
Sunday, May 28, 2023 - 9:30 a.m.  



Todayõs Service Notes 
 

This service is being video recorded, live -streamed  

and archived on our Facebook page.  
 

It will also be available on Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 15  

Please check their schedule for viewing times  

https://www.townsquare.tv/tv -schedules/ch15  
 

* in bulletin indicates when Congregation should stand.  

Bold text indicates Congregation Responses.   
 

St. Stephenõs Safety Committee encourages all who are eligible to receive their COVID 

boosters and flu shots.  This is our best chance to create a safe environment for all at St. 

Stephenõs and in the community.  In addition, the current policy of St. Stephenõs is masks 

are optional for everyone, clergy and singers included.  However if you feel more  

comfortable wearing a mask, please know we welcome you to do so.  

Today marks the last of seven Sundays in the Season of Easter, and the Festival of  

Pentecost.  Today we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus, 

after his Ascension.   In todayõs First Reading, Acts 2 òdescribes a powerful wind and 

tongues of fire as the Holy Spirit was poured out on the people all over the world who 

came to Jerusalem to celebrate a Jewish feastó.  In this act, over 3000 people were  

baptized, giving birth to the church of Christ.     
  

Today the altar vestments are red, serving as a visual reminder of the tongues of fire  

empowering the apostles and others to proclaim the good news of Christõs resurrection  

in many languages.   Symbols of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit include red flames for  

the tongues of fire, the wind for the breath of God, the shell and water for Baptism, the 

descending dove.  As a Trinitarian faith, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as the third part of 

the Trinity of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   In our liturgy we celebrate Thanksgiving for 

Baptism and the Holy Eucharist as we conclude the fifty days in the season of Easter.  
 

Blessings and Peace, 

Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship     

Welcome to Worship this Festival of Pentecost  

at St. Stephenõs Lutheran Church ... 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                

 Welcome  

 Singing Bowl  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

* Thanksgiving for Baptism  ELW Page 119  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity,  нone God,  

the fountain of living water,  

the rock who gave us birth,  

our light and our salvation.  

Amen.  
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

 

We give you thanks, O God,  

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters  

and by your Word you created the world,  

calling forth life in which you took delight.  

 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,  

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.  

 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,  

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  

Shower us with your Spirit,  

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.  

 

To you be given honor and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen.  

* Gathering Hymn                         òGod of Tempest, God of Whirlwindó ELW #400  vs. 1, 2, 4  

God of tempest, God of whirlwind,  

as on Pentecost descend!  

Drive us out from sheltered comfort;  

past these walls your people send!  

Sweep us into costly service,  

there with Christ to bear the cross,  

there with Christ to bear the cross!  
 

Worship with Holy Communion  

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount 
Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as Godôs presence within  
and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing Godôs presence to all people. Paul 
reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these 
gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too 
are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim Godôs redeeming love to all the world. [Reprinted 

with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2022 Augsburg Fortress]  



God of blazing, God of burning,  

all that blocks your purpose, purge!  

Through your church, Christ's living Body,  

let your flaming Spirit surge!  

Where deceit conceals injustice,  

kindle us to speak your truth,  

kindle us to speak your truth!  
 

God of passion, God unsleeping,  

stir in us love's restlessness!  

Where the people cry in anguish,  

may we share your heart's distress.  

Rouse us from content with evil;  

claim us for your kingdom's work,  

claim us for your kingdom's work!  

 Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923  

 Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.,  

 `Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.  

  Music: John Hughes, 1873 -1932. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

* Greeting    

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you.  

* Hymn of Praise                        ELW Page 122  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  

whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,  

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.  

This is the feast of victory for our God.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 

Sing with all the people of God,  

and join in the hymn of all creation:  

Blessing, honor, glory, and might  

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  
 

This is the feast of victory for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

* Prayer of the Day  

O God,  

on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people  

by sending into us your Holy Spirit.  

Direct us by the light of that Spirit,  

that we may have a right judgment in all things  

and rejoice at all times in your peace,  

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  
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 First Reading   Acts 2:1 -21  

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were  

sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native  

language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 

And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 

and Arabs ñin our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, 

"They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 

Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is 

what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 

shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to dark-

ness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

 Second Reading   1 Corinthians 12:3 -13  

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says "Let Jesus  

be cursed!" and no one can say "Jesus is Lord" except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of 

gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are  

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given 

the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance 

of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith 

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles,  

to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots  

to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. For just as the body is one and has many members, 

and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit 

we were all baptized into one body ñJews or Greeks, slaves or free ñand we were all made to drink of 

one Spirit.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God  

* Gospel Acclamation                         ELW Page 124  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,  

Glory to you, O Lord  

* Gospel   John 20:19 -23  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the dis-

ciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace 

be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."  

The Gospel of the Lord,  

Praise to you, O Christ.  



