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Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide
with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded
that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform
us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. [Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019
Augsburg Fortress License SB158773.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

Silence is kept for reflection.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul,
for my soul, to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme,
I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing.
Arr.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt
1955 Augsburg Publishing House, Admin. Augsburg Fortress
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.
Refrain
Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son;
endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won!
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
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Almighty and ever-living God,

Young Voices of the Philippines
https://youtu.be/T0HtlDdY-fM
Permission granted

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you
are in every way.
For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship,
I found among them an altar with the inscription, 'To an unknown god.' What therefore you worship
as unknown, this I proclaim to you.
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,
nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and
all things.
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live,
so that they would
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one
of us.
For 'In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said,
'For we too are his offspring.'
Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.
While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent,
because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this
he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."
Word of God, Word of Life

Bless our God, O peoples,
let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs;
you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will pay you my vows,
those that my lips uttered

and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.
I cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
But truly God has listened;
he has given heed to the words of my prayer.
Blessed be God,
cause he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good?
But even if you do suffer for doing
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,
but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from
you an accounting for the hope that is in you;
yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in
Christ may be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's
will, than to suffer for doing evil.
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit,
in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
who in former times
did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which
a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water.
And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Word of God, Word of Life
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"If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Advocate, to be with you forever.
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be
in you.
"I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.
In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.
On that day you will know that I am
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them."
The Gospel of the Lord,
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SB158773
Public Domain

The peace of the Lord be with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.
Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

Text and music 1984 Word Music, LLC.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
CCLI Lic. 1664009 Streaming Lic. 20540802
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Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Music

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

◙

1996 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive agent.
All rights reserved. Used by Permission
One License A-708293
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Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for the
our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting, engaging and renewing partnerships.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing up to
date. Thank you.)

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three
weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Today’s Altar Flowers
Flowers given by: Jan Perkins

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor............................................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist.......................................................................................................................... Kim Richter
Guest Organist/Pianist..................................................................................................... Bryon Dockter
Song Leader........................................................................................................................ Deborah Ellis
Lectors .................................................................... Tracy Westman, Dylan Donahue, Jessica Donahue
Audio Visual Ministry ............................. Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke, Jan Perkins, Shawn Haarstad
Prayer Chain ..................................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra

1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
Office: (651) 457-6541
This service is being video recorded and may be posted online.
Watch Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 16 for service broadcast
Schedule can be found at http://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch16?page=0
[Copyrighted element(s)] [Copyright notice]. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license#SB122513/
#SB158773; OneLicense.net License #A-708293/#R-196364; CCLI License #1664009/#20540802.

