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WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                       Improvisation on “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” Ben D. 

 Welcome   

 Singing Bowl    Jackson McKenzie 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                               “Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing” ELW #807 vs. 1, 3 | Ben 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

call for songs of loudest praise. 

While the hope of endless glory 

fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee; 

may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

daily I'm constrained to be; 

let that grace now like a fetter 

bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

seal it for thy courts above.    

 Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 

 Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 Public Domain 

* Greeting  Jackson McKenzie 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Kyrie  ELW Page 184 | Ben 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.  

* Hymn of Praise                                          “This is the Feast” ELW Page 187 | Ben 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 



and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, 

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

* Prayer of the Day  Sam Harper 

Our Father, 

You are so wonderful and we worship you. 

You are the source of a river of love and grace that transforms the world. 

We offer you our young hearts, minds and bodies. 

Help us to grow in the goodness of your kingdom. 

May we shine out in times of darkness, 

Stand safely upon the truth and not be shaken, 

And see your vision for the world and follow you. 

Come use our energy to care for the lost. 

Come take our creativity to meet with the brokenhearted, 

Come use our youthfulness to bring joy and peace, 

And your hope to bring light to everyone.  Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 MEV  |  Max Gregory 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

    and to sing praises unto Your name, O Most High: 

to declare forth Your lovingkindness in the morning 

    and Your faithfulness in the night, 

on a ten-stringed lute and on the harp,    

    and on the lyre with a solemn sound. 

For you, O Lord, have made me glad through Your work; 

    I will sing joyfully at the works of Your hands. 

The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree 

    and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

Those that are planted in the house of the Lord 

    shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; 

    they shall be filled with vitality and foliage, 

to show that the Lord is upright; 

    He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.  

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Gospel Acclamation            ELW Page 188 | Ben 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  Mark 4:26-34 MEV  |  Jackson McKenzie 

He said, “The kingdom of God is like a man who scatters seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises 

night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he does not know how. For the earth bears fruit by it-

self: first the blade, then the head, then the full seed in the head. But when the grain is ripe, immedi-

ately he applies the sickle because the harvest has come.” He said, “To what shall we liken the king-



dom of God, or with what parable shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed which, when 

it is sown in the ground, is the smallest seed on earth. Yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes 

greater than all shrubs, and shoots out great branches, so that the birds of the air may nest in its 

shade.”   

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Sermon                                    Olivia Molumby 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Song                                                “You Are Holy (Prince Of Peace) Hannah Ruikka and Youth 

Verse 

You are holy (You are holy) 

You are mighty (You are mighty) 

You are worthy (You are worthy) 

Worthy of praise (worthy of praise) 

I will follow (I will follow) 

I will listen (I will listen) 

I will love You (I will love You) 

All of my days (all of my days) 
 

Chorus 1 

I will sing to and worship 

The King who is worthy 

And I will love and adore Him 

And I will bow down before Him 

And I will sing to and worship 

The King who is worthy 

And I will love and adore Him 

And I will bow down before Him 

You're my Prince of Peace 

And I will live my life for You 
 

Chorus 2 

You are Lord of lords You are King of kings 

You are mighty God Lord of ev'rything 

You're Emmanuel You're the Great I Am 

You're the Prince of Peace who is the Lamb 

You're the living God You're my saving grace 

You will reign forever You are Ancient of Days 

You are Alpha Omega Beginning and End 

You're my Savior Messiah Redeemer and Friend 

You're my Prince of Peace 

And I will live my life for You 
 

Ending 

You’re my Prince of Peace 

And I will live my life for You 

 CCLI Song # 2332149  Marc Imboden | Tammi Rhoton 

 © 1994 Imboden Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 Martha Jo Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

* Creed (version written by this year’s 8th grade confirmation class)  

We believe in the Creator,  

 who continues to create, 

 who leads us on paths we may not know, 

 who sees trees and vines twinning in partnership, 

 who sends birds to the north to sing for us, 

 who encourages us to care for His creation, 

 who provides seasons of rain and snow to nourish the earth, 

 who serves us on busy streets with kind and helpful neighbors, 

 who sends ducks and geese to be our friends in nature. 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


We believe in the Creator God, 

 we thank him for all that be, 

 we believe in love, Jesus, 

 who connects us all, 

 who says “I love you” 100 times a day,  

 who puts others before self, 

 who keeps us safe and protected, 

 who is real, 

 who brings us kindness, 

 who embodies every color without stereotypes, 

 who makes us feel happy in a special way, 

 who listens to you. 
 