 Sermon  Pastor Tim  
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 Hymn of the Day                      òLike the Murmur of the Doveõs Songó ELW #403  

Like the murmur of the dove's song,  

like the challenge of her flight,  

like the vigor of the wind's rush,  

like the new flame's eager might:  

come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 

To the members of Christ's body,  

to the branches of the vine,  

to the church in faith assembled,  

to our midst as gift and sign:  

come, Holy Spirit, come.  
 

With the healing of division,  

with the ceaseless voice of prayer,  

with the power to love and witness,  

with the peace beyond compare:  

come, Holy Spirit, come.  

 Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944  

 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  

  Music: Peter Cutts, b. 1937. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-1963643 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802  

* Prayers of Intercession  

 Petition response      Leader: é Lord in your mercy,  

                                                 hear our prayer.                       

* Sharing the Peace  

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you.  

 Offertory                                         òLet the Vineyards Be Fruitfuló ELW #181  

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

and ýll to the brim our cup of blessing.  

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life.  

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;  

unite them with the prayers we offer.  

Grace our table with your presence,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  

 Text: John W. Arthur, 1922 -1980 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship , admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

 Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 Offertory Prayer  

Generous God,  

in this meal you offer your very self.  

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.  

In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One.  

In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

* Great Thanksgiving  ELW Page 129  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  



* Words of Institution  

* Lordõs Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us;  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.   Amen.  

 Invitation to Communion  

Gluten -free wafers and white grape juice are available from the servers.  
 

Come and know Christ,  

broken and poured out for you.  

 Communion Music                                   òAs the Wind Songó ACS #943  

As the wind song through the trees, as the stirring of the breeze,  

so it is with the Spirit of God, as the heart made strangely warm,  

as the voice within the storm, so it is with the Spirit of God.  

Never seen, ever known where this wind has blown  

bringing life, bringing pow'r to the world, as the dancing tongues of fire,  

as the soul's most deep desire, so it is with the Spirit of God.  
 

As the rainbow after rain, as the hope that's born again,  

so it is with the Spirit of God, as the green in the spring,  

as a kite on a string, so it is with the Spirit of God,  

making worlds that are new, making peace come true,  

bringing gifts, bringing love to the world, as the rising of the yeast,  

as the wine at the feast, so it is with the Spirit of God.  

 Text: Shirley Erena Murray, 1931 ð2020 

 Text © 2005 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  

 Music: Lim Swee Hong, B. 1963. All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364, CCLI #1664009  #20540802  

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you  

  The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.  

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

strengthens you and keeps you in his grace  

today, tomorrow and forever.  Amen.  

* Prayer after Communion  

Gracious God,  

in you we live and move and have our being.  

With your word and this meal of grace,  

you have nourished our life together.  

Strengthen us to show your love  

and serve the world in Jesusõ name. Amen.  

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing  

The God of all,  

who raised   нJesus from the dead,  

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit  

to live in the new creation.  

Amen.  



Ƽ 

* Sending Hymn                          òLord, You Give the Great Commissionó ELW #579 vs. 1, 2, 5  

Lord, you give the great commission:  

"Heal the sick and preach the word."  

Lest the church neglect its mission,  

and the gospel go unheard,  

help us witness to your purpose  

with renewed integrity:  
 

Refrain  

With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us  

for the work of ministry.  
 

Lord, you call us to your service:  

"In my name baptize and teach."  

That the world may trust your promise,  

life abundant meant for each,  

give us all new fervor, draw us  

closer in community:  Refrain  
 

Lord, you bless with words assuring:  

"I am with you to the end."  

Faith and hope and love restoring,  

may we serve as you intend  

and, amid the cares that claim us,  

hold in mind eternity:  Refrain  

  Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934  

  Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

 Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907 -1991.  All rights reserved. Used by permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802  

* Dismissal  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.  

Thanks be to God.  

* Postlude                         
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To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either  

Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6 -sunday  

Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall  

or call the church office at 651 -457 -6541.  

Cost for two bouquets is $40.00.  

Thank you!  
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Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Joyce Johnson, Chris, Dominick, Nicole and Olivia,  

Scott, Michael and Angie Anderson,  

Laura Walsh (Snider), Sally Ladwig ( Snider),  

Barbie, Jimõs Family (Saari), Ben, Ashley and Rowan (Shoemaker).  
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Tom, Teresa, Ben, Adam and Emily Tschida,  

Lindsay, Jake, Hudson and Sullivan Bjerke,  

John and Charlene Gralish, Craig and Deanna Poff,  

Jamie, Jane and Betsy Lerbs.  
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephenõs support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Union Gospel Mission of the Twin Cities,  

a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people  

who are struggling with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community.  

The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives ñ 

physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.  
  

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania . 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:   

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim, Matthew Eittreim, 

Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe, Adam Kenny,  

Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed.  
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Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.  


