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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share
this good news with all the world. Alleluia! [Sunday and Seasons, Copyright © 2021 Augsburg
Fortress.]

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP
The Holy Gospel according to St. John,
Glory to you, O Lord
Gospel
John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to
them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to
be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew,
"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen
the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

* Processional Hymn
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

ELW #365 vs. 1, 2, 4

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia!
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3;
tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.;
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

Words of Welcome and Announcements
* Greeting
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
* Hymn of Praise
“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ELW #367 vs. 1

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

* Prayer of the Day
O God,
You gave your only Son to suffer death
on the cross for our redemption,
and by his glorious resurrection
you delivered us from the power of death.
Make us die every day to sin,
that we may live with him forever
in the joy of the resurrection,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
First Reading
Isaiah 25:6-9
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7 And he will destroy on this
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8 he will
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9 It will be said on that
day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom
we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God
Reading from the Psalms
O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
Let Israel say,
"His steadfast love endures forever."
The LORD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
"The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly."
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
The LORD has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the LORD's doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God
Children’s Sermon
Special Music

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Tracy Westman
“Hallelu, Let the People All Sing”

National Lutheran Choir

https://youtu.be/YEgrToLCHFk?list=PLCQHBwJ_PsemUQGIbvQ7c1k50gE5n9uxV
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
NATIONAL LUTHERAN CHOIR: 3/4-21
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364

Sermon

Pastor John

Hymn
“Now the Green Blade Rises”
Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

ELW #379 vs. 1, 3

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364
CCLI #1664009 #20540802

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
* Prayers of Intercession
Petition response
Leader: … Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
* Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Offering [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]
Offertory
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
his the scepter, his the throne;
Alleluia! his the triumph,
his the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
thunder like a mighty flood:
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation
has redeemed us by his blood."

ELW #392 vs. 1

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

* Offering Prayer
God of love,
you call us beloved children
and welcome us to your table.
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.
Abide with us and send us
in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

* Words of Institution
* Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
* Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.
Communion is Received
The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

ELW #392 vs. 3

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! here the sinful
flee to you from day to day.
Intercessor, friend of sinners,
earth's redeemer, hear our plea
where the songs of all the sinless
sweep across the crystal sea.
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
All rights reserved. Used by permission under
AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773
Public Domain

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.
Amen.

* Prayer after Communion
Wellspring of joy,
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us,
and send us as joyful witnesses,
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

WE GO INTO THE WORLD
* Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus.
The God of life,
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.
* Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
* Closing Hymn

“Hallelujah Chorus” (From the Messiah)

George Frederic Handel

The Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LajyjD0nzF4
Used with permission

◙

EASTER FLOWER DEDICATIONS
In honor of Family
given by The Canniff Family

In loving memory of LaVonne Malloy
given by The Canniff Family

In loving memory of Loved Ones
given by Brett and Janice Culver

In honor and appreciation of our church family during COVID times
given by John and Brenda Gieser

In loving memory of Loved Ones
given by The Gregory Family

In memory of my brothers, Rev. Chet Johnson and Wendall Johnson
given by Joyce Johnson

In loving memory of Mary Kay Nelson
given by Ron Nelson, Kristy, Becky, and families

In loving memory of Donna Scholz, Donald and Margaret Fortney
given by Jan Perkins

In loving memory of Linda Marie
given by Lori Ritt

In honor of Miles Snider Nickerson
given by John and Polly Snider

In honor of Marie Ella Johnson
given by John and Polly Snider

In loving memory of Dottie Strandberg
given by Dwayne, Sue, Kevin and Chris

In loving memory of my husband Bob
given by Shirley Theno

In loving memory and in honor of our Parents
given by Tracy and Gary Westman

Jesus said …

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.”
Please include the following people in your prayers this week: Dorrie, Harlan, Dorothy, Laura, Mike, Leslie.
Each week different families will be included in special prayers. Please hold in your prayers:
Darlene, Dave and Julie, Alex, Janine, Ethan and Devin, Beverly, Bradley and Sharon.
Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.
This week we offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ and the ministries of The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). The ELCA’s mission is “Together in Jesus Christ we are freed by grace to live faithfully,
witness boldly and serve joyfully.” Their vision “A world experiencing the difference God’s grace and love in Christ
makes for all people and creation.”
We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania
especially with the challenges presented by the COVID virus as it affects their daily lives.
We pray for residents and staff of group homes and care facilities, and all healthcare workers.
We pray also for those away from home serving in the military: Ben, Nick, Jeremy, Matthew, Zachary, Sam, Troy,
Tricia, Adam, Nick, Peter DJ, Christopher, Gene, Sam, Andrew.. (Please help us keep our military member listing up
to date. Thank you.)
St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that this list is placed inside
everyone’s Bible or devotional material. All prayer requests will be listed for three weeks. Please contact the
church office if additional time is needed.

Our condolences to Mary Molumby and Family on the recent death
of Mary’s mother, Hedy Schoenhard.
Our condolences also to Larry Longard and Family on the recent death
of Larry’s mother, Marie.
In the midst of their sorrow may all find comfort in
God’s promise of life everlasting.

Leaders in Today’s Service
Pastor ...................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider
Lay Liturgist ..................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl
Director of Worship ......................................................................................Bryon Dockter
Christian Music Leader ................................................................................... Ben Dyleuth
Song Leader ................................................................................................... Deborah Ellis
Lectors ........................................................................................... Keith and Max Gregory
Audio Visual Ministry .................................... Norm Goetzke, Keith Gregory, Jan Perkins
Prayer Chain ................................. Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra
Altar Guild .............................................................................................................. Lori Ritt
Outdoor Street Sign .................................................................................... Jerry Thoreson
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