Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 22 | 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Agenda includes introduction of our Vision to Action Plan (VAT) and our
Ministry Result Areas for the coming years. Election of new officers will also
be part of the agenda. Confirmed members have voting privileges. All are welcome!
TODAY’S Open Forum and Potluck Lunch Combined—
Welcome Pastor Mwitula
Pastor Nixon Mwitula from Iringa, Tanzania has been in Minnesota this
past academic year, studying at Luther Seminary and has kept an
active schedule preaching and visiting many congregations in the
Saint Paul Area Synod. We are fortunate to welcome Pastor Nixon
today. He will preach and share greetings from Ihimbo and Iwonde,
our partner congregations in Tanzania. Following the worship service
there will be an opportunity to interact with Pastor Nixon as he shares
information about Tanzania and the Bega Kwa Bega partnership
between the Saint Paul Area Synod and the Iringa Diocese. Join us for
inspiring conversation, a potluck lunch, and pictures from Ihimbo and
Iwonde. Whether you bring a dish to share or not, please be sure to join
us in Fellowship Hall after worship, we always have plenty to share!

Pastor Nixon Mwitula

Open Forum—Sundays 10:30 a.m. in the Lounge
Sunday, May 15 our Open Forum features NAMI
As described on their website, The National Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI) is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization
dedicated to building better lives for the millions of Americans affected by
mental illness. What started as a small group of families gathered around
a kitchen table in 1979 has blossomed into the nation's leading voice on
mental health. Today, they are an alliance of more than 600 local Affiliates and 49 State Organizations who
work in communities to raise awareness and provide support and education that was not previously available to those in need. Join us Sunday, May 15th to learn more. St. Stephen’s is pleased to participate with
NAMI with a gift of $2,000.

The Journey Continues. The Gift Committee wants to participate with you in YOUR journey of generosity!
We’ve now entered into the next phase of our Journey of Generosity. Ten thousand dollars will be given in
support of the ministry passions of our members. St. Stephen’s will match member donations, in their name,
to non-profit organizations up to $200 per household through June 5, 2022. Forms can be found at the
Connection Center and on our website under the Resources drop down menu. We invite you to prayerfully
consider what non-profit organization you would like St Stephen’s to match your donation. Please return this
form to the church office on or before Sunday, June 5th. Thank you!

Next Sunday, May 15, we are delighted to have our member,
Pastor Chris Becker provide the sermon

When’s the next Choir rehearsal?

Glad you asked.

The May rehearsals are Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary— May 9th, 16th and 23rd. ALL are welcome!

Looking for the Daily Email Reminder for Morning Moments?
We are now sending those out using the MailChimp service. You can opt-in to receive
those emails at this address: https://bit.ly/SSLC-MM or use the QR code to the right!

MEN’S
BREAKFAST
● faith ● food ● fellowship

We meet
every other
Friday at
Gallagher’s,
888 Ohio
Street,
West St. Paul.

Join us Friday, May 20 | 8-9am
All Men are welcome and encouraged to attend.
For the past couple months we have had the
pleasure of the men from Salem Lutheran joining
our group. We are looking at 1st Corinthians
Chapter 13 the “love chapter.”
Be sure to add May 20th to your
calendar we’d love to see you!

“Grant, Lord, that I may know myself
that I may know thee.” - Augustine
Explore this insight and others
contained in the book “The Gift of
Being Yourself” by author David
Benner. This Zoom class led by Pastor
John is on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of the month. The dates in May are:
May 11 (Chapter 5) and May 25
(Chapter 6) at 7:00pm. Zoom meeting
ID: 894-3514-0057 Password: 55118.
All are welcome whether you have a copy of the
book or not. Come be inspired!

OWLS (Older Wiser Lutherans)
Our friends at Salem are inviting us again this month to join the fun with their OWLs group on
Tuesday, May 10 at 1p.m. in their Fellowship Hall. After a short meeting it will be a GAME & CARD
EVENT. If you have a favorite board game you are welcomed to bring it along with you —the more
the merrier! If you have questions, please call Shirley Peterson (651) 426-0005.
Learn more about Salem and upcoming events at www.salemluth.org. They can also be found on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/salemluth/. Salem Lutheran is located at 11 W. Bernard St. in West
St Paul.

SAVE THE DATE—Saturday, May 21 | 2p.m.-6p.m.
Support Local Scouting—St. Stephen’s Troop 248/Pack 37

BBQ FUNDRAISER and Silent Auction & Raffle
North 40 Tavern, 189 Winona St W, West St Paul
Pre-sale tickets available in advance from your neighborhood Scout or online via
Venmo. For pricing, more information and the Venmo QRC Code, please see the Boy
Scout website https://troop248wsp.org/ or the flyer on the bulletin board in Narthex.

GivePlus Vanco Mobile App
If you are using the GivePlus Vanco Mobile App to make your church
offerings, as of April 30, 2022 this app is no longer be operational. The
App is being replaced with Vanco Mobile which can be easily downloaded from either the Apple App Store or Goggle Play Store. Once
you have downloaded the app, all you have to do is log in with your
same username and password to make your gifts. Don’t have an account yet? Just search for St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church and choose our church (address: 1575 Charlton St, West St Paul) and follow the prompts to
create an account.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.

Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries 
By Mail | Online thru St Stephen’s website | GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702) | Vanco Mobile App
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