We believe in the Spirit God, 

 who connects us to a family, 

 who guides us through life, 

 who gives us the promise of undying love through his Word, 

 who moves us to be kind and compassionate, 

 who sparks light and life, 

 breathing, gift, hope and goodness. Amen. 

 Celebration of Graduates  

 CCLI Song # 5506288  “The Words I Would Say” Ben McDonald | David Frey | Sam Mizell 

 © 2009 Simple Tense Songs (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Wyzell Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) 

 Curb Dayspring Music (Admin. by Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  CCLI License # 1664009  #250540802 

 

* Blessing for 2021 Graduates  

Pastor John:   

Graduates, we at St. Stephen’s, are so proud of you 

who you are and what you have accomplished.   

 

A blessing for you based on Proverbs 3. 
 

Congregation:  

Graduates, never forget the things that have been taught to you.  

Remember these things – store them in your heart –  

for they will enrich your life and your well being. 
 

Hannah:  

Trust in the Lord with all your heart;  

Do not depend on your own understanding.  

Seek God’s will in all you do, and He will direct your paths. 
 

Tracy:  

Don’t be overly impressed with your own wisdom.  

Instead, fear the Lord.  

Turn your back on the things you know to be wrong.  

If you do, you will stay healthy and whole, both in body and spirit. 

 

Hannah:   

Don’t get angry or discouraged when God corrects you,  

when He points out to you the ways  

in which you have fallen short of what He desires for you.  

Remember that He does it because He loves you! 
 

Tracy:  

When you set out your goals and plans, be wise.  

Think carefully about the decisions you make.  

Seek good advice from people you trust.  

Then you can walk through life without fear, and without stumbling. 
 



Congregation:  

Don’t be anxious about things that may happen in the future.  

Always remember that God is at your side,  

And that He surrounds you with His love and mercy. 
 

Pastor John:  

Graduates, wherever you go, remember who you are and whose you are. 

 

(please raise up hands to bless the graduates)  
 

All:  

May the Lord bless you and keep you;  

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;  

The Lord turn his face to you and give you peace. Amen  

* Prayers of the Church  

Let us come before God in prayer.  

(moment of silence) 
 

Holy God,  

you plant the seeds of faith in all.  

May the grace and good news  

take root in our youth and graduates  

along with the congregation of St. Stephen’s.  

Lord in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Creator,  

may all the people you have created  

grow deep roots and reach for the cleansing air  

so that they will shine in your glory.  

Lord in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Eternal God,  

may this house of worship  

and all who enter here be blessed.  

May the cries of children  

and your words and songs  

ring from their hearts.  

Lord in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

We lift these prayers to you, O God,  

trusting in your mercy and grace. 

Amen 

* Sharing the Peace  

The peace of the Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]  

 Discerning God’s Call—Vision Reflection 

God’s call to Mary was not just about her own life, but about the “next generation” that she was 

giving birth to.  Can you imagine a vision for St. Stephen’s that serves the generation coming after 

us? 

 Offertory Response                            “Praise and Thanksgiving” ELW #689 vs. 3, 4 | Ben 

Father, providing food for your children, 

by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share 

one with another, so that, rejoicing 

with us, all others may know your care. 
 

Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 

freely confessing your gracious hand. 



Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 

your love sustaining showers the land. 

  Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. 

 Text © Oxford University Press. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

 Music: Gaelic tune; arr. Hymnal version 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Offertory Prayer  

Jesus, Bread of life, 

you have set this table with your very self, 

and called us to the feast of plenty. 

Gather what has been sown among us, 

and strengthen us in this meal. 

Make us to be what we receive here, 

your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution  

* Lord’s Prayer   

 (Congregation response written by St Stephen’s Past Confirmation Students) Max Gregory 

Our Father, 

 God is for all of us 

who art in heaven, 

 who lives everywhere 

hallowed be thy name, 

 God’s name is great 

thy kingdom come, 

 the place where God does God stuff  

 and he comes to us 

thy will be done, 

 God’s will is complete 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

 No matter where we are 

Give us this day 

 a good day granted 

our daily bread; 

 everything we need 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 forgive us when we do something wrong 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

 and help us to treat others  

 as you would treat them 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 keep us on the right path 

but deliver us from evil. 

 help me to come back to you  

 when I have done something wrong 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion   

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 

Come! 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

                                                               Amen. 



