St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 22, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Easter at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
On April 17 we celebrated the Holy Mystery of Christ’s resurrection. I can scarcely take it
all in. The season of Easter, fifty days in length, is the time when we pause and let the
previous forty days of Lent and Holy Week sink in. We revel in the awe and wonder of the
Risen Christ, our Savior. He is risen indeed!!!!
Earlier, on Christmas Day in John 1, it was revealed to us that Jesus, the Christ, is the
manifestation of God’s Word made flesh. Now, in this season’s Hymn of Praise, we sing
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! Not only is God’s Word made flesh, but it has come alive
again! We will continue to grapple with all that is so hard to comprehend, yet we don’t
grapple alone. In this season of Easter … We will come to understand Thomas’ doubt,
and how blessed all are who have not seen, yet believe. We will celebrate Jesus as the
Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep, and we, His sheep, know Him. We will see the New
Heaven and the New Earth that is prepared and revealed to us. We will come to know the
vision of God’s peace – a peace that passes all understanding.
Celebrate Jesus this Easter season. While we celebrated a glorious Easter morning on April
17, let every morning be Easter morning from now on, and be filled with the amazing joy,
awe and wonder as we live in the knowledge of Christ’s love for us.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Worship with Holy Communion
Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a
vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond
human imagination. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Meditation on “Come to the Water of Life”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

Bryon Dockter

To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Come to the Water of Life”
All who are thirsty for mercy,
all who are thirsty for love;
all who are thirsty for love, for mercy, come:
come to the Water of life.

ACS #955 vs. 1-4

All who are thirsty for healing,
all who are thirsty for touch;
all who are thirsty for touch, for healing, come:
come to the Water of life.
All who are thirsty for beauty,
all who are thirsty for truth;
all who are thirsty for truth, for beauty, come:
come to the Water of life.
All who are thirsty for justice,
all who are thirsty for peace;
all who are thirsty for peace, for justice, come:
come to the Water of life.
Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Text © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music: Ray Makeever
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Hymn of Praise
“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
He is arisen! Glorious Word!
Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
the gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus rose triumphantly,
and Satan’s arrows broken lie,
destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear, what cheer!
Christ victorious,
rising glorious,
life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!

LBW #138

Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayer of the Day
Bountiful God,

you gather your people into your realm,
and you promise us food from your tree of life.
Nourish us with your word,
that empowered by your Spirit
we may love one another
and the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Acts 16:9-15
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying,
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross
over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. 11 We
set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where
we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from
the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what
was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you have
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Responsive Reading
Psalm 67
May God be gracious to us and bless us;
and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth,
your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us;
let all the ends of the earth revere him.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Gospel Acclamation

“Celtic Alleluia”

ELW #174

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
John 14:23-29
23 Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we
will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 25 "I have said
these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, 'I am going away, and I am
coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
* Gospel Acclamation

“Celtic Alleluia”

ELW #174

Music: Fiintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

Sermon

Pastor John

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.
Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

ELW #631 vs. 1, 2, 4

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #184

Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
* Great Thanksgiving (sung)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

ELW Page 161

* Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Hymn

“When Peace Like a River”
It Is Well with My Soul
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
it is well, it is well with my soul.

ELW #785

Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
it is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain
He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought;
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain
Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend;
even so it is well with my soul. Refrain
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

* Closing Hymn
“My Life Flows On in Endless Song”
My life flows on in endless song;
above earth's lamentation,
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn
that hails a new creation.

ELW #763 vs. 1, 2, 4

Refrain
No storm can shake my inmost calm
while to that Rock I'm clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,
how can I keep from singing?
Through all the tumult and the strife,
I hear that music ringing.
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing? Refrain
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his!
How can I keep from singing? Refrain
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: Robert Lowry, alt.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song”

◙

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ....................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist ............................. Debbie Pirkl
Music....... Bryon Dockter, Director of Worship
Song Leaders: Jane Dockter, Chris Martinek
Lector .............................................. Jim Packer
Song Leaders: .................. Mary Jo Martinek
Audio Visual ......... Garrett Masters, Communications and Media Coordinator, Norm Goetzke
Altar Guild .........................................................................................Mary Jo Martinek, Lori Ritt
Prayer Chain.................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra, Janet Gibson

Lowry

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus, LaMoyne Wencel,
Chuck Sartell, Janet Gibson, Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow),
Jeff Peterson and Family (Tschida), Les Wilken (Snider), Keith Lutzen (Mackenzie),
David Schultz (Schultz), Darlene (Erickson).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Jamie, Jane and Betsy Lerbs, Jim and Patrice Katzenmaier,
Barbara Miller, Jon and Jerrilyn Mathisrud, Brad House
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota
LSS expresses the love of Christ for all people through service that inspires
hope, changes lives, and builds community.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Sunday Altar Flowers
To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!
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