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As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’
promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our
baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds
us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness
into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our
truth, our life. [Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP

Silence is kept for reflection.

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

WE GIVE OUR PRAISE
Everywhere I go on this road, high and low
Where I go, I go with You
So I won't be afraid, this my hope, come what may
Where I go, I go with You
Where I go, I go with You
There's a city that calls me by name
There's a city that calls me by name
Yes, as I run this race I am cheered by the saints
There's a city that calls me by name
There's a future that runs through my veins
There's a future that runs through my veins
And there's nothing on earth that could stand in the way
There's a future that runs through my veins
Everywhere I go on this road, high and low
Where I go, I go with You
So I won't be afraid, this my hope, come what may
Where I go, I go with You
Where I go, I go with You
Your breath upon these bones
Your fire in my soul
Your kingdom is my home
And I don't walk alone
Everywhere I go on this road, high and low
Where I go, I go with You
So I won't be afraid, this my hope, come what may
Where I go, I go with You
Where I go, I go with You

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain
Almighty God,

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God.
"Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God!"
But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together
against him.
Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,
"Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold
this sin against them." When he had said this, he died.
Word of God, Word of Life

In you, O LORD, I seek refuge;
do not let me ever be put to shame;
in your righteousness deliver me.
Incline your ear to me;
rescue me speedily.
Be a rock of refuge for me,
a strong fortress to save me.
You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name's sake lead me and guide me,
take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
for you are my refuge.
Into your hand I commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.
My times are in your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my
enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation—
if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by
mortals yet chosen and precious in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it stands in scripture:
"See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame." To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,
"The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," and "A stone that
makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word,
as they were destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you
may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once
you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
Word of God, Word of Life

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to
him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." Philip said to
him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, 'Show us the Father'?
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his
works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me
because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.
I
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.
If in my name
you ask me for anything, I will do it.
The Gospel of the Lord,

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

The peace of the Lord be with you.
We invite you to share the peace with those with you
and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page.
Text someone you care about.
Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

Petition response

Leader: … Lord in your mercy,

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Bless the Lord oh my soul
Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name
Sing like never before
Oh my soul
I'll worship Your Holy name
The sun comes up
It's a new day dawning
It's time to sing Your song again
Whatever may pass
And whatever lies before me
Let me be singing
When the evening comes
You're rich in love
And You're slow to anger
Your name is great
And Your heart is kind
For all Your goodness
I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons
For my heart to find
Bless the Lord oh my soul
Oh my soul
Worship His Holy name
Sing like never before
Oh my soul
I'll worship Your Holy name

Christ is risen, just as he said.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

◙

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:
different families will be included in special prayers.
Please hold in your prayers:
different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our Sunday offerings this week we offer prayers for
the
a Christian ministry dedicated to serving people who are struggling
with homelessness, poverty, and addiction in our community. The Gospel Mission is helping men, women, and children rebuild their lives—physically, emotionally, spiritually and educationally.
also offer prayers for our

.

pray for
pray also for those away from home serving in the military:
(Please help us keep our military member listing up to
date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is
placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three
weeks. Please contact the church office if additional time is needed.
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