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elcome to the Season of Easter at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church … 

On April 17 we celebrated the Holy Mystery of Christ’s resurrection. I can scarcely take it 

all in. The season of Easter, fifty days in length, is the time when we pause and let the  

previous forty days of Lent and Holy Week sink in. We revel in the awe and wonder of the 

Risen Christ, our Savior. He is risen indeed!!!! 

 

Earlier, on Christmas Day in John 1, it was revealed to us that Jesus, the Christ, is the  

manifestation of God’s Word made flesh. Now, in this season’s Hymn of Praise, we sing  

He Is Arisen! Glorious Word! Not only is God’s Word made flesh, but it has come alive 

again!  We will continue to grapple with all that is so hard to comprehend, yet we don’t 

grapple alone.  In this season of Easter … We will come to understand Thomas’ doubt, 

and how blessed all are who have not seen, yet believe. We will celebrate Jesus as the 

Good Shepherd, who knows His sheep, and we, His sheep, know Him.  We will see the New 

Heaven and the New Earth that is prepared and revealed to us. We will come to know the 

vision of God’s peace – a peace that passes all understanding. 

 

Celebrate Jesus this Easter season. While we celebrated a glorious Easter morning on April 

17, let every morning be Easter morning from now on, and be filled with the amazing joy, 

awe and wonder as we live in the knowledge of Christ’s love for us.    

 

Blessings, 

Bryon Dockter 

Director of Worship 



WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

 Prelude                              Improvisation on “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Gerrit W. Lamain 

 Welcome 

 Temple Talk  Joy Stenhaug, The Gift Committee 

* Singing Bowl 

Silence is kept for reflection  

* Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

In the waters of baptism, 

we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

and we are a new creation. 

For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God, 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, 

flowing freely from your throne: 

through the earth, 

through the city, 

through every living thing. 

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood; 

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites. 

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy, 

and our sin is drowned forever. 

You open the gate of righteousness 

and we pass safely through. 

 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 

You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 

You call us forth and send us out. 

In lush and barren places, you are with us. 

You have become our salvation. 

 

Now breathe upon this water 

and awaken your church once more. 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 

Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 

 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Worship with Holy Communion 

In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to believe, we 
will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John 
the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the 
risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste 
his presence, and offering us his peace. [Reprinted with permission: Sunday and Seasons © 2021 Augsburg Fortress] 



To you, our Beginning and our End, 

our Shepherd and Lamb, 

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE PREPARE TO WORSHIP 

* Hymn                                                   “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” ELW #392 vs. 1, 3, 5 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 

his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

has redeemed us by his blood." 
 

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 

here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! here the sinful 

flee to you from day to day. 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

earth's redeemer, hear our plea 

where the songs of all the sinless 

sweep across the crystal sea. 
 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 

his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, 

his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 

thunder like a mighty flood: 

"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 

has redeemed us by his blood." 

 Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

 Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 

* Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 Music can be found 

 at the back of the bulletin 

* Hymn of Praise                                “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!” LBW #138 

He is arisen! Glorious Word! 

Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 

the gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus rose triumphantly, 

and Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon. 

Oh, hear, what cheer! 

Christ victorious, 

rising glorious, 

life is giving. 

He was dead, but now is living! 

  Text: Birgitte K. Boye, 1742-1824; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt. 

 Music: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  Public Domain 



* Prayer of the Day 

O God of life,  

you reach out to us amid our fears  

with the wounded hands of your risen Son.  

By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy,  

and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 First Reading  Acts 5:27-32 

27 When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned 

them, 28 saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusa-

lem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man's blood on us." 29 But Peter and the 

apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors 

raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand 

as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him." 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 

 Reading from the Psalms  Psalm 118:14-29 

The LORD is my strength and my might;  

 he has become my salvation. 

There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:  

"The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 

 the right hand of the LORD is exalted;  

 the right hand of the LORD does valiantly." 

I shall not die, but I shall live,  

 and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

The LORD has punished me severely,  

 but he did not give me over to death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

 that I may enter through them  

 and give thanks to the LORD. 

This is the gate of the LORD;  

 the righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me 

 and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the LORD's doing;  

 it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made;  

 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save us, we beseech you, O LORD!  

 O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD.  

 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God,  

 and he has given us light.  

Bind the festal procession with branches,  

 up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  

 you are my God, I will extol you. 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God 



* Gospel Acclamation                                    “Celtic Alleluia” ELW #174 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Music: Fiintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker 

 Music© 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

  All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773  ONE LICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 
 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, 

Glory to you, O Lord 

* Gospel  John 20:19-31 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you." 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you." 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are  

retained." 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin ), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see 

the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 

I will not believe." 26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut,  

Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put 

your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but be-

lieve." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed be-

cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 30 Now 

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31 But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life in his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord, 

Praise to you, O Christ 

* Gospel Acclamation                                    “Celtic Alleluia” ELW #174 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon                                    Pastor John 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 Hymn                                           “We Walk By Faith and Not by Sight” WOV #675 vs. 1, 3, 4 

We walk by faith and not by sight; 

with gracious words draw near, 

O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke: 

“My peace be with you here.” 
 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 

and may our faith abound 

to call on you when you are near 

and seek where you are found: 
 

That, when our life of faith is done, 

in realms of clearer light 

we may behold you as you are, 

with full and endless sight. 

 Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 

 Music: Samuel McFarlandl fl. 1816; arr. With One Voice, 1995 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773.  ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Prayers of Intercession 

 Petition response      Leader: … Lord in your mercy,  

                                                         hear our prayer. 

* Sharing the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you.   

And also with you. 

 Offering  [Invitation to support ongoing ministries of St. Stephen’s] 

* Offertory Response                         “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” ELW #184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927 

 Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under  

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773: ONE LIICENSE #A-708293 R-196364 

* Offertory Prayer 

Living God, 

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 

in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. 

Reach out to us through this meal, 

and show us your wounded and risen body, 

that we may be nourished and believe 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

* Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW Page 161 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

* Words of Institution 



* Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

   who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

* Invitation to Communion 

The risen Christ dwells with us here. 

All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 Distribution 

The body of Christ, given for you 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 Hymn during Communion                    “What Feast of Love” ELW #487 vs. 1, 2, 3 

What feast of love is offered here, 

what banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, 

what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the bread come down from heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

How sweet the manna given! 
 

What light of truth is offered here, 

what covenant from heaven? 

What hope of everlasting life, 

what wondrous word is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sun come down from heaven. 

Oh, see and hear and sing! 

The Word of God is given! 
 

What wine of love is offered here, 

what crimson drink from heaven? 

What stream of everlasting life, 

what precious blood is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

the sweetest wine of heaven. 

Oh, taste and see and sing! 

The Son of God is given! 

 Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 

 Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 

 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213 

 Music: English ballad, 16th cent. 

 All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Strengthens you and keeps you in his grace.  Amen. 



* Prayer after Communion 

We give you thanks, generous God, 

for in this bread and cup 

we have tasted the new heaven and earth 

where hunger and thirst are no more. 

Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 

that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

WE GO INTO THE WORLD 

* Blessing 

God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                  “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW #547 vs. 1, 2 

Sent forth by God's blessing, 

our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. 

Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 

your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

With praise and thanksgiving 

to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 

with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

 Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131.  

 Music: Welsh folk tune. All rights reserved. Used by permission under 

 AUGSBURG FORTRESS #SB158773, ONE LICENSE #A-708293, R-196364 

* Dismissal 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

Thanks be to God. 

* Postlude                                                       “A Song of Joy” Gerrit W. Lamain 

◙ 



 



 



Jesus said …   

“My Father’s House shall be a house of prayer.” 
Please include the following people in your prayers this week:  

Dwayne Strandberg, Merwin Perkins, Barb Ihle, Phil Mead, Jim Lamont, Rich Rabanus, Roger Quick, 

LaMoyne Wencel, Shawn Haarstad, Sara Oberg and Family, Janet Greengard, Norm Goetzke, 

Laura Walsh (Snider), Richard Morton (Snider), Barbara Parker (Saari), 

Lynn Schneider (Brunkow), Jeff Peterson and Family (Tschida),  
 

Each week different families will be included in special prayers.  

Please hold in your prayers:   

Rosalie Christensen and Jim Lamont, 

Dean, Beth, Joel, Ryan and Nathan Hostager, 

Shawn Haarstad, Sara Oberg, Sierra and Sven, 

Brenda and John Gieser, Dean and Shirley Eisfelder. 
 

Each week different missions that St. Stephen’s support through our  

Sunday offerings. This week we offer prayers for  

Lutheran Mideast Development (LMD) 

LMD strives to bring peace and wholeness to the Kurdish communities of the Middle East 

by mobilizing a network of people through education, vocational training,  

personal empowerment and advocacy. 
 

We also offer prayers for our brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the villages of Iwonde and Ihimbo, Tanzania. 
 

We pray for residents and staff of group homes 

and care facilities, and all healthcare workers. 
 

We pray also for those away from home serving in the military:  

Tim Anderson, Ben Appenzeller, Nick Appenzeller, Jeremy Eittreim,  

Matthew Eittreim, Zachary Ericson, Sam Gieser, Troy Hoban, Tricia Howe,  

Adam Kenny, Nick Lane, Peter D. J. McKenzie, Donald McKenzie, Christopher Meyers,  

Gene Morton, Sam Paton, Andrew Reed, Lindsey Willwerscheid. (Please help us keep our military 

member listing up to date. Thank you.) 

 

St. Stephen’s invites you to add your prayer requests to our daily prayers. We hope that  

this list is placed inside everyone’s Bible or devotional material.  All prayer requests will  

be listed for three weeks.  Please contact the church office if additional time is needed. 

 

We offer our deepest and most sincere condolences 

to Bonnie Steenberg and Family on the recent death of John Steenberg. 

A celebration of John’s life will be held at St. Stephen’s on Wednesday, May 4th  

at 11:00 a.m. with visitation one hour prior to the service. 

 

We also offer our deepest and most sincere condolences to 

The Family and friends of Ken Peterson (Johnson-Peterson Funeral Home). 

Ken passed away on Tuesday, April 19th.  A celebration of Ken’s life will be held  

here at St. Stephen’s on Saturday, April 30th at 10:00 a.m. with visitation one hour prior 

to the service at St. Stephen’s and visitation also Friday, April 29 at Johnson-Peterson 

Funeral Home, 612 Smith Ave. S., St. Paul 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

In the midst of sorrow may all find comfort in  

God’s presence and promise of life everlasting.   



 

We at St Stephen’s Lutheran Church recognize and respect intellectual property rights 

and are committed to fulfilling our moral and legal obligations 

with respect to our use of copyright-protected works. 
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