, the season of summer may actually be upon us. We attempt to slow down
a bit, reflect some, travel out more, and just enjoy this kingdom around us. We continue to
celebrate God’s love for us and for his creation. We rejoice in the love of our relationships,
the warmth of the sun, the ever changing and abundant season of bounty and growth.
New creation is everywhere, and around us. We also lament and seek repentance for our
failures, whether it be indifference, hate, marginalization or injustices to God and to each
other. Our words of worship are reflected in our prayers and song this season.
This Summer we will celebrate liturgy alternatively through the use of both Setting Ten
from the ELW, ripe with the traditional hymn tunes that comprise our Lutheran heritage, and
through the use of contemporary song as Liturgy, principally written by songwriter/worship
leader Larry Olson, from Sioux Falls, SD, and other songwriters. Worship will be lead by
musicians, including St Stephen’s Worship Chorus, the St Stephen’s Worship Band, vocalists
and instrumentalists, serving to enhance our worship and praise. As given to us in Psalms
141:2, “Let my prayer be set before you like incense, the raising of my hands as the evening
offering…” May our prayer and songs rise up.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Second Sunday after Pentecost
Worship with Holy Communion
This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The church’s repeated celebration of
holy communion counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes
again. It is a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.” [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and
Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

“Aria”

George Frideric Handel
1685-1759
Public Domain

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Rise, Shine, You People!”
Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered
our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
with grace unbounded.
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See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;
he brings us freedom, light and life and healing.
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
now are forgiven.
Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,
your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling.
To all the world go out and tell the story
of Jesus' glory.
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Dale Wood, 1934-2003 All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Kyrie
“Kyrie”
Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.
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Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.
Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts!
* Hymn of Praise
“Glory be to God in Heaven”
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.
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Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
* Prayer of the Day
O Lord God,

we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world.
In your mercy set us free from the chains that bind us,
and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Galatians 3:23-29
23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by
faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you
are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 22:19-28
But you, O LORD, do not be far away!
O my help, come quickly to my aid!
Deliver my soul from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog!

Save me from the mouth of the lion!
From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me.
I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
You who fear the LORD, praise him!
All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel!
For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;
he did not hide his face from me,
but heard when I cried to him.
From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
my vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;
those who seek him shall praise the LORD.
May your hearts live forever!
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
and he rules over the nations.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation
“Alleluia! Lord and Savior”
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
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The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
Luke 8:26-39
26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out
on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he
did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted
at the top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do
not torment me"— 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many
times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, "What is your
name?" He said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them
to go back into the abyss. 32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came
out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and
was drowned. 34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and
in the country. 35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus,
they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his
right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus
sent him away, saying, 39 "Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you." So he
went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
Praise the One who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners,
turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel,
healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.
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Praise the One who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons
with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water
to the desert's burning sand;
from this well comes living water
quenching thirst in ev'ry land.
Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many
that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory;
praise the One who makes us one.
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Celebration of Graduates
CCLI Song # 5506288 “The Words I Would Say” Ben McDonald | David Frey | Sam Mizell
© 2009 Simple Tense Songs (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.])
Wyzell Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.])
Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1664009 #250540802

* Blessing for 2022 Graduates
Graduates, we at St. Stephen’s, are so proud of you
who you are and what you have accomplished.
A blessing for you based on Proverbs 3.
Congregation:
Graduates, never forget the things that have been taught to you.
Remember these things – store them in your heart –
for they will enrich your life and your well being.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
Do not depend on your own understanding.
Seek God’s will in all you do, and He will direct your paths.
Don’t be overly impressed with your own wisdom.
Instead, fear the Lord.
Turn your back on the things you know to be wrong.
If you do, you will stay healthy and whole, both in body and spirit.

