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elcome to the Season of Easter at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church … 

On April 17 we celebrated the Holy Mystery of Christ’s resurrection. I can scarcely take it 

all in. The season of Easter, fifty days in length, is the time when we pause and let the  

previous forty days of Lent and Holy Week sink in. We revel in the awe and wonder of the 

Risen Christ, our Savior. He is risen indeed!!!! 

 

Earlier, on Christmas Day in John 1, it was revealed to us that Jesus, the Christ, is the  

manifestation of God’s Word made flesh. Now, in this season’s Hymn of Praise, we sing  

He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! Not only is God’s Word made flesh, but it has come alive 

again!  We will continue to grapple with all that is so hard to comprehend, yet we don’t 

grapple alone.  In this season of Easter … We will come to understand Thomas’ doubt, 

and how blessed all are who have not seen, yet believe. We will celebrate Jesus as the 

Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep, and we, His sheep, know Him.  We will see the New 

Heaven and the New Earth that is prepared and revealed to us. We will come to know the 

vision of God’s peace – a peace that passes all understanding. 

 

Celebrate Jesus this Easter season. While we celebrated a glorious Easter morning on April 

17, let every morning be Easter morning from now on, and be filled with the amazing joy, 

awe and wonder as we live in the knowledge of Christ’s love for us.    

 

Blessings, 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                                        “All People That On Earth Do Dwell” arr. Gerrit W. Lamain   

 Welcome 

* Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, 

through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness 

and we pass safely through. 

 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Worship with Holy Communion 

It is possible to hear in Jesus’ high priestly prayer, a prayer he offered shortly before his death, the petitions  
of the ascended Christ for his own throughout history—to our day—and beyond. Jesus prays for us. In holy 
baptism we become believers in God, have our robes washed in the flood of Christ’s forgiveness, and receive 
the gift of life forever with all the saints. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 



To you, our Beginning and our End, 

our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Hymn                                               “Crown Him with Many Crowns” ELW #855 vs. 1, 3, 4 

Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 

through all eternity. 
 

Crown him the Lord of love-- 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 

in beauty glorified. 

No angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 

but downward bend their burning eyes 

at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, 

who died and rose on high, 

who died, eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 

 Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Hymn of Praise                                “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!” LBW #138 

He is arisen! Glorious Word! 

Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 

the gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus rose triumphantly, 

and Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon. 

Oh, hear, what cheer! 

Christ victorious, 

rising glorious, 

life is giving. 

He was dead, but now is living! 

  Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt. 

 Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 



 

* Prayer of the Day 

O God, 

form the minds of your faithful people into your one will.  

Make us love what you command and desire what you promise,  

that, amid all the changes of this world,  

our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found,  

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Lesson  Acts 16:16-34 

16 One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of divination 

and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she followed Paul and us, 

she would cry out, "These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of  

salvation." 18 She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and said to the 

spirit, "I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 

and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. 20 When they had brought them before 

the magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 21 and are advocating 

customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe." 22 The crowd joined in attacking 

them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 

rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the 

jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell and 

fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that 

the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's 

chains were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his 

sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 

shouted in a loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." 29 The jailer called for lights, and 

rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them outside and said, 

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 They answered, "Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be 

saved, you and your household." 32 They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 

house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his  

entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and set food before 

them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 Psalm Responsive Reading  Psalm 97 

The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice;  

 let the many coastlands be glad! 

Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;  

 righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. 

Fire goes before him,  

 and consumes his adversaries on every side. 

His lightnings light up the world;  

 the earth sees and trembles. 

The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,  

 before the Lord of all the earth. 

The heavens proclaim his righteousness;  

 and all the peoples behold his glory. 

All worshipers of images are put to shame,  

 those who make their boast in worthless idols;  

 all gods bow down before him. 

Zion hears and is glad,  

 and the towns of Judah rejoice,  

 because of your judgments, O God. 

For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth;  

 you are exalted far above all gods. 

