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Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He
anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our baptism.
Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.
[Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

Silence is kept for reflection.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.

Refrain
Refrain
Refrain
Refrain
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O God our shepherd,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.
Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common;
they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added
to their number those who were being saved.
Word of God, Word of Life

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.
He leads me in right paths
for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.
For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly.
If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right
and suffer for it, you have God's approval.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
"He committed no
sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."
When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he

suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.
He himself
bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his
wounds you have been healed.
For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to
the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Word of God, Word of Life

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,

"Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another
way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers." Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did
not understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am
the gate for the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen
to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have
it abundantly.
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Refrain

refrain

refrain
The peace of the Lord be with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.

Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:

different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for
Neighbors is a non-profit social-service agency located in South St.
Paul, providing emergency assistance and supportive assistance programs to low-income community members in the
northern Dakota County communities of Inver Grove Heights, South St. Paul, West St. Paul, Mendota Heights, Mendota,
Sunfish Lake and Lilydale.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing up to
date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three
weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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