◙ 

* Communion Hymn                                       “In the Singing” ELW #466 | Ben 

In the singing, in the silence,  

in the hands expectant, open,  

in the blessing, in the breaking, 

in your presence at this table, 
 

Refrain 

Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 

be the wine of grace; 

Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, 

be the bread of peace. 

 

In the question, in the answer, 

in the moment of acceptance, 

in the heart's cry, in the healing,  

in the circle of your people,  Refrain 

 Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931 

 Music: Carlton R. Young, b. 1926  

 Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. 

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion  

Jesus, Bread of life, 

we have received from your table 

more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 

In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* May the Road Rise To Meet You (Irish Blessing) Hannah Ruikka 

May the road rise up to meet you 

May the wind be always at your back 

The sun shine warm upon your face 

The rains fall soft upon your fields 

And until we meet again 

Until we meet again 

May God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 CCLI Song # 7039591 

 David MacGregor 

 © Words: Public Domain  

 Music: 2013 MacGregor, David (Admin. by Willow Publishing Pty. Ltd.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009 

* Dismissal Olivia Molumby 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                          Celebration on “May the Road Rise To Meet You” Ben 



 

 

 

We wish to congratulate all graduates  

those known to us and all others.   

May God’s grace be with you  

as you step ahead  

towards your dreams.   
 

 

 

Rachael Brutger 

Rachael is a graduate from University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.  Rachael’s degree is K-12 Special Educa-

tion.  Rachael plans to begin teaching in a rural school district this fall. 
 

Elizabeth (Ellie) Dreelan 

Ellie is a graduate from Henry Sibley High School.  Ellie will be studying Neuroscience at the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison in the fall. 
 

Halle June Eisfelder 

Halle Eisfelder is a graduate of Chisago Lakes High School in Lindstrom.  Halle is class Valedictorian and 

at an earlier presentation received CLHS's female Triple "A" award for Arts, Athletics, and Academics. 

Halle will also earn an Associate of Arts degree from Lake Superior Community College when she gradu-

ates this spring. Next fall Halle plans to attend the University of Iowa where she will major in Environmen-

tal Engineering. 
 

Nick Ellison 

Nick is a graduate from Henry Sibley High School.  Nick will be attending Augsburg in the fall. 
 

Tasha Kemna 

Tasha Kemna is a graduate from Henry Sibley High School.  Tasha is planning on attending Winona State 

University in the fall, with a Composite Materials Engineering major. 
 

Ashley Martinson-Packer 

Ashley Martinson-Packer has received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Metro State.  
 

Donnie McKenzie 

Donnie McKenzie is a graduate from Henry Sibley High School.  Appointed Private First Class for Poolee 

Recruitment and Active Squad Leader, Donnie enters basic training in the United States Marine Corp 

MCRD San Diego CA June 21st, 2021. 
 

Travis (TJ) Pirkl 

Travis is a graduate of Metropolitan State University with a Bachelor of Science – Marketing 

TJ is now looking for a job, start “adulting”! 
 

Allison Willwerscheid 

Allison is a graduate of the University of Minnesota Minneapolis with a Doctorate in Physical Therapy.   

Allison’s plans are to stay in twin city area. 
 

Lauren Youness 

Lauren is a graduate from Henry Sibley High School.  Lauren plans to attend the University of Minnesota 

Duluth, in the fall.  She is interested in psychology and elementary education. 



Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Barbara, Susan, Delores, Laura, Marlene,  

Florence and Family. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Tom, Missy, Hallie and Brooks, John and Charlene, Dorothy, Wayne and Joyce, Jessica, Jason and Willow. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.  

This week we offer prayers for Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp (Camp WAPO)  

— a place where fun and faith collide, where our youth encounter God’s word, make friends and create memories to 

last a lifetime. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam,  

Troy, Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter D. J., Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew, Lindsey. (Please help us keep our military 

member listing up to date.  Thank you.) 
 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 
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