Growing Connections to God, Each Other and the World
TODAY we are delighted to have our member,
Pastor Chris Becker serve the Word and Sacrament for us—Thank You!

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 22 | 10:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
Agenda includes introduction of our Vision to Action Plan (VAT) our
Ministry Result Areas for the coming years. Election of new officers will also be part of
the agenda. Confirmed members have voting privileges. Hybrid. All are welcome!
TODAY’S Open Forum features NAMI
As described on their website, The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI)
is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to
building better lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental illness.
What started as a small group of families gathered around a kitchen table in
1979 has blossomed into the nation's leading voice on mental health. Today, they are an alliance of more
than 600 local Affiliates and 49 State Organizations who work in communities to raise awareness and provide
support and education that was not previously available to those in need. Join us at 10:30 in the Lounge to
learn more. As part of our Journey to Generosity gifts St. Stephen’s was pleased to participate with NAMI
with a gift of $2,000.

The Journey Continues. The Gift Committee wants to participate with you in YOUR journey of generosity!
We’ve now entered into the next phase. Ten thousand dollars will be given in support of the ministry passions
of our members. St. Stephen’s will match member donations, in their name, to non-profit organizations up to
$200 per household through June 5, 2022. Forms can be found at the Connection Center and on our
website under the Resources drop down menu. We invite you to prayerfully consider what non-profit
organization you would like St Stephen’s to match your donation. Please return this form to the church office
on or before Sunday, June 5th. Thank you!

Save the
Date
St Stephen’s and
Salem team up
again this year
to bring VBS to
Kindergarten
through 5th
Graders.
Wednesday
evenings 6:308pm June 15
through July 6.

Church Council Meeting—Wednesday, May 18
Please note time change - to begin at 7 PM rather than 7:15 PM

Love to Sing as part of a choral group?

We do too. Come and join us! Currently

we are practicing on Monday evenings in May (May 16 & 23) at 6:30pm. After Memorial day weekend we
will practice Sunday mornings at 8:15am on the mornings that we will be singing during worship. Those dates
are: June 5, June 26, July 10, July 24, August dates are pending. All are welcome—no commitment needed,
however, if you would like a link sent to you with the music that we will be singing, please contact Bryon
Dockter at bryon@ststephenswsp.org. Sing on!

Our valued Partnership with Tanzania
Last Sunday we were honored to welcome Pastor Nixon Mwitula. Pastor Nixon participated in the worship
service, preached and hosted the Open Forum after worship. Through his message and teaching, the way
he loved and listened was a witness to our Lord. A gift from St Stephen’s of $5,000 was recently given to our
partners in Christ in Tanzania. In response, Pastor Yona sent an email. In this email he addresses all members
of St. Stephen’s and expresses the gratitude of our Ihmbo and Iwonde friends. Here
is an excerpt from this email: “We recognize that you fellow have gone through a
serious challenges of the Corona epidemic where some Christians were sick, some died
or lost their loved ones. But with that situation you faced you are still been carried us and
put us in your hearts with prayers and giving financial support for our children in secondary schools, colleges/Universities and for construction projects in our congregation. After
that the delegates [of the Contact Committee] approved all the amount of shs.
4,851,000 / -To be used for plastering the servants house at Utengule for the following
analysis: - To Buy cements and transporting it; Transport dense sand and thin sand for plaster and floor;
- payment for Constructor. Other works will be made by the Christians like fetching water, e.t.c. In the end of the
meeting all members made a special prayer of thanks for you; Mama Tracy and Gary with your children;
St. Stephen's; Beth, Dean and their sons. We love you so much and pray for you regularly in our worships and
meetings.”

Graduates—we want to celebrate your accomplishment with you!
We would like to honor all of our graduates — whether from high school, college or grad school. If you have a
graduate in your family please submit via email an early school picture and their graduation picture. Along with
the pictures please tell us what school they are graduating from and a few words about future plans (military,
technology school, college, travel or other). On Sunday, June 19th we will be celebrating our graduates—
displaying their pictures during our Sunday worship service. Please submit your pictures to Jan in the church office
via email: jan@ststephenswsp.org before June 10 to be included in the bulletin and worship slides. We’d love to
share this milestone with all graduates.

Mississippi Valley Montessori School
Plant and Bake Sale — Saturday, June 4 | 9AM—1PM

Saturday, May 21 | 2p.m.-6p.m.
Support Local Scouting—St. Stephen’s Troop 248/Pack 37

BBQ FUNDRAISER and Silent Auction & Raffle
North 40 Tavern, 189 Winona St W, West St Paul
Pre-sale tickets available in advance from your neighborhood Scout or online via
Venmo. For pricing, more information and the Venmo QRC Code, please see the Boy
Scout website https://troop248wsp.org/ or the flyer on the bulletin board in Narthex.

PLEASE NOTE: Links included in the eUpdate are not active—
watch for a separate email that contains resources available
and active links all in one handy document.

Thank You for your Support of our St. Stephen’s Ministries 
By Mail | Online thru St Stephen’s website | GIVE+Text (Text 844-907-2702) | Vanco Mobile App

Connecting to God, each other and the world
1575 Charlton Street  West St. Paul, MN 55118  Office: (651) 457-6541 www.ststephenswsp.org

