St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
Worship with Holy Communion
Sunday, May 15, 2022  9:30 a.m.

elcome to the Season of Easter at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church …
On April 17 we celebrated the Holy Mystery of Christ’s resurrection. I can scarcely take it
all in. The season of Easter, fifty days in length, is the time when we pause and let the
previous forty days of Lent and Holy Week sink in. We revel in the awe and wonder of the
Risen Christ, our Savior. He is risen indeed!!!!
Earlier, on Christmas Day in John 1, it was revealed to us that Jesus, the Christ, is the
manifestation of God’s Word made flesh. Now, in this season’s Hymn of Praise, we sing
He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! Not only is God’s Word made flesh, but it has come alive
again! We will continue to grapple with all that is so hard to comprehend, yet we don’t
grapple alone. In this season of Easter … We will come to understand Thomas’ doubt,
and how blessed all are who have not seen, yet believe. We will celebrate Jesus as the
Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep, and we, His sheep, know Him. We will see the New
Heaven and the New Earth that is prepared and revealed to us. We will come to know the
vision of God’s peace – a peace that passes all understanding.
Celebrate Jesus this Easter season. While we celebrated a glorious Easter morning on April
17, let every morning be Easter morning from now on, and be filled with the amazing joy,
awe and wonder as we live in the knowledge of Christ’s love for us.
Blessings,
Bryon Dockter
Director of Worship

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Worship with Holy Communion
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all things
new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in
a new light—through the lens of love. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
Prelude

Celebration on “Lasst Uns Erfreuen”

Welcome
* Singing Bowl
Silence is kept for reflection
* Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign that is marked at baptism.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.

Bryon Dockter

To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
* Hymn
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ELW #367 vs. 1, 2, 4

Eternal is the gift he brings,
therefore our heart with rapture sings:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Now still he comes to give us life
and by his presence stills all strife.
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,
all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music: Geissliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
* Hymn of Praise
“He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!”
He is arisen! Glorious Word!
Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
the gates of heav’n are open.
My Jesus rose triumphantly,
and Satan’s arrows broken lie,
destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear, what cheer!
Christ victorious,
rising glorious,
life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!

LBW #138

Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.
Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayer of the Day
O Lord God,
you teach us that without love,
our actions gain nothing.
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love,
that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace,
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Lesson
Acts 11:1-18
1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3 saying,
"Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them,
step by step, saying, 5 "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it
came close to me. 6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' 8 But I replied, 'By no
means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' 9 But a second time the
voice answered from heaven, 'What God has made clean, you must not call profane.' 10 This happened
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent
to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and
not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man's house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying,
'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a message by which you and
your entire household will be saved.' 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as
it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' 17 If then God gave them the same
gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?"
18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even
to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God
* Children’s Sermon
* Gospel Acclamation

“Celtic Alleluia”

ELW #174

Music: Fiintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773 ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
Glory to you, O Lord
* Gospel
John 13:31-35
31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' 34 I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ
* Gospel Acclamation

Sermon

“Celtic Alleluia”

“What Does Love Look Like?”

ELW #174

Guest Pastor Chris Becker

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Hymn
Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.

“Jesus Loves Me!”

ELW #595

Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.
Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain
Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.
Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. Public Domain

* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
* Offertory Response
“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,
and ﬁll to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

ELW #184

Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
* Words of Institution
On the night You were betrayed
You took the bread
After giving thanks
You broke it and said
This is My body broken for you
And as you eat it remember Me
This is My body broken for you
And as you eat it remember Me

“Remember Me”

Gustafson/Nystrom

On the night You were betrayed
You held the cup
After giving thanks You lifted it up
This is My blood poured out for you
And as you drink it remember Me
This is My blood poured out for you
And as you drink it remember Me
So we thank You for the wine
And for the bread
For we see the life You gave
And the blood You shed
And we remember Your wondrous love
You gave Your body You shed Your blood
And we remember Your wondrous love
You gave Your body You shed Your blood
CCLI Song # 451177
Gerrit Gustafson | Martin Nystrom
© 1990 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009

“Remember Me”
Congregation to sing verse 3

* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

* Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
Distribution
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Communion Hymn
Here is bread, here is wine,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine,
Christ is with us here.

“Here Is Bread”

ELW #483

Refrain
In this bread there is healing,
in this cup is life forever.
In this moment, by the Spirit,
Christ is with us here
Here is grace, here is peace,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
Know His grace, find His peace,
feast on Jesus here. Refrain
Here we are, joined in one,
Christ is with us, He is with us.
We'll proclaim till He comes
Jesus crucified. Refrain
CCLI Song # 983717. Graham Kendrick
© 1991 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 1664009,ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364

* Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace. Amen.
* Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
* Closing Hymn
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!””
Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing!
Now is the triumph of our king!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ELW #385 vs. 1, 2, 3

The Lord of life is ris'n this day;
death's mighty stone is rolled away;
let all the world rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Praise we in songs of victory
that love, that life, which cannot die,
and sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872-1955, alt.
Text © 1952, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient & Modern,
admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615. All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773. ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

* Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
Thanks be to God.
* Postlude

Partita on “Gelobt sie Gott”

◙

Bryon Dockter

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Rich Rabanus, LaMoyne Wencel,
Kevin and Kathy Ericson and Family,
Laura Walsh (Snider), Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Jeff Peterson and Family (Tschida),
Les Wilken (Snider), Keith Lutzen (Mackenzie), David Schultz (S. Schultz).
Each week different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
Susan, Kevin and Christopher Clark,
Judith Hammersten, Ruth Gilbert, David Eckstrand, Teresa Belden.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our
Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for
Minnesota Council of Churches
our partner in living out unity in faith in the community through connecting,
engaging and renewing partnerships.
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ
in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,
Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,
Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,
Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid.
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that
this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will
be listed for three weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.

Sunday Altar Flowers
To sponsor Sunday Altar Flowers please sign up either
Online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0945ada822aafb6-sunday
Stop by the church and add your name to the flower chart outside Fellowship Hall
or call the church office at 651-457-6541.
Cost for two bouquets is $40.00
Thank you!


Senior Pastor John Snider | Associate Pastor of Discipleship Tim Thompson
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118
www.ststephenswsp.org
Office: (651) 457-6541


We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights
and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations
with respect to our use of copyright-protected works.
Bulletin Acknowledgements
Liturgical texts, prayers, cover art and graphics: Sundays and Seasons
Reprinted with permission under AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Video and Graphics Acknowledgements
Centerline Media, ShareFaith, Sundays and Seasons
Music and Streaming Licenses
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773; ONELICENSE.NET License #A-708293 #R-196364;
CCLI License #1664009 #20540802; CCS License #14375.

