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Key Keepers 

Matthew 7:24 

Third Sunday of Easter 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, 

and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

 

To you be given honor and praise  

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus overcome with sad-

ness, loss, and disappointment.  They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be 

the one to redeem Israel!  Yet the risen Christ walks with them and then opens their 

eyes in the breaking of the bread.  Each Sunday our hearts burn within us as the 

scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is 

poured.  The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
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Third Sunday of Easter 

Worship Service 



WE GIVE OUR PRAISE  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 

   

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain 

 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 

 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

O God, your Son makes himself known  

to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. 

 



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, …  Therefore let the en-

tire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 

whom you crucified."  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 

the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?"  Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, 

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him."  And he testified with many other arguments and ex-

horted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."  So those who welcomed his 

message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

              Word of God, Word of Life 

  

 I love the LORD, because he has heard 

 my voice and my supplications.  

 Because he inclined his ear to me,  

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live.  

 The snares of death encompassed me;  

 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;  

 I suffered distress and anguish.  

 Then I called on the name of the LORD:  

 "O LORD, I pray, save my life!"  

 What shall I return to the LORD  

 for all his bounty to me?  

 I will lift up the cup of salvation  

 and call on the name of the LORD,  

 I will pay my vows to the LORD  

 in the presence of all his people.  

 Precious in the sight of the LORD  

 is the death of his faithful ones.  

 O LORD, I am your servant;  

 I am your servant, the child of your  

    serving girl.  

 You have loosed my bonds.  

 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice  

 and call on the name of the LORD.  

 I will pay my vows to the LORD  

 in the presence of all his people,  

 in the courts of the house of the LORD,  

 in your midst, O Jerusalem.  

 Praise the LORD! 

              Word of God, Word of Life 

  

 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your exile.  You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold,  but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.  He was destined before the founda-

tion of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.  Through him you have 

come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 

are set on God.  Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 

have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.  You have been born anew, not 

of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

              Word of God, Word of Life 

  



 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,

 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem,  and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.  While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,  but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him.  And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?" They stood still, looking sad.  Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 

"Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 

these days?"  He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people,  and how our chief priests 

and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him.  But we had hoped that 

he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 

took place.  Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 

morning,  and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had in-

deed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of those who were with us went to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him."  Then he said to them, 

"Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!  Was 

it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?"  Then be-

ginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures.  As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 

going on.  But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he 

took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened, and they rec-

ognized him; and he vanished from their sight.  They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burn-

ing within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 

 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their com-

panions gathered together.  They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to 

Simon!"  Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them 

in the breaking of the bread. 

                                                       The Gospel of the Lord, 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

Refrain 

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain. 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

given with bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to eat and drink. 

 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, 

given and shed for you for the remission of sins. 

These words assure us that in the sacrament 

we receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. 



For where there is forgiveness of sins, 

there is also life and salvation. 

 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, 

but the words, given and shed for you for the remission of sins. 

And whoever believes these words has exactly what they say, 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

That person is well prepared and worthy who believes these words, 

given and shed for you for the remission of sins, 

for the words “for you” require simply a believing heart. 

The peace of the Lord be with you.  

We invite you to share the peace with those with you 

and with us with “thumbs up” or comments on our Facebook page. 

Text someone you care about. 

Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s]

 Petition response       

   Leader: … Lord in your mercy, 

   

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 



Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

 

◙ 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
 

Flowers given by: Tracy Westman

Leaders in Today’s Service 
Pastor ............................................................................................................................................................... The Rev. Dr. John Snider 

Lay Liturgist ......................................................................................................................................................................... Debbie Pirkl 

Director of Worship Arts ..................................................................................................................................................... Ben Dyleuth 

Lectors .................................................................................................................................. Zach Molumby, Mary Brunkow, Sara Ruff 

Audio Visual Ministry ............................................................................ Keith Gregory, Norm Goetzke, Jan Perkins, Shawn Haarstad 

Prayer Chain .................................................................................................... Rachel Circle, Mary Circle, Kathy Ericson, Abby Vavra 

on the 

birth of on Maundy Thursday, April 9th.  All are doing well.  Thanks be to 

God!  Congratulations to the happy grandparents too, Loren and Donna Oberg. 
 

and Family on the death of Bill Delougherty 

who passed away Monday, April 20. 
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1575 Charlton Street    West St. Paul, MN 55118     

Office: (651) 457-6541      

This service is being video recorded and may be posted online. 

Watch  Townsquare Comcast TV Channel 16 for service broadcast 

Schedule can be found at http://www.townsquare.tv/tv-schedules/ch16?page=0 

Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
 

Please include the following people in your prayers this week: 

different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:  

offer prayers for our . 
 

different missions that St. Stephen’s supports through our Sunday offerings are included in our prayers.  

This week we offer prayers for Fueled by a commitment to address senior hunger and 

isolation, they basic support that seniors need to maintain their health and independence in our community and virtu-

ally every other community in America.   

 pray also for those away from home serving in the military:

 


