St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 8, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Easter at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
On April 17 we celebrated the Holy Mystery of Christ’s resurrection. I can scarcely take it
all in. The season of Easter, fifty days in length, is the time when we pause and let the
previous forty days of Lent and Holy Week sink in. We revel in the awe and wonder of the
Risen Christ, our Savior. He is risen indeed!!!!
Earlier, on Christmas Day in John 1, it was revealed to us that Jesus, the Christ, is the
manifestation of God’s Word made flesh. Now, in this season’s Hymn of Praise, we sing
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! Not only is God’s Word made flesh, but it has come alive
again! We will continue to grapple with all that is so hard to comprehend, yet we don’t
grapple alone. In this season of Easter … We will come to understand Thomas’ doubt,
and how blessed all are who have not seen, yet believe. We will celebrate Jesus as the
Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep, and we, His sheep, know Him. We will see the New
Heaven and the New Earth that is prepared and revealed to us. We will come to know the
vision of God’s peace – a peace that passes all understanding.
Celebrate Jesus this Easter season. While we celebrated a glorious Easter morning on April
17, let every morning be Easter morning from now on, and be filled with the amazing joy,
awe and wonder as we live in the knowledge of Christ’s love for us.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Worship with Holy Communion
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of Jesus. It was true for
Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is
true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Meditation on “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Welcome (Includes Tanzania video)
Greetings and brief update from Ihimbo and Iwonde
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

Bryon Dockter

To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

ELW #502 vs. 1, 2, 3

Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877. Music: Irish tune
arr. Walter L. Pelz Copyright © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Hymn of Praise
“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
He is arisen! Glorious Word!
Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
the gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus rose triumphantly,
and Satan’s arrows broken lie,
destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear, what cheer!
Christ victorious,
rising glorious,
life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!

LBW #138

Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayer of the Day
O God of peace,
you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ,
the great shepherd of the sheep.
By the blood of your eternal covenant,
make us complete in everything good
that we may do your will,
and work among us all
that is well-pleasing in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Reading from the Psalms
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation

“Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”
“Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema”

Psalm 23

ELW #401 vs. 1

Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew.
It's your leading that we're needing, help us to follow you.
Refrain
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
John 10:22-30
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was
walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him,
"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 25 Jesus answered, "I
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name testify to me; 26 but
you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them,
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out
of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of
the Father's hand. 30 The Father and I are one."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
* Gospel Acclamation

“Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”
“Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema”

ELW #401 vs. 1

Gracious Spirit, heed our pleading, fashion us all anew.
It's your leading that we're needing, help us to follow you.
Refrain
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Come, come, come, Holy Spirit, come.
Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
English and Swahili text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland, b.1924. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

Sermon

Guest Pastor Nixon Mwitula

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
Have no fear, little flock;
have no fear, little flock,
for the Father has chosen
to give you the kingdom;
have no fear, little flock!

“Have No Fear, Little Flock”

ELW #764

Have good cheer, little flock;
have good cheer, little flock,
for the Father will keep you
in his love forever;
have good cheer, little flock!
Praise the Lord high above;
praise the Lord high above,
for he stoops down to heal you,
uplift and restore you;
praise the Lord high above!
Thankful hearts raise to God;
thankful hearts raise to God,
for he stays close beside you,
in all things works with you;
thankful hearts raise to God!
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jilson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4
Text © 1973 Concordia Publishing House
Music: Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #184

Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God is good! All the time. All the time. God is good!

* Great Thanksgiving (sung)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ELW Page 161

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Baba Yetu
(The Lord’s Prayer to be sung in Swahili)
Congregation Response: Jina lako litukuzwe
SWAHILI
Baba Yetu, uliye mbinguni,

jina lako litukuzwe

ulfalme wako uje, mapenzi yatimizwe
hapa duniani, kama mbinguni
utupe leo hii, riziki yetu
utusamehe baba, makosa yetu,
kwa jinsi sisi nasi, tunavyosamehe
usitutie kamwe, majaribuni
bali utuikoe, katika uovu
kwa kuwa wako ufalme, mamlaka yote
na utukufu sasa, na hata milele
Amin, Amin, tunakushukuru
Uhimidewe bwana, we mfalme wetu

ENGLISH
Our father who art in heaven
hallowed be your name
your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven
give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us
lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom, the power
and the glory, forever and ever
Amen, Amen, we thank you
Praise the Lord, our King.

* Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Hymn

“Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
“Mfurahini, haleluya”

Christ has arisen, alleluia.
Rejoice and praise him, alleluia.
For our redeemer burst from the tomb,
even from death, dispelling its gloom.
Refrain
Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.
Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy.
Our sin forgiving, alleluia!
Jesus is living, alleluia!
For three long days the grave did its worst
until its strength by God was dispersed.
He who gives life did death undergo,
and in its conquest his might did show. Refrain
The angel said to them, "Do not fear.
You look for Jesus who is not here.
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare.
Only the graveclothes are lying there." Refrain

ELW #364

"Go spread the news: he's not in the grave.
He has arisen this world to save.
Jesus' redeeming labors are done.
Even the battle with sin is won." Refrain
Christ has arisen to set us free.
Alleluia, to him praises be.
Jesus is living! Let us all sing;
he reigns triumphant, heavenly king. Refrain
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922
Swahili text © 1968 Lutheran Theological College,
Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
English text © 1977 Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Tanzanian traditional. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing (English)
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
* Blessing (Swahili)
* Closing Hymn
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
thy rod and staff my comfort still;
thy cross before to guide me.

ELW #502 vs. 4, 5, 6

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877. Music: Irish tune
arr. Walter L. Pelz Copyright © 1980 Augsburg Publishing House
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Reprise of “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”

◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus, LaMoyne Wencel,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Jeff Peterson and Family (Tschida),
Les Wilken (Snider), Keith Lutzen (Mackenzie), David Schultz (S. Schultz).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Jay, Rebecca, Josephine, Lucia and Henrik Miller,
Robert and Patricia Pace, Dorothy Lea
Sandra Matejka, Douglas Johnston
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully,
witness boldly and serve joyfully.” Their vision “A world experiencing the difference God’s grace
and love in Christ makes for all people and creation.”
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
We also offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to
Jay and Rebecca Miller and Family on the death of Jay’s mother, Kathy Miller.
Kathy passed away on May 5th. No funeral or memorial service is immediately planned.
In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in God’s presence and promise of life everlasting.

Today’s Altar Flowers
In Loving Memory of Dad, Tom Raiter
and wishing a Blessed Mother’s Day to All!
Given by Brenda and John Gieser

God is good! All the time. All the time. God is good!
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