The LORD loves those who hate evil;  

 he guards the lives of his faithful;  

 he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

Light dawns for the righteous,  

 and joy for the upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous,  

 and give thanks to his holy name! 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



* Gospel Acclamation                                     “Celtic Alleluia” ELW #174 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Music: Fiintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker 

 Music© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 17:20-26 

Jesus said … 20 "I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they 

also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given 

me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they 

may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be  

with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the  

foundation of the world. 25 "Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so 

that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them." 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

* Gospel Acclamation                                      “Celtic Alleluia” ELW #174 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sermon                                    Pastor Tim 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                                          “Thine the Amen” ELW #826 vs. 1, 2, 4 

Thine the amen thine the praise 

alleluias angels raise 

thine the everlasting head 

thine the breaking of the bread 

thine the glory thine the story 

thine the harvest then the cup 

thine the vineyard then the cup 

is lifted up lifted up. 
 

Thine the life eternally 

thine the promise let there be 

thine the vision thine the tree 

all the earth on bended knee 

gone the nailing gone the railing 



gone the pleading gone the cry 

gone the sighing gone the dying 

what was loss lifted high. 
 

Thine the kingdom thine the prize 

thine the wonder full surprise 

thine the banquet then the praise 

then the justice of thy ways 

thine the glory thine the story 

then the welcome to the least 

then the wonder all increasing 

at thy feast at thy feast. 

 Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 

 Text © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                            “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer 

Living God, 

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 

in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. 

Reach out to us through this meal, 

and show us your wounded and risen body, 

that we may be nourished and believe 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving (sung acapella) ELW Page 161 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Communion Music                               “This Is My Father’s World”           arr. Gerrit W. Lamain 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                             “This Is My Song” ELW #887 vs. 1, 3 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 

a song of peace for lands afar and mine. 

This is my home, the country where my heart is; 

here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine; 

but other hearts in other lands are beating 

with hopes and dreams as true and high as mine. 
 

This is my prayer, O God of all earth's kingdoms, 

your kingdom come; on earth your will be done. 

O God, be lifted up till all shall serve you, 

and hearts united learn to live as one. 

So hear my prayer, O God of all the nations; 

myself I give you; let your will be done. 



◙ 

 Text: Lloyd Stone, 1912-1993, sts. 1-2; Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974, st. 3 

 Text sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing Company,  

 Text st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Company  

 Music: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                   “Allegro (Psalm 68)” Jan Zwart, 1877-1937 

  Public Domain 

Leaders in Today’s Service 

 

Presiding Pastor ................................................................ The Rev. Tim Thompson, Ph.D 

Lay Liturgist ............................................................................................. Mary Jo Martinek 

Director of Worship ..................................................................................... Bryon Dockter 

Organist ................................................................................................... Gerrit W. Lamain 

Song Leaders .............................................................................................. Hannah Ruikka 

Lector ....................................................................................................... Mary Jo Martinek 

Communications and Media Coordinator ................................................ Garrett Masters 

Audio Visual Ministry .................................................................................. Norm Goetzke 

Altar Guild ................................................................................ Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt 

Prayer Chain .......... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson 

Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson 

To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either 
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday 

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall 

or call the church office at 651-457-6541. 

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00 

Thank you! 

 

There is no greater blessing from God that a child.  Congratulations to  

Ashley and Dan Deeb on the birth of their daughter, Ava Kathryn Deeb, 

Wednesday, May 25th.  Congratulations also to Ava’s older brother Colton 

and grandparents, Joy and Jeff Stenhaug and great grandfather Don  

Stenhaug.  God bless you all. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
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Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus, LaMoyne Wencel,  

Chuck Sartell, Janet Gibson, Steven Mead, Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow),  

Darlene (Erickson), Amanda, Brittany (Erickson/Pirkl), 

The Family and friends of Eric Dokken (Beitzel). 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Jim and Kathy Packer, Jeff and Joy Stenhaug, 

Chris and Jolene Sather, Richard and Karla Rabanus, 

Loren, Jenny and Piper Van Pelt. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Union Gospel Mission of the Twin Cities, 

a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people 

who are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community. 

The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives— 

physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 