Don’t get angry or discouraged when God corrects you,
when He points out to you the ways
in which you have fallen short of what He desires for you.
Remember that He does it because He loves you!
When you set out your goals and plans, be wise.
Think carefully about the decisions you make.
Seek good advice from people you trust.
Then you can walk through life without fear, and without stumbling.
Congregation:
Don’t be anxious about things that may happen in the future.
Always remember that God is at your side,
And that He surrounds you with His love and mercy.
Graduates, wherever you go, remember who you are and whose you are.
(please raise up hands to bless the graduates)
All:
May the Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
The Lord turn his face to you and give you peace. Amen
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”
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May we thy bounties thus
as stewards true receive,
and gladly, as thou blessest us,
to thee our first-fruits give.
Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Offertory Prayer
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving (sung acapella)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet.
* Agnus Dei
“Lamb of God”
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
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O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Music

“Meditation”

Jan Zwart
1877-1937
Public Domain

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
Life-giving God,
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy.
Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
The God of peace,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you,
and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.

* Closing Hymn
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer's praise,
the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace!
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My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.
The name of Jesus charms our fears
and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner's ears,
brings life and health and peace.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Carl G. Gläser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Jan Zwart
1877-1937
Public Domain

◙

Watch for these themes in the Gospel of Luke this year:






Fulfillment of prophecy and connections to the Old Testament.
Release from oppression, poverty, illness, debt etc. (The "Jubilee" of Leviticus 25)
Reversals of conventional wisdom, status and expectations.
The Holy Spirit as an actor, playing a role in the narrative.

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Amanda, Brittany (Erickson/Pirkl),
Sue Plucker (Snider), Taylor, Ben and Brooks; Jaimie (Gieser), Kelly (Theno).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Lorraine Gilbertson, Carol Hanson, Jenny Bietzel,
David, Terri, Will and Myles Kayoum, Jay Lerbs.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Neighbors Inc.
Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St. Paul,
providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs
to low-income community members in the northern Dakota County.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences
to Sally Sartell and Family on the recent death of Chuck Sartell.
A celebration of Chuck’s life will be held in the Fellowship Hall at St. Stephen’s
on Saturday, June 25th from Noon-3pm.
In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s presence and promise of life everlasting.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Honor of Juneteenth
Given by The McKenzie Family
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Song Leader ....................................................................................................... Philip Dahl
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We wish to congratulate all graduates those known to us and all others.
May God’s grace be with you as you step ahead towards your dreams.
Justin Brutger
Justin graduated from Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa with a Bachelors in Physics &
Math and a minor in Computer Science. Justin’s future plans include attending the
University of Memphis, Tennessee to earn his PhD in Physics.
William Chaussee
William is a graduate of Two Rivers High School. He will be moving to Bozeman Montana in
August and will be spending his gap year becoming a resident of Montana. William plans
to attend Montana State University in the fall of 2023 and is interested in Wildlife Biology and
Finance.
Nathan Hostager
Nathan graduated from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Computer Science. Nathan plans to pursue a career as a Software Engineer.
Lydia Lerbs
As Lydia graduates she will continue into the workforce and get her Class A CDL. She
made great memories in high school and more memories to come.
Corbin Martinson-Packer
Corbin graduated from Two Rivers High School. He plans to attend vocational training as a
Veterinary Technician.
Thomas Miranda
Thomas graduated from the University of Minnesota Twin Cities with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Economics and Political Science. Thomas currently plans to travel and then to
be determined.

Many people are asking if Neighbors has noticed an impact from the recent inflation.
Comparing the first four months of 2021 to the first four months of 2022, they have seen
an average of 150 more households per month. Your donation of food or funds can
help them meet this growing need. Neighbors serve the communities of northern
Dakota County including: South St Paul, West St. Paul, Inver Grove Heights, Lilydale,
Mendota, Mendota Heights and Sunfish Lake.
What items are most needed?
 Breakfast items such as hot and cold cereal
 Peanut butter jelly
 Pancake mix and syrup
 Baking items are also in need for summer—oil, sugar, flour, muffin mix
 Hygiene products are always in need
 Regular sizes of soap deodorant nothing large
In addition to the Food Shelf—what other programs does Neighbor’s offer?
 Emergency Assistance Grants for a variety of needs, including:
Eviction Assistance, Utility Shut-offs, Car Repairs, Medical financial assistance.
 NAPS (Nutritional Assistance Providing Food for Seniors
 Clothes Closet
 Holiday Gift Program

