
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Sunday, May 2, 2021  9:30 a.m. 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                               Reflection on “We Know That Christ is Raised” Bryon Dockter 

 Welcome 

 Singing Bowl   

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

* Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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 WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 Hymn                                “We Know That Christ Is Raised” ELW #449 vs. 1, 4 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 

Hallelujah! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 

as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing: 

Hallelujah! 

 Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932 

  Text © John B. Geyer  

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Greeting   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* Hymn of Praise                         “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW #531 

The Feast Is Ready 

The trumpets sound, the angels sing, 

The feast is ready to begin. 

The gates of heav'n are open wide, 

and Jesus welcomes you inside. 
 

Tables are laden with good things; 

oh, taste the peace and joy He brings. 

He'll fill you up with love divine; 

he'll turn your water into wine. 
 

Refrain 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin;  

the feast is ready to begin. 
 

The hungry heart He satisfies,  

offers the poor His paradise. 

Now hear all heaven and earth applaud  

the amazing goodness of the Lord. 
 

Refrain 

Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight. 

Come and revel in heaven's love and light. 

Take your place at the table of the King. 

The feast is ready to begin;  

the feast is ready to begin. 

 CCLI Song # 190672  Graham Kendrick 

 © 1989 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.  

 All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

 CCLI License # 1664009  

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


* Prayer of the Day 

O God, 

you give us your Son as the vine 

apart from whom we cannot live.  

Nourish our life in his resurrection,  

that we may bear the fruit of love  

and know the fullness of your joy,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  1 John 4:7-21 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God's love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In 

this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 

our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ev-

er seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know 

that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do 

testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess 

that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, be-

cause as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 

fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love be-

cause he first loved us. 20 Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 22:25-31 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation;  

 my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  

 those who seek him shall praise the LORD.  

 May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember  

 and turn to the LORD;  

and all the families of the nations  

 shall worship before him. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD,  

 and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;  

 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust,  

 and I shall live for him. 

Posterity will serve him;  

 future generations will be told about the Lord, 

and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,  

 saying that he has done it. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



 Gospel Acclamation                             “Yours, Lord, Is the Glory” ELW #849 vs. 1 

Yours, Lord, is the glory, and honor as well; 

yours, Lord, now and always.  Amen, amen. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 15:1-8 

Jesus said … 1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have al-

ready been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 

5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 

withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 

words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by 

this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 Gospel Acclamation                            “Yours, Lord, Is the Glory” ELW #849 vs. 4 

Glory in the highest, and on earth as well. 

Glory, alleluia.  Amen, amen. 

 Text: Traditional; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 

 English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

 Sermon                                    Pastor John 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                        “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” ELW #403 vs. 1, 2, 3 

 

Like the murmur of the dove's song, 

like the challenge of her flight, 

like the vigor of the wind's rush, 

like the new flame's eager might: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

To the members of Christ's body, 

to the branches of the vine, 

to the church in faith assembled, 

to our midst as gift and sign: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

With the healing of division, 

with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 

with the power to love and witness, 

with the peace beyond compare: 

come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

 Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 

 Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord, in your mercy, 

                                                       hear our prayer. 

* Installation of Garrett Masters, Communications and Media Coordinator 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 
 



 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

 Missions Video:  Feed My Starving Children 

 Offertory Response                   “The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies” ELW #683 vs. 1 

The numberless gifts of God's mercies 

my tongue cannot fathom or tell. 

Like dew that appears in the morning, 

they come to us shining and full. 

The numberless gifts of God's mercies, 

my tongue cannot fathom or tell. 

 Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943 

 Text © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Offertory Prayer 

God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 

Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

* Words of Institution 

* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.   Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 Communion is Received               

  The body of Christ, given for you 

  The blood of Christ, shed for you.    

                                                               Amen. 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. 

Amen. 

* Prayer after Communion 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



◙ 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 Hymn                                                         “Shout to the Lord” ELW #821 

My Jesus, my Savior, 

Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise 

the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, 

tower of refuge and strength; 

let ev'ry breath, all that I am 

never cease to worship you. 
 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing 

power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 

at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; 

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 

 Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965 

 Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, 

 admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP)  

 c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 

 CCLI #1664009  #20540802 

* Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

* Postlude                                        Celebration on “Shout to the Lord” Bryon Dockter 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
In Loving Memory of Russell Culver 

 

Given by His Family 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Ann, Michelle, Barbara, Perk (Merwin), Dorrie, Harlan, Dorothy, Laura, Leslie, Jim, Carol, Kathy, Dan. 
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:   

Douglas and Christine, Cynthia and Kaley, Edward and JoAnn, Jeff and Lynn, Jim and Kathy. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings. This week we offer 

prayers for Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota who expresses the love of Christ for all people through 

service that inspires hope, changes lives, and builds community. 

 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and  

Ihimbo, Tanzania.  Pastor Yona recently communicated the following prayer requests:   
 

 Pray for my children and the children of the servants in the congregation to continue to 

grow in faith. 

 Pray for Atwitye and I God help us to meet our basic needs. 

 Pray for all Christians to continue to hold true faith. Also pray for all preaching points so 

that its can grow and its people be strengthened in the Christian hearts. Pray for construc-

tion work in our preaching points to be completed especially servant house at Utengule.  
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Tim, Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy,  

Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter DJ, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew. (Please help us keep our military member listing up 

to date.  Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside 

everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the 

church office if additional time is needed. 

Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson   
 

1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     
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